
















































Attachment 2 to Statement 681 
 

Change to Proposal 
 
 
Proposal: Esperance Port – Upgrading of Marine Facilities and increase in Iron Ore 

Export through Esperance Port to 8 million tonnes per annum  
 
Proponent: Esperance Ports Sea and Land  
 
 
Change: Increasing iron ore exports through the Port of Esperance from 8.8 

million tonnes per annum to 11.5 million tonnes per annum 
 

Key Characteristics Table: 
 

Element Description of proposal Description of approved change to 
proposal (bolded) 

Dredge the harbour basin 
and Berths 1 and 2 

• Deepen Berths 1 and 2 from -12.5 
metres (reduced level) to -14.7 
meters (reduced level) 

• Deepen harbour basin from 
approximately -12.8 metres 
(reduced level) to 15.1 metres 
(reduced level) 

• Dredge an area of approximately 50 
hectares 

• Generate approximately 1,500,000 
cubic metres of dredged material 

• Deepen Berths 1 and 2 from -12.5 
metres (reduced level) to -14.7 
meters (reduced level) 

• Deepen harbour basin from 
approximately -12.8 metres 
(reduced level) to 15.1 metres 
(reduced level) 

• Dredge an area of approximately 50 
hectares 

• Generate approximately 1,500,000 
cubic metres of dredged material 

Extend the existing 
groyne, relocate the 
existing breakwater and 
construct a new 
breakwater 

• Extend existing 170 metre groyne 
by an additional 100 metres 

• Widen the base of the existing 
breakwater by approximately 200 
metres 

• Build a new breakwater, 
approximately 700 metres long 

• Construct a sand apron seaward of 
the breakwater as a protective 
measure against erosion 

• Extend existing 170 metre groyne 
by an additional 100 metres 

• Widen the base of the existing 
breakwater by approximately 200 
metres 

• Build a new breakwater, 
approximately 700 metres long 

• Construct a sand apron seaward of 
the breakwater as a protective 
measure against erosion 

Reclaim land on the south 
easterly side of Esperance 
Port 

• Pump dredged material to behind 
the new breakwater 

• Reclaim approximately 15 hectares 

• Pump dredged material to behind 
the new breakwater 

• Reclaim approximately 15 hectares 
Construct third berth • Construct new deep draft berth and 

shipping channel along the 
shoreward side of the existing 
harbour breakwater 

• Deepen new berth and shipping 
channel to -19 metres (reduced 
level) 

• Construct new deep draft berth and 
shipping channel along the 
shoreward side of the existing 
harbour breakwater 

• Deepen new berth and shipping 
channel to -19 metres (reduced 
level) 



Element Description of proposal Description of approved change to 
proposal (bolded) 

Construct iron ore ship 
outloading and handling 
equipment 

• Construct an iron ore shiploader 
designed to suit Cape Class vessels 

• Construct new iron ore conveyor 
and handling equipment 

• Construct an iron ore shiploader 
designed to suit Cape Class vessels 

• Construct new iron ore conveyor 
and handling equipment 

Construct an additional 
iron ore storage shed 

• Construct shed with a capacity of 
200,000 tonnes (nominally 300 
metres x 60 metres, and 22 metres 
high) 

• Construct shed with a capacity of 
200,000 tonnes (nominally 300 
metres x 60 metres, and 22 metres 
high) 

Timing of construction 
activities 

• The proposal will commence as 
soon as all approvals are granted 
and will take approximately 20 – 24 
months to complete 

• Dredging and breakwater relocation 
is expected to take 9 months 

• Construction of the third berth and 
the iron ore shiploader is expected 
to take 15 months 

• Construction of additional iron ore 
storage and handling facilities is 
expected to take 12 months 

• The proposal will commence as 
soon as all approvals are granted 
and will take approximately 20 – 24 
months to complete 

• Dredging and breakwater relocation 
is expected to take 9 months 

• Construction of the third berth and 
the iron ore shiploader is expected 
to take 15 months 

• Construction of additional iron ore 
storage and handling facilities is 
expected to take 12 months 

Ongoing operation • Iron ore delivered to Esperance Port 
by rail will occur at a rate of up to 
8.8 million tonnes per annum 

• Iron ore export from Esperance Port 
will occur at a rate of up to 8.8 
million tonnes per annum 

• The number of iron ore trains from 
the mine to the rail yard will 
increase from 18 to an average of 20 
iron ore trains per week 

• Esperance Ports Sea and Land will 
accept up to 80 iron ore trains per 
week (with and without wagons) 

• Approximately 80 iron ore vessels 
will enter Esperance Port per week 

• Iron ore delivered to Esperance 
Port by rail will occur at a rate of 
up to 11.5 million tonnes per 
annum 

• Iron ore export from Esperance 
Port will occur at a rate of up to 
11.5 million tonnes per annum 

• The number of iron ore trains from 
the mine to the rail yard will 
increase from 18 to an average of 20 
iron ore trains per week 

• Esperance Ports Sea and Land will 
accept up to 80 iron ore trains per 
week (with and without wagons) 

• Approximately 80 iron ore vessels 
will enter Esperance Port per week 
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