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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 11 November 2020 9:31 AM
To: Exmouth Gulf
Cc:
Subject: Submission to EPA cumulative impact study 

1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and 

around Exmouth Gulf? 

I value Exmouth Gulf’s natural environment which is home to a rich diversity of life including corals, 

seagrass meadows, sponge gardens, as well as vulnerable dugongs, whales, turtles, dolphins and 

birdlife. The environment is a sanctuary for animals like dugongs and whales, where they nurse their 

calves. I value Exmouth Gulf’s social and cultural significance in particular Qualing Pool which is a highly 

important and rare oasis of freshwater on the Gulf, and the wide beach there, known affectionately as 

‘Barbeque Beach,’ which is one of the most popular in the area. I value Exmouth Gulf as a social place 

where locals and visitors enjoy going for a snorkel, dropping a line in the water at Heron Point, taking 

Sunset boat cruises and spotting whales with Cruise Ningaloo  or just relaxing, away from the hustle and 

bustle of everyday life. I have swum at Town Beach, and walked and talked with locals and fisher people 

Heron Point the alleged site of Sub Sea 7 Pipeline Fabrication Facility industrialisation proposal. I value 

Exmouth Gulf and believe t would be tragic to lose these places of environmental, social, community and 

cultural value to harmful development and industrialisation such as proposals for a deep sea port and 

pipeline fabrication.   
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2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?  

 Since 1998, snorkelling on Ningaloo and visiting Exmouth; 

 two times swimming with whale sharks with WhaleShark N Dive and Ningaloo Discovery off 

Exmouth;  

 freediving in Turquoise Bay and Sandy Bay amongst a myriad of corals, fish, turtles, rays, 

whales, dolphins and sharks;  

 boating along Yardie Creek and spotting rock wallabies;  

 driving through Cape Range National Park and seeing kangaroo, bustards and eagles;  

 walking and swimming at Town Beach; 

 admiring Heron Point and mangroves and sunrise on Exmouth Gulf and sunset at the 

Lighthouse;  

 socialising at Froth Brewery, dining out and eating prawns at Whalers, staying at Pot Shot and 

Exmouth Escape; coffee and cake at The Social Society, buying supplies at IGA’s, news agency 

and others shops in town,  

 helping out on a Protect Ningaloo market stall ; and 

 popping in to the Visitors 

Centre.
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plans to industrialise Heron Point on hold for further assessment. The Gascoyne Gateway Ltd  major 

deepwater port is a new threat at beautiful Qualing Pool in the Gulf, 10km south of Exmouth. A huge 

rock causeway and pylon wharf structure around 1km long would be constructed, with dredging of the 

seabed, impacting or destroying precious marine habitat. The facility would draw some of the biggest 

ships on the seas deep into Exmouth Gulf, including bulk cargo carriers, offshore oil and gas support 

vessels, fuel tankers, and massive cruise liners.  This is no place for major shipping traffic! I believe the 

EPA would not contemplate building a port facility with heavy industrial infrastructure like this at Rottnest 

Island. Listen to me - Exmouth Gulf deserves the same protection and respect please. 

4.  
What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business? I 
support ongoing low-key, sustainable nature-based economic activity for Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo – 
such as eco-tourism, marine science, education and conservation management – that protect and 
complement the region’s world-class environmental values. I value the unique environment of Exmouth 
Gulf and need it protected for now and future generations. 

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, 

which will impact the Exmouth Gulf? I understand the Minister has determined that in addition to the 

Gascoyne Gateway Cruise and Multi-Use Marine Facility, proposals including K+S Salt proposal and 

Learmonth pipeline fabrication project have the potential to significantly impact Exmouth Gulf. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 




