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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Tectonic Resources NL propose to build a mine haul road between their mine at Kundip and 
their proposed processing plant located on the South Coast Highway. The route of the 
proposed haul road follows Hatfield Road and then a road easement that has been gazetted 
since 1930. A firebreak and then a bush track follows roughly the alignment of the gazetted 
road easement, this track is not continuous and detours around some areas of thick bush. The 
proposed haul road will be 17.125 kilometers long; it will be a gravel surface and be 6 to 10 
meters wide including the shoulders and drainage. The width of the gazetted road easement is 
between 20 and 40 meters. Hatfield Road is an existing gravel road that will be upgraded. 
 
The proposed haul road also crosses the Jerdacuttup River (an Aboriginal Mythological site). 
The proposed river crossing is a culvert and weir structure. The height of the crossing will be 
0.6 meter and is expected to be inundated during periods of high water flow. The crossing has 
been designed to have a minimum impact on the water flow. The crossing is located on a 
narrow part of the river downstream of several large pools. 
 
Tectonic Resources NL is also seeking to acquire the lease on a dam site that is adjacent to 
their mine lease at Kundip. For this transfer to take place an Aboriginal Heritage clearance is 
necessary. This dam site is also to be considered by this survey. 
 
A search of DIA sites register on the 9th March 2004 revealed that there is one registered 
Archaeological site, (Site ID 2032 Jerdacuttup River) located within the area of the co-
ordinates supplied by Tectonic Resources. As the sites location is listed as unreliable the DIA 
have placed a 10 km buffer over the area. This buffer intersects the South West portion of the 
haul road corridor. Information in the site file and in a report by Corseni (1998) places this 
site south of Jerdacuttup Road. As such this site will not be affected by Tectonic resources 
proposal. 
 
A recent survey of the area by Goode (2004) has reported the Jerdacuttup River as a site of 
mythological significance in association with Waugal (Marchant) beliefs. The large pools 
north of the Jerdacuttup Road crossing were also identified as being of significance for fishing 
and resource gathering. As such Tectonic Resources’ wish to cross the Jerdacuttup River with 
a haul road will require Tectonic resources to seek ministerial approval under section 18 of 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for consent of use to use the land that contains an 
Aboriginal Site. 
 
Previous archaeological reports of the area have suggested that the river valleys were most 
probably the focal points of Aboriginal occupation and movement throughout the district 
(Dortch, 1987; Dortch and Dortch, 1993). There are likely to be the remains of many camping 
places in the wooded sandy valleys in the district, and Dortch (1987) suggested that the most 
important sites in the district are probably open-air campsites in the alluvium along the 
Jerdacuttup River, 8 – 12 km east of the townsite. Dortch and Dortch (1993) also note that 
‘finds of stone arrangements are a real possibility in future investigations’. 
 
Historical records and previous ethnographic reports suggest that Aboriginal people have had 
little association with the Ravensthorpe area since the late 1800’s. It is suggested that the 
cause of this is the Cocanarup Massacre, which took place near Ravensthorpe during the early 
1880’s as a reprisal for the spearing of John Dunn, one of the first pastoralists to settle the 
district in the 1870’s (Eades and Roberts, 1984; Gray, 1992; Gallant, no date; Forrest and 
Crowe, 1996). Despite the virtual absence of published historical accounts of the massacre, 
there is a substantial body of oral tradition held by descendants of the survivors of the 
massacre, which supports the actual existence of the massacre. Despite the fact that the 
accounts vary slightly in their detail, it is apparent that a large number of the area’s traditional 
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Aboriginal population, including men, women and children, were killed during the event 
(Eades and Roberts, 1984). Following the massacre, all of the remaining Aborigines fled the 
district, never to return. As a result, there is a general paucity of ethnographic information 
about the Ravensthorpe – Hopetoun area. 
 
No new ethnographic sites were identified during the community consultation process and the 
site inspection. An Aboriginal community member identified one possible Archaeological 
site, during this site inspection. This site was located adjacent to the road easement on a 
south-facing slope in the vicinity of stop 3 (see Map). A subsequent inspection by Greenfeld 
(2004) determined the material not to be artifactual. 
 
The bush growing in the vicinity of this area was also identified to be good to use as spear-
wood. The Aboriginal participants in this site inspection requested that the road be diverted 
around this area of bush. This bush area was not identified as a ‘site’ and the informants did 
not request the consultant to record the area as an Aboriginal Heritage Site. 
 
The Aboriginal participants in the survey were prepared to support an application under 
Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for Tectonic Resources to build a crossing 
over the Jerdacuttup River. In supporting this work the Aboriginal participants did not want 
the Yates trees in the vicinity of the crossing to be cleared, as they are of cultural significance 
to them. 
 
The Aboriginal participants also supported Tectonic Resources NL wish to acquire the lease 
on the dam site adjacent to their mine lease at Kundip. There were no ethnographic issues 
with the acquisition of the dam site at this location. The Aboriginal participants also requested 
that Tectonic Resources NL put some piles of Ochre soils aside for the Aboriginal community 
to be able to collect. These soils are currently piled up around the waste dump area of 
Tectonic Resources NL Kundip mine lease. 
 
Tectonic Resources NL should be aware that the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) protects all 
Aboriginal heritage sites, whether they are known to the Department or not. Under Section 17 
of the Act, it is an offence to disturb any Aboriginal heritage site. Should Tectonic Resources 
NL become aware of any new Aboriginal heritage sites during the proposed road works, 
Tectonic Resources NL is required under Section 15 of the Act, to report the site to the 
Register of the DIA. Please refer to the Department of Indigenous Affairs brochure “Notes on 
the Recognition of Aboriginal Sites” provided with this report. 
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REPORT 
 

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SURVEY FOR THE KUNDIP HAUL 
ROAD, SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

 

ISSUE 
Tectonic Resources NL propose to build a mine haul road between their mine at Kundip and 
their proposed processing plant located on the South Coast Highway. The proposed haul road 
crosses the Jerdacuttup River, a reported but not yet registered (NYR) Aboriginal Heritage 
Site (Goode 2004). Tectonic Resources NL will need to apply under Section 18 of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) to use the land containing a known Aboriginal site. Tectonic 
Resources NL is also seeking to acquire a dam site within their mining lease that is located 
adjacent to their Kundip mine site.  

REPORT OBJECTIVES 
To report on archival, historical research and on community consultations which were 
undertaken in order to determine whether any known Aboriginal heritage sites may 
potentially be impacted by the works along the proposed route of the haul road and the dam 
site lease adjacent to the Kundip mine site. This will enable Tectonic Resources NL to fulfil 
their obligations for heritage protection required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972). 
 

BACKGROUND 
Tectonic Resources NL propose to build a mine haul road between a mine at Kundip and the 
proposed processing plant located on the South Coast Highway. The route of the proposed 
haul road follows Hatfield Road and then a road easement that has been gazetted since 1930. 
A bush track follows roughly the alignment of the gazetted road reserve, the track is not 
continuous and detours around some areas of thick bush. The proposed haul road will be 
17.125 kilometers long. It will be a gravel surface and be 6 to 10 meters wide including the 
shoulders and drainage. The width of the gazetted road easement is between 20 and 40 
meters. Hatfield Road is an existing gravel road that will be upgraded. The proposed haul 
road crosses the Jerdacuttup River a NYR Aboriginal Heritage Site (Goode 2004). The 
proposed river crossing is a culvert and weir structure. The height of the crossing will be 0.6 
meter and is expected to be inundated during periods of high water flow. The crossing has 
been designed to have a minimum impact on water flows. The crossing is located on a narrow 
part of the river downstream of several large pools. 
 
