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Statement No. 1195

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED
(Environmental Protection Act 1986)
GREATER PARABURDOO IRON ORE HUB
Proposal:

The proposal is to extend the existing Greater Paraburdoo
iron ore mining operations located approximately 6
kilometres south of the town of Paraburdoo in the Pilbara
region of Western Australia (Figure 1).

Proponent:

Hamersley Iron Pty Limited
Australian Company Number 004 558 276

Proponent Address:

152-158 St Georges Terrace
PERTH WA 6000

Assessment Number:

2189

Report of the Environmental Protection Authority: 1723
Pursuant to section 45 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, it has been agreed that
the proposal entitled Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub described in the ‘Proposal
Content Document’ attached to the request to amend a proposal during assessment
under section 43A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (Addendum 1) dated
25 January 2022 may be implemented and that the implementation of the proposal is
subject to the following implementation conditions and procedures:
1

Limitations and Extent of Proposal

1-1

When implementing the proposal, the proponent shall ensure the proposal does
not exceed the following extents:

Proposal element

Location

Maximum extent or range

Physical elements
Mine pits and
associated
infrastructure

Figure 2

Clearing of up to 4,300 ha within a 17,422 ha
development envelope*.

Figure 4
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Proposal element

Location

Maximum extent or range
No direct disturbance permitted within the mining
exclusion zones (except for low impact activities
to support monitoring and management).
No pit crests to intersect mining restriction
zones. Disturbance restricted to potential material
spillage and rilling associated with drill and blast
activities only.
No mine pits at 14W-16W and 20W (restriction not
applicable to infrastructure) (depicted in Figure 4).
Direct clearing of Aluta quadrata shall not exceed
678 individuals of the Western Range population.
Indirect loss of Aluta quadrata shall not exceed
1,467 individuals of the Western Range population.
Direct disturbance to ghost bat caves 1, 3, 4, 5 and
13 only (depicted in Figure 3).
Direct disturbance to vegetation unit P3 limited to
127 ha.
Direct disturbance to vegetation unit H6 limited to
110 ha.
Direct disturbance to Breakaways and Gorge/Gully
habitat limited to 292 ha.
Direct disturbance to Riverine habitat limited to
7 ha.
Formation of pit lakes at closure limited to 4EE and
4W pits.

Operational elements
Dewatering and
water supply
Management of
Figure 2
surplus water

Dewatering and abstraction of up to 14 GL/a.
Controlled discharge of up to 1.7 GL/a** surplus
water to watercourses (Seven Mile Creek,
Pirraburdu Creek and Six Mile Creek) not
extending beyond the development envelope
under natural no-flow conditions.

* Total disturbance within the development envelope is estimated to be up to 8,512 ha as it includes existing historical
disturbance and disturbance which is already approved to be cleared under clearing permits CPS 4032, CPS 4594,
and CPS 5090).
** Surplus water does not include surface water from rainfall event.
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2

Contact Details

2-1

The proponent shall notify the CEO of any change of its name, physical address
or postal address for the serving of notices or other correspondence within twentyeight (28) days of such change. Where the proponent is a corporation or an
association of persons, whether incorporated or not, the postal address is that of
the principal place of business or of the principal office in the State.

3

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

3-1

The proponent must implement the proposal to meet the following outcomes:

3-2

(1)

no direct disturbance to Garrabagarrangu (Site ID 19444) and Gardagarli
(Site ID 7287);

(2)

no mine pits at 14-16W and 20W (restriction not applicable to
infrastructure) (as depicted in Figure 4) to protect and minimise access
restrictions to Gardagarli (Site ID 7287);

(3)

no direct disturbance to the catchments of waterholes (WR14-29, WR02RS04 and PB13-12) located in the mining exclusion zones within the
development envelope (Figure 4); and

(4)

subject to reasonable health and safety requirements, allow the
Yinhawangka People ongoing access and connection to Country within the
development envelope.

The proponent shall implement the proposal to meet the following objective:
(1)

avoid, where practicable, and otherwise minimise direct and indirect
impacts as a result of implementation of the proposal to Yinhawangka
cultural heritage values within and surrounding the development envelope.

3-3

The proponent shall implement the Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub on
Yinhawangka Country Social, Cultural and Heritage Management Plan May 2022
(RTIO-HSE-0358039) or any subsequent revisions confirmed for implementation
by the CEO, with the objective of ensuring that the outcomes of condition 3-1 and
objective of condition 3-2 are achieved, until the CEO has confirmed by notice in
writing that the proponent has demonstrated that the outcomes of condition 3-1
and objective of condition 3-2 have been met or are able to be met under another
statutory decision-making process.

3-4

The proponent, in consultation with the Yinhawangka Aboriginal Corporation:
(1)

may review and revise the confirmed Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub
on Yinhawangka Country Social, Cultural and Heritage Management Plan
and submit it to the CEO; and
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(2)

shall review and revise the confirmed Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub
on Yinhawangka Country Social, Cultural and Heritage Management Plan
and submit it to the CEO as and when directed by the CEO.

