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1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify

with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Every person I have come across in the surrounding area has an extremely strong
affinity with the ocean, our natural surroundings and the conservation of such areas.
Many of us have dedicated our life’s to fighting for the protection of these places and
try our very best to respect our surroundings and lower our environmental footprint in
our every day lives. We value the protection of the incredible Ningaloo Reef and it’s
place in our global ecosystem. 

We should most definitely be leading by example and doing everything in our power to
protect this area for future generations to enjoy, and put the health of our degrading
ocean above economic growth. 

1. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

I am an avid free diver and . The
protection of this area is both vital for the continued recreational use of these areas,
but very importantly for sustainable tourism practices in and around the area. 

1. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Every day at sea I pick up plastic debris from the sea, much of which will often have
bite marks taken out of it. I also spend a lot of my time freediving taking fishing lines off
coral formations and trying my best to leave the area in a better way than I found it. 

I also (over time) have noticed signs of over fishing. My family have always been
recreational fishermen (not myself), and they have all commented on the extreme
decline in sized fish, specifically in spear/line fishing hot spots.

1. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or

business?

The threat of global warming is a monumental pressure on the tourism industry and the
health of our reefs. It is my fear that without drastic protection of these biodiversity
hotspots, our next generations will not enjoy the magnificent Ningaloo Reef to half of
the extent we currently are.

Alongside this, the threat of over fishing and, in turn, eventual species extinction could
have an immense impact on the tourism industry. This is a huge worry that many
people working in the Whaleshark industry are concerned about as we want to see our
ocean as healthy as possible for as long as possible. 

1. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are

aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

I have heard of many (possibly disastrous) plans for the Exmouth Gulf area including
underwater pipelines and the large deep water port proposal. The fact that we are still
considering such damaging activities for our ocean when, globally, our oceans are



already rapidly declining in health, is hard to comprehend. My hope is that we start
putting the health of our planet before the need for constant, unsustainable economic
growth. 

I appreciate you taking my thoughts into consideration, and hope that mine and many
others uncertainties regarding the Exmouth Gulf area will encourage you to help us
protect our oceans.

Kindest regards,