Adjacent to the Kundip mine site is a mining lease containing a dam that Tectonic Resources 
NL are seeking to acquire. Tectonic Resources NL have requested that this area is included in 
the survey for the proposed mine haul road. 
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LOCATION 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of the survey area. 
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ETHNOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND 

SOUTHWEST NYUNGARS – THE BIBBULMUN PEOPLE 
The south-west of Western Australia is considered to form a distinct cultural bloc defined by 
the distribution of the Nyungar language.  Before Nyungar was used as a group or linguistic 
name the south-west people recognised themselves, their language and culture, as 
‘Bibbulman’ (Bates, 1985). Daisy Bates writes that the Bibulman people were the largest 
homogenous group in Australia.  Their land took in everything to the west of a line drawn 
from Jurien Bay on the west coast to Esperance on the south coast (Bates, 1966).  
 

“The inland tribes were distinguished by the character of the country they occupied.  
They were either Bilgur (river people, beel or bil-river), Darbalung (estuary 
people), or Buyun-gur (hill people – buya-rock, stone, hill), but all were Bibbulmum 
[Nyungar]” (Bates, 1985). 
 

Tindale (1974) identified thirteen ‘tribal groups’ in the south-west based on socio-linguistic 
boundaries and minor dialect differences. The Nyungar or Bibbulmun people of the south-
west were a distinct group in that their initiation practices varied markedly from their desert 
and semi-desert dwelling neighbours.  Unlike the desert people, the Nyungars did not practice 
circumcision or sub-incision, but rather practiced a ritual of nasal septum piercing and 
scarring of the upper body (Bates, 1985).  The people who followed these socio-religious 
practices have been described in Berndt and Berndt (1979) as being of the ‘Old Australian 
Tradition’. 
  
Browne (1856, cited in LeSouef, 1993) recorded that four tribes occupied the land around the 
Albany region. These were the Murray, the Weal, The Cockatoo and the Kincannup. The 
Cockatoo tribe occupied the coastal land to the east of Albany and as far inland as to the base 
of the Porongerups. Bates (1985) recorded the tribes around the Albany area as belonging to 
the Minung Bibbulmun, who also called themselves Bid-kal or Kal-ip-gur. According to 
Tindale’s 1940s interpretation of Nyungar sub-group territories, the area around Ravensthorpe 
was traditionally the domain of the Wudjari tribe (Tindale, 1974).  
 
Dortch and Dortch (1993) suggest that very little has been recorded about the Wudjari tribal 
group, although Ethel Hassell, the young wife of the first pastoralist to settle Jerramungup in 
1849, recorded some aspects of traditional Aboriginal life in the Jerramungup district during 
the late 1870’s and early 1880’s (Hassell, 1975). Ethel Hassell recorded the Aboriginal tribe 
in Jerramungup to be the Wheelman. To the east of the Wheelman tribe, she suggests that the 
Kar-Kar tribe occupied the coastal lands from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe. Inland of these 
areas, and east to Eucla was occupied by the Barteck (or Bardocks, Pardooks), some of whom 
were recorded to bear six fingers and toes on each hand (Hassell, 1975; Gallant, no date). 

NYUNGAR MOIETIES AND MARRIAGE LAWS 
Within the Bibbulmun, two primary moiety divisions existed, the Manichmat or ‘fair people 
of the white cockatoo’ and Wordungmat or ‘dark people of the crow’, which were the basis of 
marriage between a further four class subdivisions (Bates, 1985). Bates describes the only 
lawful marriage between the groups to be “the cross-cousin marriage of paternal aunts’ 
children to the maternal uncles’ children”, and states that the four clan groups and 
relationships, under different names, are “identical in every tribe in Western Australia, east, 
north, south and southwest…” (1966:24-25). The four subdivisions of the Wudjari people 
have been recorded to be: Yonga – the kangaroo; Gnow – the mallee fowl; Waitch – the emu; 
and Coudda – the long-tailed goanna (Anon, no date). 
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The Aboriginal people of the west coast followed a matrilineal system of descent whereas 
those of the south coast ‘below Augusta and the Donnelly River’ observed patrilineal descent 
(Bates, 1985). All along the borderline where the two lines of descent met, the tribes were 
friendly with each other, intermarrying and adjusting their ‘in-law’ relationships to suit the 
form of descent obtaining (Bates 1985). This did not prevent marriage or other interactions 
taking place between the two systems and it is also unclear as to the exact boundary (Bates, 
1985). Nyungar people were observed to marry outside of their immediate vicinity, and it 
seems likely that this served to reinforce alliances with neighboring tribes. Inherent in the 
marriage relationship was a reciprocity, which transferred rights and privileges between 
groups (Le Souef, 1993).  
 
Ethel Hassell recorded that the Jerramungup area was a borderline between several local 
tribes, and noted that many Aborigines came and camped at her Jerramungup pastoral 
property for various social events including the important Yardies when marriage 
arrangements between the neighbouring tribes were made (Hassell, 1975). In marriage, the 
tribal elders, the old men, were given preference (Hassell, 1975). The young men, when 
initiated into manhood had to be content with old wives, so that as a man grew older, his 
wives became younger. Most of the female babies were promised at birth to tribal elders, so 
when the girl reached puberty at 12 or 14 years of age, she would marry an elderly man. 

TRADITIONAL SOCIAL GROUPS – THEIR TIES TO THE LAND 
Each socio-linguistic group, sometimes referred to as the ‘tribe’, consisted of a number of 
smaller groups.  Each of these smaller groups was made up of around 12 to 30 persons, 
related men, their wives and children and at times visiting relatives from other groups.  These 
subgroups could be described as a family, a band or a horde.  For every subgroup there was a 
tract of land with which they most closely identified them-selves with. An individual or a 
group’s land was called their Kalla or fireplace (Moore, 1884).  This referred to an area of 
land which was used by the group and over which the members of the group exercised the 
greatest rights to its resources.  It was also the area for which the group would act as 
custodians of.  Other groups would also have some rights of access and use gained through 
marriage. 
 

“Ownership rights to land were held by groups of people linked through common 
descent; there was definite ownership of land in both social and personal ways. As 
well as belonging to a local descent group by birth, each individual simultaneously 
belonged to an economic or food gathering group” (Le Souef, 1993). 

LAND USE – ESTATE AND RANGE 
There are two forms of socially organised relationships to the land, a spiritual association and 
an economic one.  Stanner (1965) uses the terms ‘estate’ and ‘range’ to distinguish these two 
different associations. He writes that the ‘range’ was that land in which the group ‘ordinarily 
hunted and foraged to maintain life’.  The ‘estate’ refers to the spiritual country and which 
may be ‘owned’ by either an individual, the group, or part of the group.  The relationship to 
‘estate’ is mostly religious, however there is also an economic benefit.  The estate can be 
considered the country or home of a group.  It is sometimes referred to as the ‘Dreaming 
place’ and as such includes all religious sites, myths and rituals that occur on or about that 
land.  In this way ‘estate’ forms part of the Aboriginal ties to Dreaming and place (Stanner, 
1965). 
 

