Statement No.

MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 000649

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED
(PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986)

YELLOWFIN TUNA AQUACULTURE TRIAL,
ZEEWIJK CHANNEL, ABROLHOS ISLANDS

Proposal: The implementation of a one-year, pilot scale yellowfin tuna seacage
aquaculture trial in the Zeewijk Channel, Abrolhos Islands
(approximately 75 kilometres west of Geraldton), as documented in

schedule 1 of this statement.

Proponent: Latitude Fisheries Pty Ltd, and
W. T. N. Nominees Pty. Ltd. AFT the Newbold Family Trust

Proponent Addresses: Latitude Fisheries Pty Ltd
PO Box 77
GERALDTON WA 6530

W. T. N. Nominees Pty. Ltd. AFT the Newbold Family Trust

PO Box 1419
GERAILDTON WA 6531

Assessment Number: 1485

Report of the Environmental Protection Authority: Bulletin 1109

The proposal referred to above may be implemented by the proponent subject to the following
conditions and procedures:

1 Implementation

1-1 The proponent shall implement the proposal as documented in schedule 1 of this
statement subject to the conditions of this statement.
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24 MAY 2004




2-1

2-2

3-1

3-3

Proponent Commitments

The proponent shall implement the environmental management commitments
documented in schedule 2 of this statement,

The proponent shall make the Environmental Management Plans committed to and
referred to in schedule 2 publicly available, to the requirements of the Minister for the
Environment on advice of the Environmental Protection Authority.

Proponent Nomination and Contact Details

The proponent for the time being nominated by the Minister for the Environment under
section 38(6) or (7) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 is responsible for the
implementation of the proposal until such time as the Minister for the Environment has
exercised the Minister’s power under section 38(7) of the Act to revoke the nomination
of that proponent and nominate another person as the proponent for the proposal,

If the proponent wishes to relinquish the nomination, the proponent shall apply for the
transfer of proponent and provide a letter with a copy of this statement endorsed by the
proposed replacement proponent that the proposal will be carried out in accordance with
this statement. Contact details and appropriate documentation on the capability of the
proposed replacement proponent to carry out the proposal shall also be provided.

The nominated proponent shall notify the Department of Environmental Protection of
any change of contact name and address within 60 days of such change.

Commencement and Time Limit of Approval
The proponent shall substantially commence the proposal within three years of the date
of this statement or the approval granted in this statement shall lapse and be void.

Note: The Minister for the Environment will determine any dispute as to whether the
proposal has been substantially commenced.



4-2  The proponent shall make application for any extension of approval for the substantial

5-2

commencement of the proposal beyond three years from the date of this statement to the
Minister for the Environment, prior to the expiration of the three-year period referred to
in condition 4-1. ‘

The application shall demonstrate that:

1. the environmental factors of the proposal have not changed significantly;
2. new, significant, environmental issues have not arisen; and

3. all relevant government authorities have been consulted.

Note: The Minister for the Environment may consider the grant of an extension of the
time limit of approval not exceeding five years for the substantial commencement of the

proposal.

Compliance Audit and Performance Review

The proponent shall prepare an audit program and submit compliance reports to the
Department of Environmental Protection which address:

i. the status of implementation of the proposal as defined in schedule 1 of this
statement;

2. evidence of compliance with the conditions and commitments; and
3. the performance of the environmental management plans and programs.

Note: Under Sections 48(1) and 47(2) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, the
Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Environmental Protection is empowered
to audit the compliance of the proponent with the statement and should directly receive
the compliance documentation, including environmental management plans, related to
the conditions, procedures and commitments contained in this statement.

The proponent shall submit a performance review report at the completion of the one-
year trial, to the requirements of the Minister for the Environment on advice of the
Environmental Protection Authority.

The performance review report shall include a summary statement of the monitoring and
management results and shall address:

[. the environmental issues associated with the project; the targets for those issues; the
methodologies used to achieve these; and the key indicators of environmental
performance measured against those targets;




2. the level of progress in the achievement of sound environmental performance,
including industry benchmarking, and the use of best available technology where
practicable;

3. stakeholder and community consultation about environmental performance and the
outcomes of that consultation, including a report of any on-going concerns being
expressed; and

4. how the information gained through the operation of the one-year trial would be
applied in the development of a future, related proposal.

Note: Under Section 38(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, a future proposal
which appears likely, if implemented, to have a significant effect on the environment
shall be referred in writing to the Environmental Protection Authority.

6 Decommissioning Plan

6-1 Prior to installation of the seacages, the proponent shall prepare a Decommissioning
Plan, designed to ensure that the site is left in an environmentally acceptable condition
to the requirements of the Minister for the Environment on advice of the Environmental

Protection Authority.

This Plan shall address the removal or, if appropriate, retention of infrastructure in
consultation with relevant stakeholders.

6-2 The proponent shall implement the Decommissioning Plan required by condition 6-1
within five years following the commencement of the trial.

6-3 The proponent shall make the Decommissioning Plan required by condition 6-1 publicly
available, to the requirements of the Minister for the Environment on advice of the
Environmental Protection Authority.

Note: In a case where a future proposal is approved in this location, the
Decommuissioning Plan may be amended accordingly.

Procedures

1 Where a condition states “to the requirements of the Minister for the Environment on
advice of the Environmental Protection Authority”, the Environmental Protection
Authority will provide that advice to the Department of Environmental Protection for
the preparation of written notice to the proponent,




2 The Environmental Protection Authority may seek advice from other agencies or
organisations, as required, in order to provide its advice to the Department of
Environmental Protection.

Notes

1 The Minister for the Environment will determine any dispute between the proponent and
the Environmental Protection Authority or the Department of Environmental Protection
over the fulfilment of the requirements of the conditions.