3-5

In the event of failure to implement management actions detailed in the confirmed
Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub on Yinhawangka Country Social, Cultural and
Heritage Management Plan, the proponent shall notify the CEO in writing within
twenty-one (21) days, or timeframe as otherwise agreed, of the non-compliance
being identified and shall immediately implement any proponent-owned
contingency actions described in the confirmed Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore
Hub on Yinhawangka Country Social, Cultural and Heritage Management Plan.

4

Flora and Vegetation

4-1

The proponent shall implement the proposal to meet the following environmental
outcomes:

4-2

(1)

direct clearing of Aluta quadrata individuals shall not exceed 678
individuals of the Western Range population as a result of the proposal;

(2)

ensure no direct impacts from the proposal on the Western Range
population of Aluta quadrata within the Western Range Aluta quadrata
mining exclusion zones, as delineated in Figure 4;

(3)

indirect loss of Aluta quadrata individuals shall not exceed 1,467 individuals
of the Western Range population as a result of the proposal; and

(4)

ensure no direct or indirect impacts from the proposal resulting in the loss
of individuals from the Paraburdoo (Pirraburdu Creek) population of Aluta
quadrata within the Paraburdoo (Pirraburdu Creek) Aluta quadrata mining
exclusion zone delineated in Figure 4.

The proponent shall implement the proposal to achieve the following
environmental objectives:
(1)

minimise direct and indirect impacts from the proposal as far as practicable
to the Western Range Aluta quadrata population;

(2)

avoid, where practicable and otherwise minimise impacts to flora and
vegetation including but not limited to impacts from clearing, altered
hydrology, dust, weeds and fire; and

(3)

maintain long-term habitat connectivity with a 200 metre wide habitat
corridor between the Western Range Aluta quadrata population contained
in the mining exclusion zone as depicted in Figure 4. Connectivity will be
temporarily interrupted by a land bridge and haul road, to be
decommissioned and rehabilitated as soon as practicable (as required by
condition 9-1(1)).
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5

Terrestrial Fauna – Ghost Bat and Pilbara Leaf-Nosed Bat

5-1

The proponent shall manage the implementation of the proposal to meet the
following environmental outcomes:
(1)

maintain the structural integrity and microclimate of ghost bat (Macroderma
gigas) caves retained in the development envelope. Specifically caves 2,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 (as depicted in Figure 5);

(2)

establish 100 metre mining restriction zones around ghost bat
(Macroderma gigas) caves located within 300 metres of mine pits, as
delineated in Figure 4. Specifically caves 6, 16, 17 and 18; and

(3)

maintain the structural integrity of the Pilbara leaf-nosed bat (Rhinonicteris
aurantia) permanent maternal roost at Gardagarli (Ratty Springs), including
the establishment of a 250-metre mining exclusion zone around the roost
as delineated in Figure 4.

6

Inland Waters, Riparian Vegetation and Subterranean Fauna

6-1

The proponent shall manage the implementation of the proposal to meet the
following environmental outcomes:
(1)

ensure no impact to Gardagarli (Ratty Springs) and the associated riparian
vegetation as a result of implementation of the proposal;

(2)

ensure impacts to groundwater levels in the riparian zone of Seven Mile
Creek are not greater than predicted in the Environmental Review;

(3)

ensure no impact to the riparian vegetation of Seven Mile Creek to the north
of the development envelope as a result of dewatering for the proposal;
and

(4)

ensure impacts to water levels and quality at Western Range gorges
(WR01-W01, WR01-W03, WR01-W06) Eastern Range Pools (ERP3 and
ERP 4), Gardagarli (Ratty Springs) and Gurungu (Doggers Gorge) are not
greater than predicted.

7

Environmental Management Plan

7-1

Within six (6) months of the issue of this Statement, or such greater time specified
by the CEO, the proponent shall prepare and submit a Condition Environmental
Management Plan(s) to the CEO and DAWE, on advice of DBCA and the
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation. The plan shall:
(1)

demonstrate how the environmental outcomes specified in conditions 4-1,
5-1 and 6-1 will be achieved, and how the environmental objectives
specified in conditions 4-2 will be achieved.
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7-2

The proponent must not undertake ground disturbing activities in
commencement of the proposal until the CEO has confirmed in writing that the
Condition Environmental Management Plan(s) meets the requirements of
condition 7-1.

7-3

For outcome-based provisions, the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s)
shall:

7-4

7-5

(1)

specify the environmental outcomes to be achieved, as specified in
condition 7-1;

(2)

specify trigger criteria that must provide an early warning that the threshold
criteria may not be met;

(3)

specify threshold criteria to demonstrate compliance
environmental outcomes specified in condition 7-1;

(4)

specify monitoring methodology to determine if trigger criteria and
threshold criteria are exceeded;

(5)

specify contingency actions to be implemented if the trigger criteria
required by condition 7-3(2) and threshold criteria required by condition
7-3(3) are exceeded; and

(6)

provide the format and timing for the reporting of monitoring results against
trigger criteria and threshold criteria to demonstrate that condition 7-1 has
been met over the reporting period in the Compliance Assessment Report
required by condition 13-6.

with

the

For management-based provisions, the Condition Environmental Management
Plan(s) shall:
(1)

specify the environmental objectives to be achieved, as specified in
condition 7-1;

(2)

specify management actions to meet the environmental objectives;

(3)

specify management targets;

(4)

specify monitoring to determine if management targets are being met; and

(5)

provide the format and timing for the reporting of monitoring results against
management targets to demonstrate that condition 7-1 has been met over
the reporting period in the Compliance Assessment Report required by
condition 13-6.