“There is a clear relationship between the individual and the land, which is 
expressed in a number of ways.  There is a direct link between the mythic heroes 
and spirits of the dreaming and the land.  Relationships with these beings, which are 
transmitted through birth, descent and marriage (to a lesser extent), are a reciprocal 
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arrangement of rights and obligations and they are vital for claiming rights to the 
land” (Silberbauer, 1994). 

 
The link between the individual and the land comes from the conception site, where the 
animating spirit enters the mother and thus there is a direct connection between the land, spirit 
and the identity of the individual (Machin, 1996).  The spiritual ties with the land 
strengthened economic rights and land usage involved both ritual and social connections 
(McDonald et al., 1994). 

THE DREAMING – RELIGIOUS RIGHTS TO LAND USE AND OWNERSHIP 
Land use or ownership in traditional Aboriginal Australia is based on a religious view of the 
world and the position of people in it.  This religious view is most often referred to as the 
Dreaming. The Dreaming is an ideological and philosophical basis for a close emotional 
connection between Aborigines and their land (Machin, 1996).  The Dreaming refers to a 
distant past when the world had yet to be fully created.  Dreamtime stories refer to mythic 
beings that roamed the Earth creating plant and animal species.  During the struggles of these 
mythic beings many landforms such as hills and rivers were created.  The landscape bears 
testimony to the struggles of creation and is studded with sacred sites recalling the 
Dreamtime.  These sites are owned by or belong to either one or more groups, and so such 
sites have a shared significance amongst the local population.  The shared spiritual 
significance of these sites had a function of bringing together different groups.  Another 
function of these shared sites is that knowledge of the local myths created rights of use to the 
land. 
 

“Rights are recognised through active social relations, a process symbolized through 
the possession of knowledge.  That is, knowledge is only gained through 
participation in social relations and rights to the land are reliant on the possession of 
relevant religious knowledge” (Machin, 1996:11). 

TRADITIONAL NYUNGAR ECONOMY 
The Nyungar people recognised six seasons or times of year: Maggoro, the winter months of 
June and July; Jilba, early spring from August through September; Kambarang, late spring 
from October to November; Birok, the summer months of December and January; Burnuru, 
the late summer season during February and March; and the annum is completed by 
Wangarang, the autumn months of April and May (Berndt, 1979). Each of these periods 
coincided with a seasonal abundance of particular foods.  The seasonal abundance of foods 
also determined the patterns of movement of the Nyungar people.  
 

“The Nyungar strictly managed their floral and faunal resources by various means 
such as controlling or limiting access to or use of certain easily obtained species to 
prevent over exploitation.  The Nyungar scheme of management included 
maintaining a cycle of ritual observances to ensure the renewal of the various plant 
and animal species and to reconfirm their responsibilities and links to the land and 
the spirits who inhabited it” (Moore, 1989:25). 

 
River mouths, estuaries, swamps and lakes would have provided a range of foods: 
 

“Mammals, birds and eggs, many reptiles and frogs, fish (especially marine species 
from the lower reaches of rivers, and from estuaries and inlets), and some 
invertebrates (especially the larvae of some beetles and moths) were eaten.  So was 
a wide range of roots, seeds and fruits” (Meagher and Ride, 1979:71). 

 
Meagher (1974), Bird and Beeck (1988) and Meagher and Ride (1979) have described the 
traditional foods of the Nyungar people, and also their methods of procurement. Meagher 
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(1974) lists the kangaroo, wallaby, possum, bandicoot, quenda, Tasmanian devil, and the 
native rat and mouse as the most commonly hunted mammals.  Kangaroos were generally 
obtained by either driving the animals into swampy areas where they were more easily 
speared, by digging pits for entrapment, or by stalking and running down (Bates, 1985). 
Reptiles were tracked to their holes and grabbed by the tails, whilst birds were captured by 
spearing the nest from underneath, causing the birds to fly out of the nest to then be 
subsequently clubbed by the hunter (Bates, 1985).  Fish were commonly caught by spearing 
using the gidgi, or by the use of fish traps, constructed weir-type structures into which large 
schools of fish are driven often for the purpose of feeding large ceremonial gatherings 
(Tilbrook, 1983).  
 

“Not all members of a ‘tribe’ or a larger constellation hunted or collected food 
together … Normally they spread over the country in small groups, varying in size 
according to season and according to circumstance”  (Berndt, 1992:138). 
 

Acacia seeds, in particular the raspberry jam A. acuminata, were an important seasonal food 
which was gathered by placing a kangaroo skin buka (cloak) on the ground and then shaking 
the seeds from the tree onto the skin (Bird and Beeck, 1988).  These seeds were then ground 
up to produce a floury paste that was eaten raw or cooked into small pancakes on the fire 
(Hassell, 1975).  The raspberry jam was a resource that was heavily impacted upon by 
European settlers when its value as good quality fence posts was realised. 
 
Other plants were exploited for their various qualities rather than for food.  The resin or gum 
of the blackboy Xanthorrhoea sp., known as tudibi, was used as a resin or glue to fix spear 
heads and to make the kadjo, which is a hammer or adze that is blunt on one end and sharp at 
the other (Berndt, 1979).  The oil of sandalwood Santalum spicatum was used to polish spears 
(Meagher, 1974). 
 
Plant foods were also traded to districts where they were unavailable.  The highly prized seeds 
of the zamia palm Macrozamia reidlei are one such food (Bird and Beeck, 1988).  The 
Nyungar also traded for ochre wilgi and various goods such as ground axes and pearl shell 
that came from as far afield as the northern Australian coastline (O’Connor et al., 1995). Gift 
exchange occurred as a part of sacred life and rites, as a part of kinship obligations, as peace 
offerings to settle debts and injustices. Gifts were also exchanged to share resources over 
which another group had a monopoly, such as a flint supply or an ocher pit. Gifts were also 
exchanged in a direct barter system of trade (Le Souef, 1993). 

NYUNGAR MATERIAL CULTURE 
The Nyungar people of the south-west had to cover themselves against the cold winters and 
for this they wore a cloak buka constructed of three or more female kangaroo skins sewn 
together with sinew or rush and worn with the fur side innermost (Berndt, 1979; Hassell, 
1975).  String headbands made from spun possum fur were worn by the men and decorated 
with emu or cockatoo feathers (Tilbrook, 1983).  Two types of kangaroo skin bags were used 
by the women: the goto or couta was for general purposes, and another, the gundir, was used 
for carrying babies.  The men often carried a type of hammer or axe called a kadjo which 
consisted of a stone head blunt on one end and sharpened at the other fixed to a short stout 
stick (Berndt, 1974) The kadjo was carried in a belt of spun possum fur (Tilbrook, 1983).  
The digging stick used by the women in this area was called a wonna, the wonna was made 
from the peppermint tree Agonis flexuosa, a coastal native that is found only in the south-
west, and was a common trade item of the Nyungar people (Tilbrook, 1983).  The men carried 
two types of spear and a throwing board (Tilbrook, 1983).  The gidji-garbel was a light spear 
made from the swamp wattle mungurn with a point made by scraping and then firing to create 
a hard tip. The gidji–garbel was commonly used for spearing fish (Grey, 1840, cited in 
Berndt, 1979).  The gidji-borryl was also made of swamp wattle mungurn but was much 
larger, being up to ten foot long and one inch in diameter. It was originally set with quartz in 
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the tip and which shortly after settlement was often tipped with glass (Bates, 1985; Hassell, 
1975). 
 