2 The proponent is required to apply for a Works Approval and Licence for this project
under the provisions of Part V of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.

Dr Judy Edwards MLA
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

2 4 MAY 2004




The Proposal (Assessment No. 1485)

Schedule 1

The proposal is for the implementation of a one-year yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares)
seacage aquaculture trial in the Zeewijk Channel, Abrolhos Islands. The trial involves
capture of up to 200 tonne of yellowfin tuna, supplementary feeding of the tuna in seacages
for up to seven months, and harvesting and processing of the tuna.

The key characteristics of the proposal are summarised in Table 1 below.

Table 1 - Key Proposal Characteristics

Element

Quantities / Description

Period of operation

One-year.

Seacages stocked for up to 7 months.

Tuna to be captured in approximately December of one
year and harvested in approximately July of the
following year.

Species farmed

Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares).

Locality

Zeewijk Channel, Abrolhos Islands (approximately 75
kilometres west of Geraldton).

Coordinates of location / locality
(area of interest)

The area of interest is bounded by the coordinates:
N/W corner  28°48.46’S and 113 ° 50.96’E
South to 28°50.59°S and 113° 50.98’E
S/East to 28°51.52’S and 113° 52.31’E
East to 28°52.16’S and 113° 55.64’FE
North to 28°48.51’Sand 113° 55.52’E,
then West to join with the first point (see figure 1).

Area of location / locality

Approximately 7.3 kilometres by 3.6 kilometres (being
approximately 4330 hectares).

Area and position of seacage
placement

Approximately 3 kilometres by 1 kilometre (being
approximately 300 hectares).
The seacages will not be relocated during the trial.

Number of seacages

Tto8

Size of seacages

40 metres diameter

Drop of net

Approximately 12 metres




Biomass capacity of seacages

Approximately 30 tonne per seacage

Capture biomass of yellowfin tuna

Up to 200 tonnes

Expected end-of-trial biomass of
yellowfin tuna

Approximately 260 tonnes

Feed sources

Bait fish, squid, processed pellets

On-site staff

5 (housed at existing infrastructure on Basile Island).

Processing

Yellowfin tuna processed aboard dedicated vessel
designed for zero discharge.
Waste returned to mainland for disposal.

Predator control

Stanchion and netting above the waterline will be
maintained at 2 metres high.

Figure (attached)

Figure | — Map of area of location / locality.
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Schedule 2

Proponent’s Environmental Management Commitments

January 2004

Yellowfin Tuna Aquaculture Trial,
Zeewijk Channel, Abrolhos Islands

(Assessment No. 1485)

Latitude Fisheries Pty Ltd
and
W.T.N. Nominees Pty. Ltd. AFT the Newbold Family Trust
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Attachment 1- Change to Proposal (Statement 649)

PROPOSAL: YELLOWFIN TUNA AQUACU'LTURE TRIAL, ZEEWIJK
CHANNEL, ABROLHOS ISLANDS '

PROPONENT: LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD AND WIN NOMINEES
PTY LTD AFT THE NEWBOLD FAMILY TRUST

CHANGE: IN TIME LIMIT OF APPROVAL

FROM: 24 MAY 2007 UNTIL 24 MAY 2010

Approval Date: ~ 3 J u) 2007




Attachment 1 to Statement 649

Change to Proposal

Proposal: Yellowfin tuna aquaculture {rial Zeewijk Channel, Abrolhos Islands

Proponent: Latitude Fisheries Pty Ltd

Change:

The proposed changes to the proposal are listed and discussed below:
e change in species to be cultured,

period of operation;
number of pens;

source of stock;
feed sources; and
predator control.

® & & e © o

biomass capacity of pens;

Components of original Proposal as implemented:

Element

Quantities/Description

Period of operation

One-year

Seacages stocked for up to 7 months

Tuna to be captured in approximately December of one
year and harvested in approximately July of the
following year

Species farmed

Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares)

Number of seacages

7-8

Size of seacages

40 metres diameter

Biomass capacity of sea cages

Approximately 30 tonne per seacage

Capture biomass of Yellowfin tuna

Up to 200 tonne

Expected end-of-trial biomass of
Yellowfin tuna

Approximately 260 tonne

Feed sources

Bait fish, squid, processed pellets

Processing

Yellowfin tuna processed aboard dedicated vessel
designed for zero discharge
Waste returned to mainland for disposal

Predator control

Stanchion and netting above the waterline will be
maintained at 2 metres high




Components of changed Preposal:

Hlement

Cuantities/Description

Period of operation

| Three year trial. Fish sourced from hatchery stock.

¢ 1x 2'year grow out of one cage to start in year 1
and end in Year 2

o 1x 2 year grow out to start in year 2 and end in
Year 3 '

Staggered harvest of fish

Species farmed

Mulloway (Argyrosomus hololeptidotus) and
Yellowtail Kingfish (Seriola lalandi)

Number of seacage

3 x 40 metre in close array or up to 5 x 25 metre
(maximum number over 30 months)

Size of seacages

40 metre and or 25 metre diameter

Biomass capacity of seacages

Maximum 200 tonne for 40 metre sea cage

Intake biomass

Mulloway (2 intakes over 2008/2009) 75000@50
grams = 3750 kilograms. Yellowtail Kingfish (1 intake
2008), 50000@ 50 grams = 2500 kilograms

Expected end-of-trial biomass of
yellowfin tuna

Mulloway (total growth after 30 month trial)
approximately 272 tonne

Yellowtail Kingfish (total growth after 30 month trial)
approximately 228 tonne

Feed sources

Processed pellets

Processing

Fish harvested and processed on shore with zero
discharge. Waste disposed of on mainland

Predator control

Predator nets used

Approved under delegation

from Minister for the Envirenment:

Approval Date: 2 {72

xe






