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MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENY,——
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED
(PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986)

NICKEL-COBALT ORE MINING & PROCESSING (ALTERNATIVE SITES)
MURRIN MURRIN, 60 KM EAST OF LEONORA (1038)

ANACONDA NICKEL NL

This proposal (site option A, B or C) may be implemented subject to the following conditions
(See figure 4 attached):

1 Proponent Commitments
The proponent has made a number of environmental management commitments in order
to protect the environment.

1-1  In implementing the proposal reported on in Environmental Protection Authority Bulletin
835, the proponent shall fulfil the commitments made in the Consultative Environmental
Review and Section 46 Review of September 1996 and subsequently (“commitments of
October 1996”), and additionally, the “Supplementary Commitments” made by virtue of
the agreement between the proponent and the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western
Australia (Inc) of 24 April 1997, provided that the commitments are not inconsistent with
the conditions or procedures contained in this statement,

In the event of any inconsistency between the commitments and the conditions and
. procedures, the conditions and procedures shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency.

In the event of any inconsistency between the Supplementary Commitments and the
commitments of October 1996, the Supplementary Commitments shall prevail to the
extent of the inconsistency.

Copies of the consolidated environmental management commitments of October 1996 and
the Supplementary Commitments of 24 April 1997 are attached.
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3-1

5-1

Implementation
Changes to the proposal which are not substantial may be carried out with the approval of
the Minister for the Environment.

Subject to these conditions, the manner of detailed implementation of the proposal shall
conform in substance with that set out in any designs, specifications, plans or other
technical material submitted by the proponent to the Environmental Protection Authority
with the proposal.

Where, in the course of the detailed implementation referred to in condition 2-1, the
proponent seeks to change the designs, specifications, plans or other technical material
submitted to the Environmental Protection Authority in any way that the Minister for the
Environment determines, on the advice of the Environmental Protection Authority, is not
substantial, those changes may be effected.

Proponent
These conditions legally apply to the nominated proponent.

No transfer of ownership, control or management of the project which would give rise to
a need for the replacement of the proponent shall take place until the Minister for the
Environment has advised the proponent that approval has been given for the nomination
of a replacement proponent. Any request for the exercise of that power of the Minister
shall be accompanied by a copy of this statement endorsed with an undertaking by the
proposed replacement proponent to carry out the project in accordance with the conditions
and procedures set out in the statement.

Rare Flora _
Declared Rare Flora should be managed within the project area so that no significant loss
of the species occurs.

Prior to construction, the proponent shall prepare a plan for the conservation and
management of Hemigenia exilis within the project area, to the requirements of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management.

The proponent shall implement the plan required by condition 4-1 to the requirements of
the Department of Conservation and Land Management.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Greenhouse gas emissions should be addressed in the Environmental Management Plan.

At appropriate times, the proponent shall address, in the Environmental Management Plan
to be prepared under commitment 1, the following additional matters relating to
greenhouse gas emissions:

1 calculation of the greenhouse gas emissions associated with the proposal (using the
generally accepted methods);

2 indication of the measures adopted to limit greenhouse gas emissions for the project;
and

3 estimation of the greenhouse gas efficiency of this project (per unit of product and/or
other agreed performance indicators) and comparison with the efficiencies of other
comparable projects producing a similar product;

to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the
Department of Environmental Protection.




5-2 The proponent shall consider entry (whether on a project-specific basis, company-wide

arrangement or within an industrial grouping, as appropriate) into the Commonwealth
Government's "Greenhouse Challenge” voluntary co-operative agreement programime.

The agreement would include an inventory of emissions; opportunities for abating
greenhouse gas emissions in the organisation; a greenhouse gas mitigation action plan;
regular monitoring and reporting of performance; and independent performance
verification.

Decommissioning
The satisfactory decommissioning of the project, removal of plant and installations and
rehabilitation of the site and its environs is the responsibility of the proponent.

Within five years following commissioning, or at such later time considered appropriate
by the Minister for the Environment on advice of the Department of Environmental
Protection, the proponent shall prepare a plan which:

1 describes the process for the decommissioning and rehabilitation of the project area;

2 provides for the long term management of ground and surface water systems affected
by the tailings disposal area and evaporation pond area; and

3 provides for the development of a 'walk away' solution for the decommissioned mine
pits, the process plant, the tailings dam and the evaporation pond and all associated
infrastructure,

to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the
Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Minerals and Energy, the
Water and Rivers Commission and the Department of Conservation and Land
Management.