The Nyungar people also constructed huts mia mias made of various plant materials, these 
included, bark, rushes, leaves, particularly the fronds of the blackboy Xanthorrhoea preisseii. 
A typical construction consisted of a series of poles placed in a semi circle with a further 
frame of light branches woven or criss-crossed to form a base upon which a variety of 
materials could be added to form the roof and walls (Hassell, 1975; Tilbrook, 1983). 
 
There are few archaeological records of Nyungar material culture, with the exception of bone 
and stone artifacts, as the Nyungar relied largely on implements that were derived from non-
durable natural materials such as bark, wood and skins (O’Connor, et al., 1995). 

FIRST EUROPEAN CONTACTS 
Prior to settlement in Western Australia, both the Dutch and the French, as well as sealers and 
whalers of mixed nationalities, had already landed and made contact with the local 
Aborigines. From early in the 16th century, the Dutch had been sailing north along the 
Western Australian coast en route to the Dutch East Indies, and ships were often forced close 
to the coast by the prevailing south-westerly winds (Cresswell, 1989). Many who realised 
their proximity to the coast too late came to grief there. The early reports by the Dutch 
described the coast as a bleak and desolate place. Apart from a few expeditions to try and 
rescue shipwrecked sailors, the Dutch showed little interest in Australia (McDonald et al., 
1994).  
 
There is some evidence that the survivors of shipwrecks may have been cared for by the 
Nyungar people, as the sailor Vasse was after he was accidentally left behind by Baudin’s 
expedition in 1801 (Collard 1994).  It was the loss of Vasse, a crewman from the French 
corvette Le Geographe, from which the Vasse River near Busselton takes its name. At times, 
the passing ships landed diseased crew on the coast to face their fate alone rather than risk 
infecting the entire vessel with disease. This practice spread highly contagious diseases 
amongst a population who had no immunity or effective means of treatment, and it is likely 
that some local populations were devastated as a result (Moore, 1989).  
 
Whalers and sealers made contact with the Aboriginal people when they visited the coast to 
take on water. The sailors were also interested in the local females, and this interest was 
discovered by the first settlers to the Augusta region when the local Aboriginal group used the 
English word  ‘woman’ when referring to females (Shann, 1926). Two further items point to 
considerable pre-colonisation contact with whalers. Firstly, in 1827, Major Lockyer of the 
Albany garrison reported incidents of Aboriginal women being found on Michaelmas island, 
kidnapped and then abandoned by the sealers (Le Souef 1993). Secondly, when the first 
French and British expeditions of the late 17th and early 18th centuries did contact local 
Aborigines, they reported that while the men were approachable and friendly, they kept their 
women and children hidden or some distance away  (Colwell, 1970). 
 
In 1791, Captain George Vancouver visited King George Sound in the vessels Discovery and 
Chatham. The ships stayed in the sound for two weeks and, although they found fish traps 
and huts around the harbour area, they did not make contact with the Aborigines (Vancouver, 
1798). In 1801, Matthew Flinders visited King George Sound where he also stayed for one 
month.  During this period Flinders reported that relations with the Aborigines were relaxed 
and that his sailors found it possible to trade with them.  Flinders relates an anecdote that does 
much to describe relations between the local people and the visiting sailors: 
 

“Our friends the natives, continued to visit us; and the old man, with several others 
being at the tents this morning, I ordered the party of Marines on shore, to be 
exercised in their presence. The red coats and white crossed belts were greatly 
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admired, having some resemblance to their own manner of ornamenting themselves; 
and the drum, but particularly the fife, excited their astonishment; but when they 
saw these beautiful red and white men with their bright muskets, drawn up in a line, 
they absolutely screamed with delight… Before firing the Indians were made 
aquainted with what was going to take place; so that the vollies did not excite much 
terror…. The women were, however, kept out of sight with seeming jealousy; and 
the men appeared to suspect the same conduct in us, after they had satisfied 
themselves that the most beardless of those they saw at the tents were of the same 
sex with the rest. The belief that there must be women in the ship, induced two of 
them to comply with our persuasion of getting into the boat, one morning, to go on 
board, but their courage failing, they desired to be relanded; and made signs that the 
ship must go on shore to them” (Colwell, 1970:79). 

 
In 1803, Nicolas Baudin stayed at the sound with the ships Le Geographe and Le Naturaliste. 
Baudin, along with the naturalist Francois Peron, discovered fish traps, kangaroo traps, huts 
and other evidence of occupation but failed to meet with any Aboriginal people (Baudin 
translated by Cornell, 1974). 

SETTLEMENT AND EARLY RELATIONS WITH THE NYUNGARS 
The first ‘settlement’ in Western Australia was the establishment of a garrison of soldiers at 
King George Sound on Christmas day 1826, by Major Edmond Lockyer (Le Souef, 1993). 
The Swan River colony was founded in 1829. 
 
Initially, relations between the Aborigines and the settlers were friendly, the Nyungar people 
showed the settlers to water sources and guided several early explorers through the land to the 
east of Albany. These include Edward John Eyre in 1841, surveyor J.S. Roe in 1848, and 
surveyor John Forrest in 1870 (Archer, 1979). Berndt (1979) interestingly suggests that the 
Aborigines believed that the first European settlers, because of their light skin colour, were 
souls of the dead (djanga) returned from Kurannup, the home of the Bibbulmun dead located 
beyond the western sea.  He describes: 

 
“…the kanya (soul of the newly dead) going first to the tabu-ed moojarr or moodurt 
tree (Nuytsia floribunda or Christmas tree), where it rested on its way to 
Kurannup…here, their old skins were discarded and they appeared ‘white’” (Berndt, 
1979:86). 

 
The early settlers used many of the tracks created by the Nyungar people to explore the land, 
and eventually, many of the tracks became roads, and some still follow similar alignments. 
Not only do the original paths used by the Nyungar people often coincide with existing road 
alignments, but often they link traditional areas of importance which are now the location of 
town sites (Collard, 1994). The first settlers and members of the Albany garrison utilized 
Aboriginal guides to explore the region and find suitable grazing and agricultural land. The 
guide Mokare is well recorded in the Albany region history (Le Souef 1993).  
 
The first settlers in Albany found that although cattle seemed to survive well sheep were 
subject to unexpectedly high losses, Sir Richard Spencer lost 226 sheep from a flock of 292 in 
just ten months. The settlers blamed the deaths on ‘coastal disease’, which may have actually 
been unsuitable feed. Seeking better pasture for their sheep, the settlers went looking for more 
suitable land. Sir Richard Spencer took his remaining sheep west towards the Hay River to 
the land which Mokare had assisted Barker in exploring (Glover, 1979).  
 
