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Hi
 
Please find my comments regarding the Strategic Advice for Exmouth Gulf
 
1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate

or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?
 
Based on the values outlined in the EPA of WA’s document “Environmental
Assessment Guideline for Protecting the Quality of Western Australia’s
Marine Environment” I identify with three of them in and around Exmouth
Gulf. The rationale for each of these is detailed under each point.
 
Ecosystem health:
 
Exmouth Gulf is a unique feature on the West Australian coast. The
physical feature is similar to Shark Bay, but with only one protected
bay rather than two in Shark Bay. There is a gradient of temperature
and salinity from the north to south with saltier water in the south
where there are also more extremes in temperature. Being an arid
environment, no major rivers run into the Gulf and there are fresh
water inputs from rainfall events, that peak episodically in February
and March following tropical storm and cyclone events as well as
winter rainfall in June. Unlike Shark Bay, where the main seagrass
species are of temperate origin, in Exmouth Gulf the benthic primary
producer habitat is dominated by tropical seagrasses and
macroalgae. Exmouth Gulf supports a biodiverse environment
including benthic habitat such as seagrass, macroalgae, hard and
soft corals as well as extensive fringing mangrove populations. These
habitats in turn support a biodiverse faunal community including
resident as well as migratory species, seas snakes, turtles, whales,
sharks and ray and dugongs. This system is dynamic and
perturbations in the ecosystem occur following physical forcings such
as cyclones where benthic habitat is lost and other ecosystem
components are impacts e.g. fisheries following benthic habitat loss
from cyclones or movement of dugongs away from the Gulf. But
currently the system appears capable of recovering from these
episodic events. What is not clear is how other pressures could
impact this balance.



 
Fishing and aquaculture:
 
There are a number of commercial fisheries in Exmouth Gulf that
provide produce that I value and purchase e.g. prawns and
aquaculture to produce pearl oyster spat which is an important
industry along WA’s coast.
 
Recreation and aesthetics:
 
Swimming, snorkelling, diving, fishing, spotting marine wildlife,
wilderness experience
 
 

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?
 
Scientific research
Tourism to enjoy the wildlife and nature
 

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth
Gulf?

 
Climate change pressures related to ocean warming and coral bleaching
Fishing pressure and reduction in fish stocks
Changes in the system due to cyclones and extreme events
Pollution from rubbish and fishing gear debri
 
 

4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect
you/your sector or business?

 
Degradation of the marine environment affects the quality of the nature
experience
 

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed)
that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

 
Subsea Pipeline
Deep Water Port
 
Best wishes
 