The Condition Environmental Management Plan(s) prepared in relation to
condition 4 (flora and vegetation) must include:
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(1)

7-6

7-7

7-8

contingency measures and adaptive management techniques to ensure
the outcomes of conditions 4-1(1), 4-1(2) and 4-1(3) for Aluta quadrata are
met, including changes to operations and reductions in disturbance.

The Condition Environmental Management Plan(s) prepared in relation to
condition 5 (terrestrial fauna) must include:
(1)

measures to improve knowledge of the ghost bat (Macroderma gigas)
population and utilisation of high value habitat on Western Range in the
development envelope;

(2)

measures to improve knowledge of the Pilbara leaf-nosed bat
(Rhinonicteris aurantia) population and utilisation of the maternity roost at
Gardagarli (Ratty Springs) in the development envelope; and

(3)

the proponent is required to report the findings of conditions 7-6(1) and
7-6(2) to the CEO, DAWE and DBCA.

After receiving notice in writing from the CEO that the Condition Environmental
Management Plan(s) satisfies the requirements of conditions 7-1, 7-3 and 7-4, the
proponent shall:
(1)

implement the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s), or any
subsequent approved versions; and

(2)

continue to implement the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s)
until the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing that the proponent has
demonstrated the outcomes and objectives specified in condition 7-1 have
been met or can be met under another decision-making process.

In the event that monitoring, tests, surveys or investigations indicates an
exceedance of the threshold criteria specified in the Condition Environmental
Management Plan(s), the proponent shall:
(1)

report the exceedance in writing to the CEO and the DAWE within seven
(7) days of the exceedance being identified;

(2)

commence implementation of the threshold level contingency actions
specified in the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s) within
twenty-four (24) hours following identification and continue implementation
of those actions until the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing that it has
been demonstrated that the threshold criteria are being met and the
implementation of the threshold contingency actions is no longer required;

(3)

investigate to determine the cause of the threshold criteria being exceeded;

(4)

investigate to provide information for the CEO to determine potential
environmental harm that occurred due to the threshold criteria being
exceeded; and
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(5)

7-9

provide a further report to the CEO and DAWE within twenty-one (21) days
of the exceedance being reported as required by condition 7-8(1). The
report shall include:
(a)

details of threshold contingency actions implemented;

(b)

the effectiveness of the threshold contingency actions implemented,
against the threshold criteria;

(c)

the findings of the investigations required by conditions 7-8(3) and
7-8(4);

(d)

measures to prevent the threshold criteria being exceeded in the
future;

(e)

measures to prevent, control or abate the environmental harm which
may have occurred; and

(f)

justification of the threshold remaining, or being adjusted based on
better understanding, demonstrating that outcomes would continue
to be met.

In the event that monitoring, tests, surveys or investigations indicate nonachievement of management target(s) specified in the Condition Environmental
Management Plan(s), the proponent shall:
(1)

report the non-achievement in writing to the CEO and DAWE within seven
(7) days of the non-achievement being identified;

(2)

investigate to determine the cause of the management targets not being
achieved; and

(3)

provide a further report to the CEO and DAWE within twenty-one (21) days
of the non-achievement being reported as required by condition 7-9(1). The
report must include:
(a)

the cause of non-achievement of management targets;

(b)

the finding of the investigation required by condition 7-9(2);

(c)

details of revised and/or additional management actions to be
implemented to prevent non-achievement of the management
target(s); and

(d)

relevant changes to proposal activities.

7-10 The proponent:
(1)

may review and revise the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s);
or

Page 8 of 29

(2)

shall review and revise the Condition Environmental Management Plan(s)
as and when directed by the CEO.

7-11 The proponent shall implement the latest revision of the Condition Environmental
Management Plan(s), which the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing, satisfies
the requirements of conditions 7-1, 7-3 and 7-4.
8

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

8-1

The proponent shall take measures to ensure that net GHG emissions do not
exceed:

8-2

(1)

101,704 tonnes of CO2-e for the period between 1 January 2024 and
31 December 2025;

(2)

297,742 tonnes of CO2-e for the period between 1 January 2026 and
31 December 2030;

(3)

141,000 tonnes of CO2-e for the period between 1 January 2031 and
31 December 2035;

(4)

135,000 tonnes of CO2-e for the period between 1 January 2036 and
31 December 2040;

(5)

125,000 tonnes of CO2-e for the period between 1 January 2041 and
31 December 2045; and

(6)

zero tonnes of CO2-e for every five-year period from 1 January 2046.

Where the time between the commencement of the proposal and the end of a
period specified in condition 8-1(1) is less than two (2) years, the net GHG
emissions limit for that period is to be determined in accordance with the following
formula:
Reduced net GHG emissions limit = (A ÷ 730) x B
Where:
A is the net GHG emissions limit for the period as specified in condition
8-1(1).
B is the number of days between the commencement of the proposal
and the end of the relevant period specified in condition 8-1(1).