In 1840, John Hassell took up a 20,000 acre pastoral property at Kendenup, north of Mt. 
Barker. The lands were described as ‘favourite hunting and resting spots of the natives’ 
(Cairns, no date). Relations between Hassell’s men and the local Aborigines soon soured and 
in 1841, three Nyungars were killed on the property in the last three months of that year 



 ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SURVEY KUNDIP HAUL ROAD, SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13 

(Eades and Roberts, 1984). “One Nyungar leader known to the settlers as Maynard, had been 
bold enough to claim publicly that the land in question was his, by right of inheritance, and 
that the new occupants were there illegally” (Stephens, no date, cited in Eades and Roberts, 
1984). 
 
Seeking more lands for sheep, John Hassell used Aboriginal guides to find good grazing 
country 100 miles east in Jerramungup, where he took up another 20,000 acres of land in 
1850 which was later extended to 44,000 acres. Eades and Roberts (1984) record that the site 
of the Hassell’s Jerramungup homestead is the exact place that his Aboriginal guides had told 
him was an important corroboree ground, alongside a fresh water creek.  
 
In 1861, the Hassell’s shepherd Storey was fatally speared by natives when tending his flock 
near Jerramungup (Forrest and Crowe, 1996). Apparently, Storey was a ticket-of leave man 
who could not bear arms. Thus he was easily overpowered by the Aborigines who claimed to 
have rights to the sheep being grazed on their traditional lands. 
 
At this time, in the south coastal areas, the pattern of settlement was reminiscent of the large 
pastoral holdings of the northwest, rather that the southwestern agricultural districts. In 1864, 
the colonial administration instituted land regulations which explicitly applied to all Crown 
Lands within a defined area, south of the Murchison and west of line drawn between 
Hopetoun and Esperance, which effectively denied the traditional relationships of Aborigines 
to the land in the area (Forrest and Crowe, 1996). Outside of this area, the regulations 
‘...recognised the Aborigines’ right to enter, at all times, the unenclosed or enclosed but 
otherwise unimproved parts of the pastoral lease, for the purposed of seeking sustenance in 
their traditional manner’ (Biskup cited in Forrest and Crowe, 1996:37). 
 
In 1868, John Dunn took up a lease of 28,000 acres in the hills to the northwest of the current 
Ravnesthorpe townsite (Archer, 1979). John Dunn selected a block about 20 miles up the 
stream ‘Cocanarup’ where the Aborigines said that the water always stopped (Eliza Dunn, 
John’s sister in a letter written in 1882 or 1883, reproduced in Archer 1979:185). With the 
help of Aboriginal shepherds, John Dunn and his brothers cleared their land, and three years 
later, they brought the first flocks to Cocanarup (Archer, 1979). Their wagon track from 
Jerramungup (the Hassell’s station) to Cocanarup became the road, and with a few alterations, 
is still the main road to Albany and Broomehill (Archer, 1979). The Dunn brothers had their 
goods and stores brought by boat to a place called Mary Anne Haven and Mary Anne Point, 
which is the area now known as Hopetoun (Archer, 1979). Around 1875, after the previous 
year’s attempts to cart the wool by tracks to Albany had failed, the Dunn brothers built a stone 
hut and shearing shed about 2 miles from the harbour so that the wool could be sent to Albany 
by boat (Archer, 1979). 
 
In 1872, at the same time that Dunn’s settled ‘Cocanarup’, John Moir settled Fanny’s Cove to 
the east of Hopetoun. It was not long before Moir was experiencing difficulties with the 
Aborigines who were stealing his sheep and robbing his camps, and in 1876 he was fatally 
stabbed with half a hand blade shear after disputes over his sheep (Archer, 1979; Eades and 
Roberts, 1984). 
 
In February 1880, John Dunn was fatally speared by Aborigines on his property ‘Cocanarup’. 
Various news reports of the time, together with information relayed by his sister some two or 
three years later, suggests that Dunn was speared through the neck by a small party of 
Aborigines, alone in the bush not far from his homestead (Archer, 1979; Eades and Roberts, 
1984). Oral histories of the event held by the Aboriginal community suggest that the spearing 
was necessary according to tribal law, as John Dunn had been having sexual relations with the 
local Aboriginal women, and had acted inappropriately (Eades and Roberts, 1984; Forrest and 
Crowe, 1996). Other accounts say that the spearing was due to trouble with sheep stealing 
(Archer, 1979; Anon, 1995). 
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Some two or three years later, John’s brother James was speared, although not fatally, when 
relations between the Aborigines and the settlers had deteriorated, again due to the Aborigines 
continued theft of sheep (Eliza Dunn, cited in Archer, 1979:187). 
 
In retaliation for one or possibly both of these attacks, it appears that the remaining Dunn 
brothers, together with other settlers from the district and possibly police also, led a reprisal 
attack on the local Aboriginal population, killing many men, women and children (Eades and 
Roberts, 1984; Forrest and Crowe, 1996; Anon, 1995). 

THE COCANARUP MASSACRE 
Despite the virtual absence of published historical accounts of the reprisal attack known as the 
Cocanarup Massacre, there is a substantial body of oral tradition held by descendants of the 
survivors of the massacre that supports the actual existence of the massacre (Eades and 
Roberts, 1984).  
 
One account of the massacre that reportedly comes directly from James Dunn says that the 
massacre did not occur until 1883, following James’ spearing by Aborigines. Acccording to 
this version: 
 

“His brother, Walter was enraged by this, packed two horses and rode around the 
property shooting men, women and children, anything that was black and moved. 
Altogether he shot at least 17 people on the property itself. The local Nyungars took 
to the hills. They moved eastward towards the Bremer Range or the Dundas Lakes, 
which is very dry country. Walter Dunn pursued them and went as far as he could 
before his water supply ran low. On the way back, he poisoned with strychnine all 
the water holes. The Nyungars on returning died agonising deaths after drinking the 
water, and made signs on the ground so that the others would not drink the water. 
According to this version of the story, half of the Aboriginal population of the area 
was wiped out by this one event. Thence the area became taboo and the Nyungars 
moved out, never to return.” (Eades and Roberts; 1984:5). 
 

Another version of the massacre provided by Eades and Roberts (1984:5) suggests that: 
 
“...following the murder of John Dunn, a police officer was sent out from Albany. 
He was empowered, or took upon himself the power to declare what was known in 
the region as an ‘open season’. The settlers had discussed the situation and decided 
to teach the blacks a lesson. For a month or so, the police would agree to turn a 
blind eye to any violence. Dunns, Hassells and Moirs were all involved and were 
more or less free to shoot or punish any Aboriginal in any way they chose...many 
Nyungars are said to have been killed, men, women and children. A vigilante group 
consisting of members and white employees of the three families is said to have 
pursued the remnants of the ‘trouble-makers’ out to the Dundas Lakes, north of 
Esperance, and killed them there.” 
 

According to Eades and Roberts (1984), the Dunn’s were known to have spoken out about 
‘solving the native problem at the local level’.  
 
