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Hi, 

Please consider my answers to the questions (submission) for the EPA Strategic Advice for
the Exmouth Gulf - Consultation. 

1.       What are the values (environmental, social, and cultural) you associate or identify with in
and around Exmouth Gulf? 

Environmental  

The values I associate with environmentally when I’m in the Exmouth Gulf is sense of place,
a place for gathering with family and friends and true connection to nature. The Exmouth
gulf has a sense of peacefulness like no other place on earth, it is a one-of-a-kind
environment that deserves protection. I have spent many days deep in the southern parts of
the Gulf for research purposes and when I was present in the Bay of Rest, I was at peace
from all the stresses in my mind and my mental wellbeing was calm. Currently, where can
you go, where you can find this sense of calmness?  

Speaking of values, I feel a great deal of family and connection to nature when I am
immersed in the calm and glassy waters of the Exmouth Gulf. When I am in the Exmouth
Gulf and I witness the shear persistence of survival by all the creatures that heavily rely on it
for protection and safety. The fact is it doesn’t matter what day I go out into the gulf; I will
always experience a special connection to nature. The true beauty of the Exmouth Gulf is
that every time you go out diving or snorkelling you can see the abundance and species
richness that is present. 

One day I seen a humpback whale mother and a humpback whale calf resting and feeding.
This was the best humans to nature experiences I ever had in my life and I will cherish that
memory for the rest of my life. A value I hold close to me is effective communication in a
relationship with your loved ones and when I’m diving in the Exmouth Gulf, I hear a quiet
ocean and whale acoustics (whale song). The Exmouth Gulf’s water is quiet and for good
reason it allows its resident humpback whales to communicate with their family. Just
listening to whale song in the Exmouth Gulf is like no other whale acoustic experience I’ve
listened to before elsewhere, due the immense clarity of the song in my ear, as it travels
through calm water with minimal boat traffic. I hear the whale’s voices and I know they are
safe and at home in the Exmouth Gulf. It makes you realise places like this are hard to come
by and places like this make you feel a deep sense of gratitude and appreciation for nature.
 

The Exmouth Gulf is home to many different species of marine, terrestrial life, and
everything in-between. Once you visit the Exmouth Gulf, it touches you and you know it is
always going to be a special place to you for the rest of your life. I am marine scientist and I
have conducted BRUV and intertidal surveys in many areas of the Exmouth Gulf, so I have
encountered some of the extraordinary marine and terrestrial organisms that live there.  

A list of habitats that I hold close to my heart due to their aesthetic value: 

-Seagrass meadows at Heron Point. 

-Corals and sponge gardens Heron Point. 

- Coral bombies that host an array of marine life at Heron Point. 

- Reef and intertidal reef at Bay of Rest. 

- Mix of seagrass beds, reef, corals, and sponges south of Qualing pool. 



- Mangrove system in Bay of Rest.  

A list of marine organisms I have encountered at Exmouth Gulf:  

Hawksbill turtles, Green sea turtles, and Loggerhead turtles.  
Olive sea snakes.   
Australian humpback dolphin, Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin, Humpback whales
(mother, calves, and escorts).  
A large variety of fish species and sharks and rays. Including a Giant Shovel Nose Ray
and Blue Spotted Fantail ray.  
Many different species of crustaceans including witnessing thousands of intertidal
soldier crabs.  
Heaps of molluscs including Blue Ringed Octopus and the Common Day Octopus. 

Social  

The locals of the Exmouth community highly rate the Exmouth Gulf as a social gathering
place for family and friends. The Exmouth town is situated on the Exmouth Gulf side and it is
the closest, most accessible beach to locals living in Exmouth Town.  

From personal experience on recent holiday trips to Exmouth, the majority of the local’s
regard town beach as a popular sunset destination after they finish work. They go to the
Exmouth Gulf to relax, unwind, appreciate nature and to socialise with their loved ones.  

Locals that know special and secluded areas on the Exmouth Gulf coastline, like to go with
their partners for important relationship dates such as anniversaries and even to pop the
question. They do this because of the peace and quietness and the sheer beauty of the gulf
colours at sunset. If you haven’t seen a gulf sunset, then you are missing out! It is every
Instagram influencer’s dream. Think of all the pastel purples and oranges mixed with glassy
gulf water and you’ve got yourself a perfect place for any romantic occasion or just a place
to unwind.  