8-3

Subject to, and to the extent that it is not inconsistent with, condition 8-1 the
proponent shall implement the Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub Proposal
Greenhouse Gas Management Plan dated April 2022 (RTIO-HSE-0345610) from
the date this Statement is issued until the CEO confirms in writing that a revision
of the plan meets the requirements of conditions 8-5(1) to 8-5(5).
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8-4

8-5

The proponent:
(1)

may submit to the CEO a revision of the confirmed Greater Paraburdoo
Iron Ore Hub Proposal Greenhouse Gas Management Plan (GHG
Management Plan) at any time;

(2)

must submit to the CEO a revision of the confirmed GHG Management
Plan:
(a)

if there is a material risk that condition 8-1 will not be complied with,
including but not limited to as a result of a change to the proposal;

(b)

with each consolidated report required under condition 8-11(1); and

(c)

as and when directed to by the CEO.

Each revision of the GHG Management Plan referred to in condition 8-4 which is
submitted to the CEO shall:
(1)

be consistent with the achievement of the net GHG emissions limits in
condition 8-1 (or achievement of net GHG emissions reductions beyond
those required by those emission limits);

(2)

specifies the estimated proposal GHG emissions and emissions
intensity for the life of the proposal;

(3)

includes a comparison of the estimated proposal GHG emissions and
emissions intensity for the life of the proposal against other comparable
facilities;

(4)

identifies and describes practicable measures that the proponent will
implement to avoid, reduce and/or offset proposal GHG emissions,
and/or reduce the emissions intensity of the proposal; and

(5)

provides a program for future review of the GHG Management Plan to:
(a)

assess the effectiveness of measures referred to in condition 8-5(4);
and

(b)

identify and describe options for future measures that the proponent
may or could implement to avoid, reduce, and/or offset proposal
GHG emissions and/or reduce the emissions intensity.

8-6

Any revision of the confirmed GHG Management Plan submitted under condition
8-4 must satisfy the requirements of conditions 8-5(1) to 8-5(5).

8-7

Within one (1) month of receiving confirmation in writing from the CEO that a GHG
Management Plan submitted to the CEO under condition 8-4 satisfies conditions
8-5(1) to 8-5(5) the proponent must submit a separate summary of the relevant
confirmed GHG Management Plan to the CEO, which must:
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(1)

include a summary of the matters specified in conditions 8-5(1) to 8-5(5);
and

(2)

be published as required by condition 8-12.

8-8

The proponent shall implement the most recent version of the confirmed GHG
Management Plan until the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing that it has been
demonstrated that the net GHG emissions limits in condition 8-1 have been met.

8-9

The proponent shall submit an annual report to the CEO, each year by 30 April,
or such other date within that calendar year as is agreed by the CEO to align with
other reporting requirements for GHG, specifying for the previous calendar year:
(1)

the quantity of proposal GHG emissions produced;

(2)

the emissions intensity,
methodology for each; and

(3)

the number of tonnes of ore produced at the proposal.

including

calculations

and

calculation

8-10 The proponent shall submit to the CEO, by 30 April 2026 or such other date in that
calendar year as agreed by the CEO to align with other reporting requirements for
GHG emissions, and every fifth year thereafter:
(1)

a consolidated report specifying:
(a)

for each of the periods specified in condition 8-1 the matters referred
to in conditions 8-9(1) to 8-9(3);

(b)

for the period specified in condition 8-1 that ended on 31 December
of the year before the report is due:
(i)

the quantity of proposal GHG emissions;

(ii)

the net GHG emissions;

(iii)

any measures that have been implemented to avoid or
reduce proposal GHG emissions (including but not limited
to the avoidance of GHG emissions through GHG
emissions abatement initiatives implemented within the Rio
Tinto Pilbara Power Generation Network);

(iv)

the identification and source of abatement measures that
have been used to avoid or reduce proposal GHG
emissions (noting that each tonne of CO2-e abated can only
be applied to one proposal per reporting period);

(v)

document and provide the accounting methodology used to
derive the quantity of proposal GHG emissions that have
been avoided or reduced through abatement measures; and
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(vi)

(2)

the type, quantity, identification or serial number, and date of
retirement or cancellation of any authorised offsets which
have been retired or cancelled and which have been used to
calculate the net GHG emissions referred to in condition
8-10(1)(b)(ii), including written evidence of such retirement or
cancellation.

an audit and peer review report of the consolidated report required by
condition 8-10(1), carried out by an independent person or independent
persons with suitable technical experience dealing with the suitability of the
methodology used to determine the matters set out in the consolidated
report, whether the consolidated report is accurate and whether the
consolidated report is supported by credible evidence.

8-11 A consolidated report referred to in condition 8-10(1) must be accompanied by:
(1)

a revision of the most recent confirmed GHG Management Plan under
condition 8-4(2)(b); and

(2)

a separate summary report, for each of the periods specified in condition
8-1, which includes:
(a)

a graphical comparison of net GHG emissions with the net GHG
emissions limits detailed in condition 8-1;

(b)

proposal emissions intensity compared to comparable facilities;

(c)

a summary of measures to avoid or reduce the proposal GHG
emissions undertaken by the proponent; and

(d)

a clear statement as to whether the limits for net GHG emissions
set out in condition 8-1 have been met, and whether future net GHG
emissions limits are likely to be met, including a description of any
reasons why those limits have not been, and/or are unlikely to be
met.