A third account of the massacre is probably the most common. This account says that the 
massacre occurred following the death of John Dunn, when many of the local Nyungars were 
returning from station work on the coast or on other properties: 
 

“...when the men and boys were returning from their labours to the south and south-
west of Cocanarup they were ambushed by a group of settlers who included 
members of all three families (the Dunn, Moir and Hassell families). They were 
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slaughtered at a place just south of the creek and their bodies thrown into a mass 
grave about 100m from (John) Dunn’s resting place. Other dead may have been 
dumped in a laterite cave south of the creek.” (Eades and Roberts, 1984:6). 

 
Although the accounts of the massacre differ in some aspects, it is clear that the massacre did 
occur, with some killings occurring on the property ‘Cocanarup’, and some killings occuring 
further east. Following the massacre, all of the remaining Aborigines are said to have fled 
from the district to surrounding areas and pastoral properties, never to return to the 
Ravensthorpe area (Eades and Roberts, 1984; Forrest and Crowe, 1996, Gallant, no date; 
Gray, 1992). The Ravensthorpe area has been regarded as a taboo area by Aborigines ever 
since. According to Eades and Roberts (1984:7): 
 

“Many Nyungars today speak with deep feeling about this wild, windswept country. 
They tell stories of the old folk that they lost in the massacre and recall how their 
mothers warned them to stay out of that area. ...The whole region has bad 
associations and an unwelcoming aura for them.” 

SOCIAL DISRUPTION – THE EFFECTS OF SETTLEMENT ON ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLE 
Those who survived the Cocanarup massacre moved to other districts and made as best as 
they could of their alienated situation. The practice of the early settlers to pay the local 
Aborigines with various foods, tea and tobacco was a major disruption to traditional life.  
Often small payments of flour or sugar would be given in exchange for services such as 
firewood collecting or bringing water. This source of ready food attracted the Aborigines into 
fringe dwelling camps and while they maintained their diet with bush foods and hunting, they 
became increasingly dependent on the European foods. This dependency increased as the 
settlers cleared more land and further encroached on the Aboriginal people’s means of 
survival. This relationship between the settlers and the local tribes spelt the beginning of the 
end for the Aborigines ‘fully traditional economies’ (Moore, 1989).   
 

“By the time Ethel Hassell began recording aspects of traditional life in the late 
1870’s, the Aboriginal camp at Jerramungup seems to have been at least semi-
permanent. All the ‘tribes’ she mentions are associated with local stations or 
outstations...So although European settlement European settlement was so sparse, 
Aboriginal society seems to have been seriously disrupted within a generation” 
(Bird, 1985:85). 

 
Disease wrought havoc on the Aboriginal population that had little or no resistance to many 
diseases that were common throughout Europe and much of the rest of the world. Much of 
this destruction may have taken place some years prior to settlement, various diseases having 
possibly already been spread by visiting ships (Moore, 1989). Population decline occurred 
rapidly following European contact. The measles epidemic of the 1880’s caused a significant 
decline in the south-west Aboriginal population, while a number of documented and 
undocumented massacres reduced the population further (Cresswell, 1989). Bates recorded (c. 
1914) that: 
 

“The Stirling Ranges were the inheritance of a local group, of whom I could find 
but two members living. The Albany district Minung Bibbulmun are all dead. 
Nenbinyan of Two People Bay district (Yilbering – Two People Bay) was the last 
member of this group. He died at Katanning in 1911. Wandinyilmernong (Tommy 
King) of Kingilyilling (Albany) died at Albany about 1903, and Wabbinyet of 
Warrangain (Torbay and Denmark district) died about 1909” (Bates 1985:51). 

 
The hardships facing the Aboriginal people steadily increased as their mode of life clashed 
with European notions of farming. Some settlers complained about Aboriginal hunting and 



 ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SURVEY KUNDIP HAUL ROAD, SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16 

fishing practices.  This caused the government to introduce legislation that impacted 
adversely on the Aboriginal people. Following a number of attacks on stock blamed on 
Aboriginal’s dogs, the Dog Act (1885) was introduced. 
 

“…any Aboriginal who had more than one dog, had to have a licence to keep them 
under the terms of the 1885 Amendment to the Dog Act…. Attempts to enforce this 
particular regulation were deeply resented by Aborigines because of the cost of a 
licence, together with the fact that they depended on the dogs to hunt meat and that 
they had always kept a number of dogs for this purpose.” (Tilbrook, 1983). 

 
In 1861 Arthur Trimmer, the Sub Guardian of Natives at Albany, wrote to the Colonial 
Secretary requesting strychnine to poison dogs. One month later he reported that nearly two 
hundred dogs had been killed but that he had allowed ‘the natives….to keep a few good 
dogs….to help them hunt’ (Logan 1998). Fish traps were traditionally very important to the 
Nyungars, providing a means of feeding many people and were often the reason Nyungars 
visited certain locations to take advantage of seasonal runs of fish. The settlers destroyed 
many fish traps in an effort to discourage the Aboriginal people from coming onto land which 
was being farmed or otherwise occupied by the settlers.  The weir type fish traps built by the 
Nyungar people were also sometimes a hazard to navigation and destroyed because of this.  In 
1899 the government passed a law prohibiting the building or use of fish traps which caused a 
further blow to the Nyungar economy (Tilbrook, 1983). 
 
In 1898, John Forrest wrote a circular to the Aborigines department stating that the ‘care and 
protection’ of aborigines had now ‘devolved on the government’, and that, although the 
government and its bureaucracies must provide help to aged and sick aborigines, it will be 
given ‘with due regard given to the practice of strict economy’. In the same circular to the 
department Forrest takes care to point out that ‘no able bodied natives who can provide for 
their own maintenance should receive rations’ (Battye Library Busselton Court House 
records. ACC # 594). 
 
Nyungar people adapted to the new conditions as best they could, they obtained mostly short 
term seasonal work as stock workers, domestic help, farm labouring, and as forestry workers 
(McDonald et al., 1994). Fringe camps occurred on the outskirts of towns as aboriginal people 
followed ‘runs’ from one area of seasonal employment to another.  Many aboriginal people 
lived in the bush between jobs living off of whatever game or bush tucker was seasonally 
abundant (Tilbrook 1983). Those Aborigines who were working as farm labour and domestic 
help found that competition for employment increased suddenly with the influx of people 
attracted to Western Australia during the gold rushes of the 1880’s and 90’s (Tilbrook, 1983).  
 
In 1898, Jim Dunn discovered gold in payable quantities in Ravensthorpe, and so began a 
significant gold rush in the area. Prospectors rapidly arrived from Norseman and Esperance, 
and not long after, good quality copper was also dicovered nearby (Archer, 1979). By 1904, a 
Government smelter was in operation one mile from the rapidly growing Ravensthorpe 
townsite, which was gazetted in 1901 (Archer, 1979).  
 
In 1905, the Aborigines Act was introduced by parliament to allow the Chief Protector to 
remove people from their tribal lands and place them into camps such as the Moore River 
mission, Carrolup near Collie and the Gnowangerup Mission. The Aborigines Act (1905) 
meant that the government was able to control nearly every aspect of their lives, their 
employment, their travels, their consumption of alcohol and even their sexual relations. In 
short they were treated ‘like children needing parental guidance’ (Laurie, 1994).   
 