 

The Exmouth gulf also provides a fun and action-packed ocean playground for locals and
tourists. The values I associated with socially while in the Exmouth gulf is trust, compassion,
respect, and enjoyment for life. When I have gone out freediving with friends in the
Exmouth gulf, I really truly enjoy having the opportunity to spend the day with friends who
share similar values and interests. We go diving and we all show a great deal of respect for
the ocean and the array of environments that we visit in the Exmouth Gulf. We are showing
a loving and compassionate side of ourselves to nature in the gulf. There are few other
places I get to witness my friends showing the level of respect to nature. We respect the
gulfs environments because it provides us with an ocean playground and a place where
humans can develop trust between one another through the activity of freediving.  

 

Cultural  

The cultural values I hold closely to me is spirituality, respect for nature, connection to land
and sea and sense of place/ society. I associate these values with the Exmouth Gulf. There
is no other place that allows me to be as spiritual as the Exmouth Gulf does. The overall
culture you feel when you are in Exmouth, is a community prides them self on the
environment that surrounds them. It could be due to the pure aesthetic value of the
picturesque views looking out to calm glassy water or it could be the way the full moon
shines so bright that you can see its reflection in the water. Its moments like this in nature
that make me connect spiritually to the land and sea and everything in between. There are



few places that are so pristine and so untouched, and I can say that make me emotionally
connected to the environment. Many of locals describe the Exmouth gulf as having many
special sacred sites and places where indigenous ancestors would gather a long time ago. I
think it is about time we start to acknowledge first nations landowners who would have
protected and looked after the land and the ocean long before us and learn from that
ourselves.   

 

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf? 

- Nature appreciation while going for walks along the beach at Bundegi and Town Beach. 

- Socialise with family and friends at Bundegi Beach.  

- Gathering at the Froth Craft Brewery with colleagues after a whole day diving in the Exmouth
Gulf.  

- Scuba diving at the Navy pier – Best dive of my life.  

- Freediving, snorkelling, and underwater photography.  

- Boating mostly on the tinny in all the areas of Exmouth gulf.  

- Marine science research data collection on land and sea in and around the Exmouth Gulf
(Heron point and Bay of Rest.  

- Yoga at Town Beach, Yacht Club  

- Mediation in Bay of Rest. 

- Walks around the mangroves in Bay of Rest. 

- Taking photos of seabirds and intertidal life at Heron Point  

- Gathering with friends for a chat and down time together at Town Beach and Heron Point  

-The Exmouth gulf coastline provides many places to visit that relieves stresses in the peace and
quiet and contribute to mental wellbeing  

 3.       What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf? 

The current environmental pressures I have observed in the Exmouth gulf would be from
inexperienced boating people that have damaged delicate seagrass habitat with their propeller
or their anchors.  

 

The other pressures I observe in the Exmouth Gulf is from the result of climate changes including
water temperature rising. The warming of the ocean temperature has caused some areas to be
exposed to coral bleaching and seagrass loss.  

4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or
business? 

These environmental pressures that I have listed above are pressures that the habitats in the
Exmouth Gulf are clearly not coping with and still will need to face into the future. If these
pressures continue to impact the marine environments (seagrass, corals, sponges, and intertidal
reefs) then I and my marine scientist colleagues will not be able to continue to study the
biological processes and population dynamics in this area. Marine science research has barely
touched the surface when it comes to knowing enough about the Exmouth Gulf, we want to
continue to conduct research to explain the biological and ecological importance of the
processes that happen in this Exmouth Gulf area. The Exmouth Gulf is home to many different
species of marine and terrestrial life, not only is this area species rich but has a high level of
endemic animals and this should be one of the reasons why we should manage the current



environmental pressures and not add to them. Endemic species are found nowhere else on
earth and are only found in one area. There are more of these endemic species to be discovered
in the Exmouth gulf. So, if these current environmental pressures are not managed effectively
then there is a high risk, we will lose species we have not yet even discovered.  