8-12 The proponent shall make the confirmed GHG Management Plan, the summary
of that plan required by condition 8-7, and all reports required by condition 8
publicly available on the proponent’s website within the timeframes specified
below for the life of the proposal, or in any other manner and for any other
timeframe specified in writing by the CEO:
(1)

any confirmed GHG Management Plan, within two weeks of receiving
written confirmation from the CEO that it satisfied the requirements of
conditions 8-5(1) to 8-5(5); and

(2)

the summary of any confirmed GHG Management Plan referred to in
condition 8-7 and the reports referred to in conditions 8-10 and 8-11 within
two (2) weeks of submitting the document to the CEO.
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9

Rehabilitation and Decommissioning

9-1

The proponent shall manage the implementation of the proposal to meet the
following environmental outcome:
(1)

decommission, rehabilitate and revegetate the land bridge and haul road
connecting waste dump 3 to the pit disturbance footprint as soon as
reasonably practicable and minimise the period needed to construct and
operate these elements of the proposal. Rehabilitation and
decommissioning shall include but is not limited to:
(a)

removal of fill material from the land bridge and haul road down to a
level similar to the pre-disturbance topography; and

(b)

rehabilitation and revegetation to provide habitat connectivity,
including using the findings of the Aluta quadrata Offsets Program
as required by condition 10.

(2)

backfill pits 36W and 66W to prevent the formation of permanent pit lakes;

(3)

ensure that the proposal is rehabilitated and decommissioned in an
ecologically sustainable manner; and

(4)

ensure that closure planning and rehabilitation are undertaken in a
progressive manner.

9-2

The proponent must continue rehabilitation required by condition 9-1 until the CEO
confirms by notice in writing that it has been demonstrated that the relevant
requirements in condition 9-1 have been met.

9-3

Within twelve (12) months of the issue of this Statement or as otherwise agreed
in writing from the CEO, the proponent shall prepare and submit a Mine Closure
Plan(s) in accordance with the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and
Safety’s Statutory Guidelines for Mine Closure Plans March 2020 (or any
subsequent revisions of the guidelines), to the requirements of the CEO, on advice
of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety; the Department of
Water and Environmental Regulation; and DBCA.

9-4

The proponent shall review and revise the Mine Closure Plan(s) required by
condition 9-3 at intervals not exceeding five (5) years, or as otherwise specified
by the CEO, and submit the Mine Closure Plan(s) to the CEO at the agreed
intervals.

9-5

The proponent shall implement the latest revision of the Mine Closure Plan(s),
which the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing, satisfies the requirements of
conditions 9-1 and 9-3.
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10

Offsets – Aluta quadrata

10-1 Within six (6) months of the date of this Statement, or as otherwise agreed in
writing by the CEO, the proponent shall prepare and submit an Aluta quadrata
Offset Program to counterbalance the significant residual impact on Aluta
quadrata as a result of implementation of the proposal to the requirement of the
CEO, on advice of the DBCA.
The objectives of the Aluta quadrata Offset Program may include but are not
limited to:
(1)

development of a plan for the conservation and management of Aluta
quadrata in the development envelope to ensure its conservation status is
maintained (or improved if possible);

(2)

identification of the pollinator community of Aluta quadrata, and the habitat
requirements of that pollinator community;

(3)

development of baseline data on the recruitment, growth and survival of
the Western Range Population;

(4)

assessment of the soil seedbank and examine the persistence of seed in
soil; and

(5)

identification of the breeding system of Aluta quadrata (including genetic
work).

10-2 The Aluta quadrata Offset Program must include:
(1)

objectives, timing, milestones and methodology;

(2)

a Summary Offset Plan, on advice of the DBCA, that provides the design
for the proposed research and development of a plan for the conservation
and management of Aluta quadrata and completion criteria for each project
to meet the objectives of condition 10-1; and

(3)

identify how the research findings will be made available to the CEO and
DBCA.

10-3 The proponent, in consultation with the DBCA:
(1)

may review and revise the Aluta quadrata Offset Program and submit it to
the CEO; and

(2)

shall review and revise the confirmed Aluta quadrata Offset Program and
submit it to the CEO as and when directed by the CEO.

10-4 The proponent shall implement the most recent version of the confirmed Aluta
quadrata Offset Program, which the CEO has confirmed by notice in writing,
satisfies the requirements of conditions 10-1 and 10-2.
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11

Offset – Pilbara Environmental Offsets Fund

11-1 The proponent shall contribute funds to the Pilbara Environmental Offsets Fund
calculated pursuant to condition 11-2, to achieve the objective of counterbalancing
the significant residual impacts to:
(1)

‘Good’ to ‘Excellent’ condition native vegetation within the Hamersley IBRA
subregion within the development envelope;

(2)

riparian vegetation (including groundwater dependent vegetation) within
the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or the Ashburton IBRA subregion;

(3)

Threatened flora within the Hamersley IBRA subregion;

