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Dear Sir/Madam 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

SCHEME AMENDMENT TITLE: City of Greater Geraldton Local Planning 
Scheme No. 1 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY: City of Greater Geraldton 
DECISION: Scheme Amendment Not Assessed - Advice 

Given (no appeals) 

Thank you for referring the above scheme amendment to the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). 

After consideration of the information provided by you, the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) considers that the proposed scheme amendment should not be 
assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP 
Act) but nevertheless provides the following advice and recommendations. 

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Environmental Issues 

» Human Health 

2. Advice and recommendations regarding Environmental Issues 

The EPA has reviewed the Local Planning Scheme No. 1 (LPS) and considered the 
Local Planning Strategy. The EPA understands the LPS consolidates four existing 
schemes (Town Planning Scheme No. 1A (Greenough River Resort), LPS No.2 
(Mullewa), Town Planning Scheme No.3, LPS No.5 District Scheme (Greenough)) 
into one, and notes that whilst the zoning of many areas has changed, the intent has 
not. 
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It is acknowledged that the area known as Southgate, the subject of Greenough 
Town Planning Scheme 1A Amendment 4 which was deemed environmentally 
unacceptable by the EPA, has not been included in the Scheme. 

The EPA's assessment focused on the zoning changes. Proposals outside of these 
areas and/or proposals raising new environmental issues which are likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment should still be referred to the EPA pursuant to 
Section 38 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. 

The EPA notes that the scheme will allow for a range of potential uses within several 
zones which may lead to significant environmental impacts. This is particularly the 
case for the zones/use classesRural, Industry - General and Rural Living. 

As sufficient information in relation to the range of environmental impacts associated 
with proposals which may be allowable in these zones is not available to the EPA in 
considering the LPS, the EPA has not been able to undertake an assessment of the 
relevant environmental issues. Subsequently, the EPA would expect that proposals 
within the above zones likely to lead to significant environmental impacts be referred 
to the EPA pursuant to Section 48I of the Environmental Protection Act, 1986. This 
approach would also apply to proposals within the existing zones included within the 
LPS, which have been transferred from the previous scheme. 

Officers of the EPA can provide assistance to the Shire in advising on whether 
specific proposals should be referred to the EPA. However, proposals would 
generally be of interest to the EPA if they were likely to lead to the following 
environmental impacts: 

« Clearing of significant areas of native vegetation; 
» Clearing of areas likely to contain threatened flora or fauna; 
• Impacts on nature reserves, National Parks or conservation reserves; 
9 Impacts on wetlands or waterways; 
» Impacts on public water source areas; 
• The generation of gases, noise, dust, odour or effluent, which may have off-

site impacts or may require licensing under the Environmental Protection Act, 
1986; 

• Land degradation; or 
• Significant soil or groundwater contamination. 

Human Health 
The EPA advises that for the land in Mullewa proposed to be rezoned to 'Industry -
General' with an Additional Use of Caretaker's Dwelling that Council consider the 
potential for persons to be exposed to air and noise emissions that may at times 
exceed amenity levels and that Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 1996 
still apply. 

3. General Advice 

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme amendment is defined 
as an assessed scheme amendment. In relation to the implementation of the 



scheme amendment, please note the requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the 
EP Act. 

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA's decision on the level of 
assessment of scheme amendments. 

• A copy of this advice will be sent to relevant authorities and made available to 
the public on request. 

Yours faithfully 

"Darren Foster 
Director 
Strategic Policy and Planning Division 

6 October 2014 