To a marine scientist, this is hugely important to manage and minimise environmental pressures
in areas like the Exmouth Gulf because marine scientists heavily rely on discovering new species
and new processes in nature to publish articles and scientific publications. I am a marine
biologist myself and to be a part of the Oceanwise Australia research team, I would like to
confirm that if these untouched areas of the Exmouth Gulf (Heron point, Qualing pool, Malbra
creek, Bay of Rest) are already under enormous pressure by climate change and are subject to
any more threats or environmental pressures it would affect me negatively. This would affect me
personally as I would lose an environment that not only, I love but an area I would love to
discover and showcase to the world as a marine scientist. We need to ensure the current
pressures (Climate change; ocean temperature warming, sea level rise, ocean acidification, coral
bleaching, and seagrass bed loss) facing the Exmouth Gulf are researched further and are
identified as a huge risk of losing that habitat forever. Climate change is a big problem but adding
to these pressures is only going to exacerbate the habitat loss and species extinction in the
Exmouth Gulf.  

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware
of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf? 

I am beyond scared of the other activities proposed for this area, which will impact the Exmouth
Gulf negatively. I am directly concerned about the proposals including Learmonth Pipeline
Fabrication Facility - Subsea 7 Pipeline Fabrication Facility, Gascoyne Gateway Cruise – Multi-Use
Marine Facility, and K&S Salt proposal.

   

The following proposals will impact the Exmouth gulf negatively:  

-Learmonth Pipeline Fabrication Facility - Subsea 7 Pipeline Fabrication Facility 

Potential Impacts  

- The removal of direct terrestrial habitat for the construction of the onshore project envelope. 

- The dragging of pipelines with large heavy chains attached by two subsea7 vessels causing
direct impacts on the benthic habitat.  

- Huge impacts to the benthic habitat that many marine animals rely on to survive.  

- Loss of benthic animals from the weight of the chains and pipelines 

- Mangrove systems survive in a narrow tolerance of turbidity, so once that level of turbidity is
increased there will be negative impact on the health of the system.  

- Mangroves at Bay of Rest are known as the Ningaloo nursery, so you are risking the Ningaloo
reefs health is you disturb this mangrove system.  

- Noise pollution from heavy industry activities including in the operational and construction
phases of this proposal will potentially have negative impacts on the marine life in the Exmouth
Gulf. The Exmouth Gulf is quiet for a reason. This ecosystem isn’t designed to cope with ongoing
noise pollution.  

- The increased possibility of vessel strikes on marine mammals at Heron Point where subsea 7
vessels will be operating.  

- Loss of aesthetic value of a biodiverse ecosystem due to the presence of industrialisation
activity.  

- Decreased social value of the area at Heron point and Bay of Rest- due to the presence and
noise of industry. 

- The list goes on and there are no positive impacts. 



  

Gascoyne Gateway Cruise – Multi-Use Marine Facility “Green port”  

Potential Impacts 

- Terrestrial land clearing 

- Dredging – elevating turbidity in the Exmouth gulf water and impacting benthic habitat.  

- Direct removal of marine benthic habitat from dredging and damage to sensitive benthic
habitats (seagrass beds, corals, sponges, filter feeders) 

- Increasing large vessel traffic in the Exmouth Gulf– increasing noise pollution and incident rate
of boat strikes and potentially deaths of marine mammals and reptiles (e.g., dugongs, turtles,
humpback whales).  

- Increasing chance of oil tankers entering the Exmouth gulf – if oil spills were to occur there is
the potential for the conditions to become fatal to marine life.  

- Loss of Aesthetic value of Quailing pool area  

- Loss of social value due to noise pollution and large vessels such as oil tankers in the Exmouth
Gulf.  

- Loss of social value due to human health risk- increased risk of boat collisions with large vessels.
Personally, I would be scared to drive a small tinny in the gulf if there were oil tankers and large
cruise ships. 

- Cruise ships are carriers for disease and passengers that are infected could negatively impact
the health of locals and potentially spread disease in the community.  

- Large vessels could potentially disturb the Humpback Whale migration. Humpback whales uses
this area as a nursing and resting ground. The risk of disturbing this annual migration and
potentially reducing the mum and calves to survive- because they need rest and the calves do
need feeding. The Exmouth Gulf cannot allow large vessels to enter on a regular basis, it would
have too much impact on the marine wildlife.  

- Cruise liners are huge vessels, and it would impact the marine mammals that live in the
Exmouth Gulf.  

- Cruise liners are also known to be the worst contributors of human waste. The risk of the
Exmouth Gulf being polluted with human rubbish and waste products would increase and only
add another environmental pressure to the system.  

I thank you for your time and giving the public the opportunity to submit their comments on the
Exmouth Gulf to the EPA. 

Kind regards, 

 