(4)

high value habitat for MNES (northern quoll, ghost bat, Pilbara leaf-nosed
bat and Pilbara olive python) in the form of Breakaways and Gorge/Gully
habitat within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA
subregion;

(5)

high value habitat for MNES (Pilbara olive python) in the form of Riverine
habitat within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA
subregion;

(6)

moderate value habitat for MNES (northern quoll) in the form of Riverine,
Drainage Line and Rocky Hill habitat within 1 km of a previous northern
quoll record in the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or the Ashburton IBRA
subregion;

(7)

moderate value habitat for MNES (ghost bat) in the form of Riverine,
Drainage Line and Rocky Hill habitat within 5 km of a ghost bat cave in the
Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or the Ashburton IBRA subregion; and

(8)

moderate value habitat for MNES (Pilbara leaf-nosed bat) in the form of
Riverine, Alluvial Plain, Drainage Line and Rocky Hill habitat within 10 km
of a Pilbara leaf-nosed bat cave in the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or
the Ashburton IBRA subregion.

11-2 The proponent’s contribution to the Pilbara Environmental Offsets Fund shall
be paid biennially, with the amount to be contributed calculated based on the
clearing undertaken in each year of the biennial reporting period in accordance
with the rates in condition 11-3. The first biennial reporting period shall commence
from ground disturbing activities of the environmental value(s) identified in
condition 11-3.
11-3 Calculated on the 2021 calendar year, the contribution rates are:
(1)

$869 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of ‘Good’ to ‘Excellent’ condition
native vegetation, cleared as a result of the proposal within the Hamersley
IBRA subregion;
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(2)

$1,739 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of riparian vegetation (including
groundwater dependent vegetation) cleared as a result of the proposal
within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA subregion;

(3)

$1,739 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of Threatened flora cleared as
a result of the proposal within the Hamersley IBRA subregion;

(4)

$1,739 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of high value habitat for MNES
(northern quoll, ghost bat, Pilbara leaf-nosed bat and Pilbara olive python)
in the form of Breakaways and Gorge/Gully habitat cleared as a result of
the proposal within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA
subregion;

(5)

$1,739 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of high value habitat for MNES
(Pilbara olive python) in the form of Riverine habitat cleared as a result of
the proposal within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA
subregion;

(6)

$869 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of moderate value habitat for
MNES (northern quoll) in the form of Riverine, Drainage Line and Rocky
Hill habitat within 1 km of a previous northern quoll record in the Hamersley
IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA subregion cleared as a result of
the proposal;

(7)

$869 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of moderate value habitat for
MNES (ghost bat) in the form of Riverine, Drainage Line and Rocky Hill
habitat within 5 km of a ghost bat cave cleared as a result of the proposal
within the Hamersley IBRA subregion and/or Ashburton IBRA subregion;
and

(8)

$869 AUD (excluding GST) per hectare of moderate value habitat for
MNES (Pilbara leaf-nosed bat) in the form of Riverine, Alluvial Plain,
Drainage Line and Rocky Hill habitat within 10 km of a Pilbara leaf-nosed
bat cave cleared as a result of the proposal within the Hamersley IBRA
subregion and/or the Ashburton IBRA subregion.

11-4 The rates in condition 11-3 change annually each subsequent calendar year in
accordance with the percentage change in the CPI applicable to that calendar
year.
11-5 To achieve the objective in condition 11-1, the proponent shall prepare and submit
a Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub Proposal Impact Reconciliation Procedure to
the satisfaction of the CEO within six (6) months of the date of this Statement.
This procedure shall:
(1)

spatially define the environmental value(s) identified in condition 11-1;
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(2)

spatially define the areas where offsets required by condition 11-1 are to
be exempt;

(3)

include a methodology to calculate the amount of clearing undertaken
during each of the biennial reporting periods for each of the environmental
values identified in condition 11-1;

(4)

state that the clearing calculation for the first biennial reporting period will
commence from the first date of ground disturbing activities in
accordance with condition 11-2 and end on the second 31 December
following the commencement of ground disturbing activities;

(5)

state that clearing calculations for each subsequent biennial reporting
period will commence on 1 January of the required reporting period, unless
otherwise agreed by the CEO;

(6)

indicate the timing and content of the Impact Reconciliation Reports; and

(7)

be prepared in accordance with Instructions on how to prepare
Environmental Protection Act 1986 Part IV Impact Reconciliation
Procedures and Impact Reconciliation Reports (or any subsequent
revisions).

11-6 The proponent:
(1)

may review and revise the Impact Reconciliation Procedure; or

(2)

shall review and revise the Impact Reconciliation Procedure as and when
directed by the CEO by a notice in writing.

11-7 The proponent shall submit Impact Reconciliation Reports in accordance with the
Impact Reconciliation Procedure approved in condition 11-5.
11-8 The Impact Reconciliation Report required pursuant to condition 11-7 shall
provide the location and spatial extent of the clearing undertaken as a result of the
proposal during each year of each biennial reporting period.
11-9 The clearing of 4,212 ha as a result of existing historical, and current approved
disturbance approved under CPS 5090, CPS 4032 and CPS 4594 are exempt
from the requirement to offset under condition 11-1.
11-10 Where clearing coincides with more than one environmental value under
conditions 11-3, the higher contribution rate applies.
11-11 The proponent may apply in writing and seek the written approval of the CEO to
reduce all or part of the contribution payable under condition 11-3 where:
(1)

a payment has been made to satisfy a condition of an approval under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 in relation
to the proposal; and
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(2)

the payment is made for the purpose of counterbalancing impacts of the
proposal on matters of national environmental significance.