Note: A 'walk away' solution means that the site shall either no longer require
management at the time the proponent ceases operations, or if further management is
deemed necessary, the proponent shall make adequate provision so that the required
management is undertaken with no liability to the State.

The proponent shall implement the plan required by condition 6-1.

Time Limit on Approval
The environmental approval for the proposal is limited.

If the proponent has not substantially commenced the project within five years of the date
of this statement, then the approval to implement the proposal as granted in this statement
shall lapse and be void. The Minister for the Environment shall determine any question as
to whether the project has been substantially commenced.

Any application to extend the period of five years referred to in this condition shall be

- made before the expiration of that period to the Minister for the Environment.

Where the proponent demonstrates to the requirements of the Minister for the
Environment on advice of the Department of Environmental Protection that the
environmental parameters of the proposal have not changed significantly, then the
Minister may grant an extension not exceeding five years.




Compliance Auditing
To help determine environmental performance and compliance with the conditions,
periodic reports on the implementation of the proposal are required.

The proponent shall submit periodic Performance and Compliance Reports, in accordance
with an audit programme prepared by the Department of Environmental Protection in
consultation with the proponent.

Procedure

Unless otherwise specified, the Department of Environmental Protection is responsible
for assessing compliance with the conditions contamed in this statement and for issuing
formal clearance of conditions.

Where compliance with any condition is in dispute, the matter will be determined by the
Minister for the Environment.

Note

The proponent is required to apply for a Works Approval and Licence for this pro_]cct
under the provisions of Part V of the Environmental Protection Act.

Nickel-cobalt ore mining and processing at Murrin Murrin has already been assessed
(Assessment Nos. 992 and 1051).

=

CHERYY EDWARDES (Mrs) MLA
MINISYER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

= 5 MAY 1997




Proponent's Environmental Management Commitments

October 1996

NICKEL-COBALT ORE MINING & PROCESSING
(ALTERNATIVE SITES)
MURRIN MURRIN, 60 KM EAST OF LEONORA
(1038)
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Supplementary Environmental Management
Commitments and Proponent’s letter re Negotiations
with the Appellant

24 April 1997

NICKEL-COBALT ORE MINING & PROCESSING
(ALTERNATIVE SITES)
MURRIN MURRIN, 60 KM EAST OF LEONORA
(1038)

ANACONDA NICKEL NL
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ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC)

Your Ref:
QuIRef.  MH:b24D4MINLTR

24 April 1897

Honourable Minister for the Environment
18th Floor
Allendale Square

77 St Georges Temrace

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Minister,

RE:

APPEAL BY BIBILA-LUNGUTJARRA AND GOOLEBURTHUNQO PEOPLE:
MURRIN MURRIN NICKEL COBALT PROJECT ["THE PROJECT"]

I am Instructed by the appellants to advise that the appellants and the proponent,
Anaconda Nicke! Ltd, have successfully negotlated consent conditions which both parties
respectiully request be placed upon the Preject by you as conditions.

The consent conditions are as follows:

1.

The proponent consult with the relavant DMAS and with the appellants with respect
to its "Consolidated Environmental Management Commitments® dated April 1998
prier o commencement of commercial mining;

The proponent consutt with the appellants about the contant, development and
implementation of the operatlons phase Environmental Management System prior
to implementation;

The proponents consult with CALM and with the appellants concerning protection
and monitoring of flera and fauna in the Project area prior to commencament of
commercial mining;

The proponent consult with the appellants conceming implementation of strategies
and procedures to prevent erosion in the Project area and adjacent areas prior to
coimencement of commercial mining;

The proponent consult with the appefiants with respect to measures to limit land,
air and water pallution and with respect to measures to limit noise politttion during
the operations phase with such consultation to eccur prior to commencement of
commercial mining;
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Anaconda Hickel

Hl!