Bolton (1981) discussed how the economic climate soon worsened for the Aborigines:  
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“Those who had attempted farming had been defeated by “two bad droughts of 
1911 and 1914” and the effects of the aboriginal sharing lifestyle had “prevented the 
would be farmers from getting ahead…it became increasingly difficult for part 
Aborigines to gain admission to trade unions and thus to jobs…nor would it have 
been easy to win the support which the Agricultural Bank afforded so generously to 
white farmers with no capital” (cited in Laurie, 1994). 

 
Further inequity saw the Aboriginal unemployed receive a lower sustenance rate than the 
white unemployed during the Depression of the 1930’s. In rural regions many Nyungar 
people became involved in farm work, often camping more or less permanently on Europeans 
farms and working as a family team. Nyungar people were often employed to clear the land 
they had used to live on for the benefit of the European farmers, an irony not lost on many of 
the Nyungar people who were forced to take this sort of employment (Noel Coyne Pers 
Comm). Living more or less permanently in fringe camps, seeking out seasonal employment 
and supplementing their diet with game, fish and some bush tucker was a lifestyle which 
predominated for many Aboriginal people until late into the sixties (McDonald et al., 1994).  
 
With the Native Title Act (1994) presenting a legal need to define boundaries of custiodial 
lands to conform to Native Title claimant criteria, there is at present an ongoing and dynamic 
re–drawing of custodial boundaries. These present day boundaries reflect perceived 
traditional boundaries but in that sense may not be entirely accurate. Amongst the Aboriginal 
community there is lack of consensus as to the exact boundaries ‘belonging’ to people and 
there are often disagreements over areas of overlapping interests. 

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
Archival research involved an examination of the Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) 
Sites Register, a review of any relevant site files, and a review of any unpublished 
ethnographic and archaeological reports relevant to Ravensthorpe – Hopetoun area. 

SITES REGISTER SEARCH 
A search of DIA sites register on the 9th March 2004 revealed that there is one registered 
Archaeological site, (Site ID 2032 Jerdacuttup River) located within the area of the co-
ordinates supplied by Tectonic Resources NL. As the sites location is listed as unreliable the 
DIA have placed a 10 km buffer over the area. This buffer intersects the South West portion 
of the haul road corridor. Information in the site file and in a report by Corseni (1998) place 
this site south of Jerdacuttup Road. As such this site will not be affected by Tectonic 
Resources NL proposal. 

Table 1. Summary of Aboriginal heritage sites in the area of the proposed Kundip Haul Road. 

SITE No. Name LOCATION 
(Australian Metric Grid Zone 50)* 
    EASTING      NORTHING 

SITE 
TYPE 

Site ID 
2032 

North Jerdacuttup River 1 & 2 245135 mE 6265156 mN Artefact 

NYR Jerdacuttup River   Mythological
/Sacred 

NR: Sites recorded on the Heritage Council of Western Australia’s Register of Heritage Places ad not recorded on 
DIA’s Sites Register.  

* Please note: Coordinates are indicative locations that represent the centre of sites as shown on maps produced by 
the DIA – they may not necessarily represent the true centre of all sites. 

REVIEW OF RELEVANT SITE FILES 
DIA Site ID 2032 – North Jerdacuttup River 1&2. 
North Jerdacuttup River 1&2 is located on Jerdacuttup North Road on a pool in the river, 
however the DIA Sites Register records the location of this site to be unreliable. The site is an 
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archaeological site containing at least thirteen artifacts of Quartz flakes, fragments and chert 
flake and fragment. Artifacts of quartz and red, green and brown chert were found at this site. 
S Corsini examined this site during an archaeological survey in 1998 conducted for Comet 
Resources NL. During the ethnographic survey conducted by R Parker for the same project, 
none of the informants were aware of any ethnographic sites in this area. As this site is 
located south of Jerdacuttup Road Tectonic Resources NL proposal will not affect this site. 
 

REVIEW OF RELEVENT ETHNOGRAPHIC REPORTS 
Parker S. & Lantzke D. 2003. Desktop Investigative Study of Aboriginal Heritage Issues 

relating to a Proposed Road Works Project at Jerdacuttup and Hopetoun in Western 
Australia. An unpublished report prepared for Sinclair Knight Merz by Australian 
Interaction Consultants. 

 
The report was prepared for the Ravensthorpe Shire proposed road upgrade project for  
Jerdacuttup North Road which crosses the Jerdacuttup River. In the discussion section of the 
report the Jerdacuttup River is identified as a place likely to be ‘an extremely culturally 
sensitive area’. Ocher cliffs in the vicinity of the Jerdacuttup Road river crossing are also 
identified as being important place for Aboriginal people with a heritage interest in the area. 
 
Goode B. 2004. Aboriginal Heritage Survey, Ravensthorpe Road Upgrade Project, Western 

Australia. An unpublished report prepared for WML Consultants and the Shire of 
Ravensthorpe. 

 
The area of the pools to the north east of the Jerdacuttup River crossing was identified as an 
area of significance to Aboriginal people as a place to camp and fish. The area was identified 
as a resource gathering area (no specific resource). The Jerdacuttup River was attributed a 
spiritual significance. The Aboriginal people interviewed during the survey said that all rivers 
are significant, the Waugal creates all rivers but here we call him the Marchant. The group 
wanted the DIA to register the Jerdacuttup River as a site of mythological significance and the 
pools north of Jerdacuttup Road as an area of domestic significance as a place to fish and to 
collect resources. 
 
Parker, R.T. and Corsini, S.J. (1998). Work Clearance Survey of the Ravensthorpe Nickel 

Project for Kaiser Engineers PTY LTD and Comet Resources NL.. Unpublished 
report prepared for Kaiser Engineers PTY LTD on behalf of Australian Interaction 
Consultants. 

 
This survey for archaeological sites was conducted within three areas proposed for nickel 
mining, Bandalup North, Bandalup Central and Bandalup South project areas, located to the 
south and east of Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. During this survey the archaeological site 
Jerdacuttup 1 & 2 Site W01174 was located. The site is an artifact scatter (see Review of Site 
File above) and was not recorded as an ethnographic site at the time. 
 
Chown R. 1997. Report of an ethnographic Survey for Aboriginal Heritage at Ravensthorpe 

Rav-8 Prospect Exploration Area. A report prepared for Tectonic Resources NL by 
Tamora Pty. Ltd. Fremantle. 

 
This survey covered the area containing the Jerdacuttup River and the location of the 
proposed river crossing. The Jerdacuttup River was not mentioned as a place of significance 
by any of the informants and from the description of the ethnographic survey process it 
appears the Jerdacuttup River was not inspected during the survey. This may be because the 
area of interest indicated to the Aboriginal participants was not close to the Jerdacuttup River. 
The Aboriginal Participants in the survey indicated the importance of rivers in the area and 
took the consultants to the Bandalup Rockhole located on the Bandalup Creek on the North 
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side of the South Coast Highway. The Bandalup Creek is a tributary of the Jerdacuttup River. 
The confluence of the two watercourses is several kilometers to the south of where the 
proposed Kundip Haul Road will cross the Jerdacuttup River. 
  
