






























Attachment 2 to Ministerial Statement 682 
 

Change to proposal under s45C of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
Attachment 2 replaces Schedule 1 and Attachment 1 of Ministerial Statement 682 
 

 
Proposal: Goldsworthy Iron Ore Mines Extension Project, 100 - 170 kilometres 

East of Port Hedland 
 
Proponent: BHP Billiton Iron Ore Pty Ltd 
 

 
The Proposal (Assessment No. 1568) (Revised Description) 
 
The project is located between 100 and 170 kilometres east of Port Hedland in the 
Pilbara (Figure 1).  The proponent holds the mining lease which is operated in 
accordance with the Iron Ore (Goldsworthy) Agreement Act 1964 and the Iron Ore 
(Goldsworthy-Nimingarra) Agreement Act 1972.    
 
The proposal is to continue mining at Nimingarra and Yarrie and the newly developed 
mine at Cattle Gorge.  As individual pits are mined, the voids may be partially infilled 
with overburden materials from other pits within the mining leases. 
 
The project comprises: 

 opencut mining of ore from the Nimingarra area (Nim 1 deposit) and Yarrie areas 
(Y4a, Y7 west, Y10 north deposits) and from the newly developed Cattle Gorge 
mine; 

 progressive associated construction of haul and access roads in addition to the 
existing layout; 

 placement of overburden in mine voids and out-of-pit storage areas; 

 partial backfilling of Nim 1 and Cattle Gorge mine pits to at least 5 metres above 
the pre-mining water table where mining is proposed to go deeper than the water 
table; 

 crushing, loading and transportation of ore; and 

 the continued use of existing service infrastructure at Yarrie.   
 
 

 
Changes:  
 - Revised Proposal Description 

- Removal of Location, Duration and Employment from the Key 

Characteristics Table;  

- Increase the area of disturbance from approximately 145 hectares (ha) 

to 270 ha; and 

- Formalise new Maximum Disturbance Boundaries (development 

envelope) of approximately 455 ha for the site.   



Key Characteristics Table:  
 

Element Description of proposal Description of approved change to 
proposal 
 

Location Goldsworthy to Yarrie, 100-170 
kilometres east of Port Hedland, 
East Pilbara Region. 

“Location” removed as it is 
contained in the Proposal 
description. 

Main activity Extending existing mines at 
Yarrie: Y10. 

Extending existing mines at Yarrie: 
Y10. 

New mines at Cattle Gorge, 
Nimingarra: Nim I, and Yarrie: Y7 
west. 

New mines at Cattle Gorge, 
Nimingarra: Nim I, and Yarrie: Y7 
west. 

Production continues unchanged 
at up to approximately 8.5 Mega 
tonnes per annum iron ore. 

Up to approximately 8.5 Mega 
tonnes per annum iron ore. 

Contingent activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extend existing, and create new, 
overburden dumps adjacent to 
new pits. Some overburden 
material will be placed in mined-
out pits. The Nim I and Cattle 
Gorge pits which are mined below 
the water table will be backfilled 
to at least 5 metres above the 
pre-mining water table. 

Extend existing, and create new, 
overburden dumps adjacent to new 
pits. Some overburden material will 
be placed in mined-out pits. The 
Nim I and Cattle Gorge pits which 
are mined below the water table 
will be backfilled to at least 5 
metres above the pre-mining water 
table. 

(Previously approved) 11 
kilometres haul road from Cattle 
Gorge to the Yarrie processing 
centre. Other access and haul 
roads to proposed mine areas, 
overburden dumps and other 
infrastructure. 

(Previously approved) 11 
kilometres haul road from Cattle 
Gorge to the Yarrie processing 
centre. Other access and haul 
roads to proposed mine areas, 
overburden dumps and other 
infrastructure. 

Rehabilitate mined-out areas, 
completed dumps and redundant 
roads. 

Rehabilitate mined-out areas, 
completed dumps and redundant 
roads. 

No change to existing ore 
crushing and screening facilities, 
at Yarrie and Nimingarra. 

Existing ore crushing and 
screening facilities, at Yarrie and 
Nimingarra. 

No changes to ore-train loading 
facilities or train frequency (4 per 
day average) 

No changes to ore-train loading 
facilities or train frequency (4 per 
day average) 

Existing borefield water supplies 
to continue, supplemented where 
possible by mine dewatering. 

Existing borefield water supplies to 
continue, supplemented where 
possible by mine dewatering. 

Area Disturbed 145 hectares 270 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a Maximum Disturbance 
Boundary1 (MDB) totalling 
approximately 455 ha as below: 

 

Yarrie (Y4A, Y7 West and Y10)  

                                                 
1
 Development Envelope 



Element Description of proposal Description of approved change to 
proposal 
 
70 ha Area of Disturbance within 
a 121 ha MDB. 

 

Cattle Gorge  

167 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a 268 ha MDB. 

 

Nim I  

33 ha Area of Disturbance within 
a 66 ha MDB. 

Power Supply Existing supply, with extension to 
Cattle Gorge area. 

Existing supply, with extension to 
Cattle Gorge area. 

Duration Extends mining operations by 18 
months to 2 years up to mid-
2007. 

“Duration” removed as it is not a 
key characteristic relevant to the 
environment. 

Employment Marginal increase to 230 
employees, fly-in, fly-out. 

“Employment” removed as it is 
not a key characteristic relevant 
to the environment. 

 
Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristics Table, indicates change/s to the proposal. 
 
 
List of Figures: Figures1 to 5 replace all Figures in Schedule 1 
 
Figure 1:  Regional location 
Figure 2:   Goldsworthy Iron Ore Mines Project Location  
Figure 3: Nim 1 mine location  
Figure 4: Cattle Gorge mine location 
Figure 5: Yarrie (Y4A, Y7W and Y10) mines locations 
 
 
 
[Signed on 9 October 2013] 
 
Dr Paul Vogel  
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 Figure 1: Regional Location



 
 

 Figure 2: Goldsworthy Iron Ore Mines Project Location 



 
   Figure 3: Nim I mine location 



 
   Figure 4: Cattle Gorge mine location 



 
  Figure 5: Yarrie (Y4A, Y7W and Y10) mines locations 