11-12 The CEO may grant approval to discount the amount payable under condition
11-3 if the CEO is satisfied that the payment will offset the significant residual
impacts of the proposal.
12

Environmental Performance Report

12-1 The proponent shall submit an Environmental Performance Report to the CEO
every five (5) years.
12-2 The first Environmental Performance Report shall be submitted by 30 April after
the expiry of the five-year period commencing from the first date of the Statement,
or such other time as may be approved by the CEO.
12-3 Each Environmental Performance Report shall report on proposal emissions and
proposal impacts on the following environmental values within the development
envelope:
(1)

state of significant flora and vegetation;

(2)

state of significant terrestrial fauna;

(3)

state of groundwater and surface water;

(4)

state of Aboriginal cultural heritage; and

(5)

state of the holistic environment.

12-4 The Environmental Performance Report must include:
(1)

(2)

a comparison of the environmental values identified in condition 12-3 at the
end of the five-year period; against the state of each environmental value
at the beginning of the five-year period;
a comparison of the environmental values identified in condition 12-3 at the
end of the five-year period; against the state of the environmental values
identified in first Environmental Performance Report submitted in
accordance with condition 12-2; and

(3)

proposed adaptive management and continuous improvement strategies.

12-5 The Environmental Performance Report may be in whole or part prepared in
conjunction with other proponents where there are cumulative impacts from their
proposals.
13

Compliance Reporting

13-1 The proponent shall prepare and maintain a Compliance Assessment Plan which
is submitted to the CEO at least six (6) months prior to the first Compliance
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Assessment Report required by condition 13-6, or prior to implementation of the
proposal, whichever is sooner.
13-2 The Compliance Assessment Plan shall indicate:
(1)

the frequency of compliance reporting;

(2)

the approach and timing of compliance assessments;

(3)

the retention of compliance assessments;

(4)

the method of reporting of potential non-compliances and corrective actions
taken;

(5)

the table of contents of Compliance Assessment Reports; and

(6)

public availability of Compliance Assessment Reports.

13-3 After receiving notice in writing from the CEO that the Compliance Assessment
Plan satisfies the requirements of condition 13-2 the proponent shall assess
compliance with conditions in accordance with the Compliance Assessment Plan
required by condition 13-1.
13-4 The proponent shall retain reports of all compliance assessments described in the
Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 13-1 and shall make those
reports available when requested by the CEO.
13-5 The proponent shall advise the CEO of any potential non-compliance within seven
(7) days of that non-compliance being known.
13-6 The proponent shall submit to the CEO the first Compliance Assessment Report
by 30 April 2023 addressing the period from the date of issue of this Statement
and then annually from the date of submission of the first Compliance Assessment
Report, or as otherwise agreed in writing by the CEO.
The Compliance Assessment Report shall:
(1)

be endorsed by the proponent’s Chief Executive Officer or a person
delegated to sign on the Chief Executive Officer’s behalf;

(2)

include a statement as to whether the proponent has complied with the
conditions;

(3)

identify all potential non-compliances and describe corrective and
preventative actions taken;

(4)

be made publicly available in accordance with the approved Compliance
Assessment Plan; and

(5)

indicate any proposed changes to the Compliance Assessment Plan
required by condition 13-1.
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14

Public Availability of Data

14-1 Subject to condition 14-2, within a reasonable time period approved by the CEO
of the issue of this Statement and for the remainder of the life of the proposal, the
proponent shall make publicly available, in a manner approved by the CEO, all
validated environmental data (including sampling design, sampling
methodologies, empirical data and derived information products (e.g. maps)),
management plans and reports relevant to the assessment of this proposal and
implementation of this Statement.
14-2 If any data referred to in condition 14-1 contains particulars of:
(1)

a secret formula or process;

(2)

culturally sensitive information; or

(3)

confidential commercially sensitive information,

the proponent may submit a request for approval from the CEO to not make these
data publicly available. In making such a request the proponent shall provide the
CEO with an explanation and reasons why the data should not be made publicly
available.

[signed on 4 August 2022]

Hon Reece Whitby MLA
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT; CLIMATE ACTION

Key decision-making authority
consulted under section 45(2):
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
Minister for State Development
Minister for Water
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Table 1: Abbreviations and definitions
Acronym or
abbreviation

Definition or term

Authorised
offsets

Units representing GHG emissions issued under one of the
following schemes and cancelled or retired in accordance with
any rules applicable at the relevant time governing the
cancellation or retiring of units of that kind:
(a) Australian Carbon Credit Units issued under the Carbon
Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (Cth);
(b) Verified Emission Reductions issued under the Gold
Standard program;
(c) Verified Carbon Units issued under the Verified Carbon
Standard program; or
(d) other offset units that the Minister has notified the proponent
in writing meet integrity principles and are based on clear,
enforceable and accountable methods.