Honourable Minister for the Environment

18th Floor

Allendale Square | 24 April 1997.
77 St Georges Terrace '

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Minister,

RE: APPEAL BY BIBILA-LUNGUTJARRA AND GOOLBURTHUNOO PEOPLE: MURRIN
MURRIN NICKEL CQBALT PROJECT ["THE PROJECT”]

This lefter is to confinm that Anaconda Nickel Limited, the proponent of the Murin Muain
Nickel/Cobalt Project, has successfully negotiated consent conditions with the Bibila-Lungutjarra
and Goolburthunoo people, the appellants, which both partles respectfully request be placedupon
the Project by you as bmd.mg proponent commitments.

The conditions to be placed upon the Pm;ectasbmdmgpropduzntcondmons are points 1 to 7,
inclusive, in the letter from the appeﬂan‘ls solicitors, Aboriginal Legul Service, dated April 24,
. 1997,

If is respectfully requested that formal approval now be granted as a matter of urgency.
- Yours faithfully,

h—ﬂ’sﬁm R James

Company Secretary
Anaconda Nickel Ltd

Arneomba Mekd NT moc’om?ﬂa
Bead Office - 34 Cotin cme Perth WA 6005 Pstal 14ress + PO Bex 1456, e Perth T4 6572 Telephonc 61 9 481 8477 Fecsimite 619 4818647
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‘ ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE
'OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC)

Your Ref:
QurRaf,  MH:Kb2404MINLTR

24 April 1997
Honourable Minister for the Environment
18th Floor
Allendale Square
77 St Georges Terrace .,

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Minister,

RE: APPEAL BY BIBILA-LUNGUTJARRA AND GOOLBURTHUNOO PEOPLE:
MURRIN MURRIN NICKEL COBALT PRQJECT ['THE PROJECT"]

§ am Instructed by the appéllants to adﬁse that the appellants and the proponent,
Anaconda Nicke Ltd, have successfully negotiated consent conditions which both parties
respectfully request be placed upon the Preject by you as conditions.

The consent conditions are as follows: : ,

1. The proponent consult with the relevant DMAs and with the appeliants with respect
to its “Consolidated Environmental Management Commitments” dated April 1896
prior to eommencement of commercial mining;

2. The praponent consult with the appeliants about the contant, developmant and
implementation of the operations phase Environmental Management Systermn prior
to implementation;

3. The proponents consult with CALM ard with the appeliants conceming protection
and monitoring of flora and fauna in the Project area prior to commencement of
commercial mining;

4, The proponent consult with the appellants concerming implementation of strategies
and procedures to prevent erogion in the Project area and adjacent areas prior to
commencement of commercial mining;

5. The proponent consult with the appellants with respect to measures to limit land,
air and water pollution and with respect to measures to limit noise pollution during
the operatlons phase with such consuitation to occur prior to commeneement of
commercial mining;
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The proponent, afler consultation with the appellants, commisslon a so¢ia) impact
study with a consultant acceptable to the proponent and to the appeliants (such
study to be cammenced following execution of a final agreement between the
appellants and the propenent and to be completed on or before Decembar 31

_ 1999) in order fo gauge the social and economic impact of the Praject over the Bfe

of the Project upon Aboriginal people who speak for country within the vicinity of
the Project, with the reasonable recommendations of such social impact study that
are endorsed by the appellants to be submitted for the approval of the Minister for
the Envirgnment upon the advice of the Environment Protection Authority to be
included as conditions upon the Project; _

‘The proponent consult with afl relevant DMA’s and with the appellants with respect

10 progressive rehabilitation and decommissioning of the Project area with such
consultation to occur prior o commencement of any rehabllitation and
decommissioning.

In addition, the appeflants respectiully request that you:

(@  ecomment with respect to the 4 grounds of the appeal (see summary on
page 6 of the Appeal dated 2 December 1996) and recemmend that the
EPA amend s precedures so as to properly address in future issues
ralsed within the groundz of the Appeal; and

(b)  recommend that the DMAs relevant to the Project contact the appellants
through myself as their solicitor in order to agree protocols for
environmemtal considtation procedures between the DMAs and the
appellants to apply during the life of the Project.

Subjed to the abova consent conditions being placed upon the Project as binding
proponent commitments and points (2) and (b) above being addressed, the appellants

withdraw thelr Appeal.,

Yours faithfully,

Marcus Holmas
Legal Officar
Land & Herifage Unit
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Murrin Murrin Nickel Cobalt Project

Figure 4. Potential deve[oP}nent scenarios. (Source: Figure 1.5 Dames & Moore, 1996).
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