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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 11 November 2020 8:56 AM
To: Exmouth Gulf
Cc: info@protectningaloo.org.au
Subject: EPA Strategic Advice for the Exmouth Gulf - Consultation

Hi my name is . Please find my consultation 
below.  
 

1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and 

around Exmouth Gulf? Peace, tourism, place of rest, education, conservation, amazing stars as there 

is little night pollution.  

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf? I went as a tourist in 2018 to 

Ningaloo reef and Exmouth Gulf (please see images attached). I camped in Exmouth and Coral Bay, 

went to the beach, went snorkelling at many different locations and just enjoyed the pure beauty of the 

area. I plan to go again to Exmouth to swim with whale sharks which was an activity I really wanted to 

do, but did not manage on my last visit.  

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf? The proposal of 

the Gascoyne Gateway to put a major deepwater port near Exmouth is extremely concerning. The construction 

of a causeway, dredging of seabed habitat and massive ships coming into the Gulf would negatively 

impact wildlife. Major shipping traffic would be a devastation for wildlife. Studies have shown that 

shipping traffic creates noice pollution that changes the acoustics of the sea negatively impacting 

marine species (1, 2, 3). Everything in the ocean is connected and in a delicate balance, too often we 

have been destroying that balance. It is time for us to work with nature rather than against it. And that 

means NO MAJOR INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY, ports and pipelines should occur in the area. Instead, as 

protect Ningaloo have suggested, economic activities in the area should be sustainable and low-key 

such as eco-tourism, marine science, education and conservation management.  

The community was overwhelmingly against the oil and gas development proposal of Nigaloo, 

with more than 30,000 people signing a letter to remove the area from the threat. It makes me 

question whether the ministers have the communities best interested at heart, considering that 

they continue to put forward proposals to industrialise the area when the community 

is overwhelming against it.  

4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or 

business? The proposals of the Port would affect the health of the region and whether or not myself 

and my future children will be able to see species such as whale sharks in the area. As a tourist, I avoid 

areas that are heavily industrialised and going to the Exmouth region was so refreshing as compared to 
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many other locations it is remote and its wildlife still intact. So please, let's keep it protected and refuse 

industrialisation.  

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, 

which will impact the Exmouth Gulf? 

Another activity that will negatively impact Exmouth Gulf is Subsea 7 Pipeline Fabrication Facility 

proposal. 

One of the proposed port users was going to be cruise ships. Cruise ships have an immense 

carbon footprint and are in no way ‘green’. Encouraging them into Exmouth is therefore not a 

good thing. 

Gascoyne Gateway propose that the port will be a ‘green’ port. However, I believe this is 

greenwashing as no port can be green, as the function of a port is to encouraging shipping 

though an area (creating noice pollution). Does the Gateway propose that all indirect emissions 

from imports, supply chains and cruise ships have been taken into account when labelling 

themselves as ‘green’? I believe that this is part of a larger systemic issue of how our society 

and economy is structured. It is not sustainable to rely on construction projects and the 

continuous depletion of Earths resources to sustain our economies. Rather we need to move 

towards a different kind of economy and society that keeps within planetary boundaries and 

respects nature above all.  

 

References: 

(1) Nikolina Rako-Gospić, Marta Picciulin (2019), ‘Chapter 20- Underwater Noise: Sources and Effects on Marine 
Life’, World Seas: an environmental evaluation (2nd edition), vol.3, pp.367-389. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-
805052-1.00023-1 

(2) Gordon, T. A. C. et al. (2018) ‘Habitat degradation negatively affects auditory settlement behavior of coral reef 
fishes’, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 115(20), pp. 5193–5198. 
doi: 10.1073/pnas.1719291115 

 (3) Richard Schiffman, 2016, Yale Environment 360. Found 
at: https://e360.yale.edu/features/how ocean noise pollution wreaks havoc on marine life 

 



3

 

 
 
 