Aboriginal
cultural heritage

Means the tangible and intangible elements that are important
to the Aboriginal people of the State, and are recognised
through social, spiritual, historical, scientific or aesthetic values,
as part of Aboriginal tradition, to the extent they directly affect
or are affected by physical or biological surroundings.

CEO

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of the Public
Service of the State responsible for the administration of
Section 48 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, or their
delegate.

Cleared

As defined in s. 51A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.

Confirmed

Means, at the relevant time, in relation to a plan required to be
made and submitted to the CEO, the plan that the CEO
confirmed, by notice in writing, meets the requirements of the
relevant condition.

Commencement
of the proposal

Commencement of the proposal described in Section 2.4 of the
Greater Paraburdoo Iron Ore Hub Proposal Environmental
Review Document (RTIO-HSE-0337176) and associated
exclusions on the EPA website.

CPI

The All Groups Consumer Price Index numbers for Perth
compiled and published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

DAWE

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (Cth)

DBCA

The Western Australian Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions or any successor department or
agency assisting in the administration of the Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2016 (WA) as amended or replaced from time
to time.

Emissions
intensity

Proposal GHG Emissions per tonne per annum of saleable
ore product produced.

EP Act

Environmental Protection Act 1986.
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Acronym or
abbreviation

Definition or term

GHG emissions

Greenhouse gas emissions expressed in tonnes of carbon
dioxide equivalent (CO2-e) as calculated in accordance with the
definition of 'carbon dioxide equivalence' in section 7 of the
National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 (Cth), or,
if that definition is amended or repealed, the meaning set out in
an Act, regulation or instrument concerning greenhouse gases
as specified by the Minister.

GL/a

Gigalitres per annum

Greenhouse gas
(GHG)

Has the meaning given by section 7A of the National
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 (Cth) or, if that
definition is amended or repealed, the meaning set out in an
Act, regulation or instrument concerning greenhouse gases as
specified by the Minister.

Ground
disturbing
activities

Any ground disturbing activity undertaken in the
commencement of the proposal and its implementation,
including any clearing, civil works or construction, other than
preliminary works to which approval has been given under the
EP Act.

H6

Vegetation unit H6 is described as ‘Acacia aneura sens. lat. low
open woodland over A. tetragonophylla tall open shrubland over
Senna spp. scattered shrubs over Triodia wiseana open
hummock to hummock grassland’.

ha

Hectares

IBRA

Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia.

km

Kilometres

Mining
exclusion
zone(s)

Areas where there will be no direct disturbance from proposal
activities (except for low impact activities associated with
monitoring and management).

Mining
restriction
zone(s)

No pit crests to intersect mining restriction zones. Disturbance
restricted to potential material spillage and rilling associated
with drill and blast activities, and low impact activities
associated with monitoring and management only.

MNES

Matters of National Environmental Significance.

Net GHG
emissions

Proposal GHG emissions for a period less any reduction in
GHG emissions represented by the cancellation or retirement
of authorised offsets which:
(a) were cancelled or retired between the first day of the period
until 31 March in the year after the period has ended;
(b) have been identified in the report for that period as required
by condition 8-10(1)(b)(vi);
(c) have not been identified as cancelled or retired in the report
for that period as required by condition 8-10(1)(b)(vi);
(d) have not been used to offset GHG emissions other than
proposal GHG emissions; and
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Acronym or
abbreviation

Definition or term
(e) were not generated by avoiding proposal GHG emissions.

P3

Vegetation unit P3 is described as ‘Acacia aneura sens. lat., A.
tetragonophylla tall shrubland over Triodia epactia open
hummock grassland’.

Pilbara
Environmental
Offsets Fund

A special purpose account created pursuant to section 16(1)(d)
of the Financial Management Act 2006 by the Department of
Water and Environmental Regulation.

Proposal GHG
emissions

GHG emissions released to the atmosphere as a direct result
of an activity or series of activities that comprise/s or form/s part
of the activities within the development envelope (operations at
Channar Iron Ore Mine are excluded).

Registrar of
Aboriginal Sites

The person appointed Registrar of Aboriginal Sites under the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA) or any successor entity
appointed under that Act as amended or replaced from time to
time.

Threatened

Threatened under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (WA)

Figures (attached)
Figure 1: Regional location
Figure 2: Development envelope and conceptual footprint
Figure 3: Ghost bat caves authorised to be disturbed
Figure 4: Mining exclusion zones, mining restriction zones and location of 14-16W and
20W
Figure 5: Ghost bat caves to be retained in the development envelope

Page 23 of 29

Figure 1: Regional location
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Figure 2: Development envelope and conceptual footprint
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Figure 3: Ghost bat caves authorised to be disturbed
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Figure 4: Mining exclusion zones, mining restriction zones and location of 14-16W and 20W
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Figure 5: Ghost bat caves to be retained within the development envelope

Page 28 of 29

Schedule 1
All co-ordinates are in metres, listed in Map Grid of Australia Zone 50 (MGA Zone 50),
datum of Geocentric Datum of Australia 1994 (GDA94).
Spatial data depicted in Figures 1 to 5 in this Statement are held by the Department
of Water and Environmental Regulation (A2094641, A2097084 and
DWERDT599362).