Machin B. 2003. Aboriginal Heritage Survey of M 74/51, M 74/53, M 74/41, M 135, P 

74/153, M 74/176. An unpublished report prepared for Tectonic Resoures N.L. by 
Tamora Pty. Ltd. 

 
This report is of a survey of several mining leases in the vicinity of Kundip. No Aboriginal 
heritage sites exist within the leases and no site were found or idetified during the survey. 
 
Eades, A. And Roberts, P. (1984). Report on Documentation of Research into Aboriginal 

Involvement in the Land in the South-west Region of Western Australia. Unpublished 
report on community consultation for the Seaman Land Inquiry. 

 
This report, undertaken as part of the 1984 Seaman Land Inquiry, discusses the reasons for 
the apparent absence of Nyungar people in the areas between Jerramungup and Ravensthorpe. 
In particular, the report provides a historical profile from a Nyungar perspective, of Nyungar 
involvement in the establishment of pastoralism in the area from the 1850’s to the 1880’s. 
The report provides several accounts of the little documented ‘Cocanarup Massacre’, which is 
thought to have occurred as a reprisal for the spearing of John Dunn, one of the area’s white 
pioneers, by a local Aboriginal in 1880. There are no published historical accounts of the 
massacre, and this report provides various versions of the massacre which have been 
maintained by oral tradition passed down by the survivors of the massacre, which may 
number as few as three. The report presents three commonly known versions of how the 
massacre occurred, and although the accounts differ slightly in details and location, it is 
suggested that there is a baseline of information which indicates that the massacre actually 
occurred. The report suggests that although the exact location and extent of the massacre is 
unknown, it is clear that some killings occurred on the property ‘Cocanarup’ whereas other 
killings took place further east, possibly as far as the Dundas Lakes, to the south of 
Norseman. The report suggests that several discoveries, over the years, of human skeletons 
near Ravensthorpe have been acknowledged to be remnants of the massacre. The report 
concluded that Nyungar people still avoid the Ravensthorpe area because of the Cocanarup 
Massacre.  
 
Dortch, C.E. (1987). Search for Aboriginal sites in proposed gravel reserves, Ravensthorpe 

District. Unpublished report prepared for the Main Roads Department, Albany. 
 
This survey examined six gravel reserves (borrow areas) in the broad divides (upland areas) 
of the Ravensthorpe Shire for the Main Roads Department. The survey failed to find any 
Aboriginal heritage sites, but suggested that the lack of sites does not mean that Aborigines 
did not use the district during the traditional or historic period. Rather, the report noted that 
stone artifacts are present on disturbed ground in the vicinity of Cordingup Soak (2 km ESE 
of the Ravensthorpe townsite), and suggested that numerous other open-air sites, mostly the 
remains of camping places, are present in the wooded sandy valleys in the district. The report 
concluded that the river valleys were most probably the focal points of Aboriginal occupation 
and movement throughout the district, and suggested that the most important sites are 
probably open-air campsites in the alluvium along the Jerdacuttup River, 8 – 12 km east of 
the townsite. 
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Dortch, C.E. and Dortch, J. (1993). Search for Aboriginal Sites in Proposed Dam Catchment 
Extension and Gravel Source, Ravensthorpe Shire, Western Australia. Unpublished 
report prepared for the Water Authority of Western Australia. 

 
This survey searched for Aboriginal heritage sites within the Water Authority’s proposed 2ha 
dam extension and 4 ha gravel pit located 6-8 km south of Ravesthorpe, on the upper reaches 
of the Manyutup Creek, a tributary of the Phillips River. The survey discovered one 
archaeological site, a partially destroyed diorite artefact quarry-flaking floor, within the area 
of the proposed dam extension. The report highlighted the paucity of ethnographic 
information about the Ravensthorpe area, and suggested that the more barren and upland 
habitats around Ravensthorpe ‘have an exceptionally low priority in terms of their cultural 
significance to present-day Nyungar communities’. The report concluded that the 
archaeological value of the upland divides (as opposed to the river valleys) appears to be 
equally low, although ‘finds of stone arrangements are a real possibility in future 
investigations’. “The most important sites probably would be open air camp sites in the 
alluvium along the Jerdacuttup River, 8-12 kilometers east of the townsite. It is suggested that 
these south flowing rivers, usually 20-30 kilometers apart along an east west axis, were key 
features enabling systematic movement up and down river valleys, and transversely between 
valleys in the vast sub-coastal zone between Albany and Esperance.” 
 
Parker, R.T. (1998). Ethnographic Report: Comet Resources NL Ravensthorpe Nickel 

Project. Unpublished report for Kaiser Engineers prepared on behalf of Australian 
Interaction Consultants. 

 
This ethnographic survey examined five tenements proposed for nickel mining to the south 
and east of Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. On-site consultations were held with representatives 
of several, but not all, groups with current Native Title Claims over the project area. No 
ethnographic sites were reported within the area of the tenements, and the report provided no 
ethnographic information relating to the Ravensthorpe area. 
 
Forrest, R. and Crowe, S. (1996). Yarra-mo-up: Place of the Tall Yate Trees, the Nyungar 

Social History of the Jerramungup Region. Report prepared for the Australian 
Heritage Commission and the Heritage Council of Western Australia. 

 
This report provides an overview of Nyungar social history in the Jerramungup region from 
the colonial period to the present. The report collates oral tradition about the area and 
provides information, though not exhaustive, about the Aboriginal heritage sites in the 
Jerramungup region. The report discusses only one site in the area surrounding Ravensthorpe, 
which is the Cocanarup Massacre site, and provides substantial evidence to support the 
existence of the massacre, despite its near total omission from published histories. 
 
Gray, R. (1992). Ethnographic study of portions of the Shire of Jerramungup including the 

Fitzgerald National Park. Unpublished report prepared by the Department of 
Aboriginal Sites. 

 
This report documents Aboriginal heritage sites in parts of the Shires of Jerramungup and 
Ravensthorpe, including parts of the Fitzgerald National Park. The report does not record any 
Aboriginal heritage sites in the vicinity of the Ravensthorpe townsite (or the proposed works 
area) and discusses oral tradition relating to the Cocanarup Massacre. The report suggests that 
Aboriginal people have avoided the Ravensthorpe area since the massacre in 1880. 
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Anon (1995). Jerramungup Aboriginal Site Recording: A report on an investigation of 
Aboriginal sites in the Jerramungup region carried out by staff of the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs’s South West Regional Office during September 1995. 
Unpublished report prepared by the Department of Indigenous Affairs. 

 
This report documents Aboriginal heritage sites in the Jerramungup, Needilup, Ongerup, 
Dillon Bay, Cocanarup and Ravensthorpe areas. The report records the Cocanerup Massacre 
site on the north bank of the Twertatup Creek, which is a tributary of the Phillips River. There 
are no sites recorded within the area of the proposed works. 
 
Gallant, H. (no date). Research of Aboriginal History Along the South Coast Region of 

Western Australia. Unpublished report prepared for Greenstone Resources. 
 
This report compiles many different historical sources relating to the Aboriginal history of the 
south coast region, including the Jerramungup and Hopetoun areas. The report includes 
reproductions of explorers journals, station ledger books, police records, Native Welfare 
Department records, Mission records, letters to magistrates, and newspaper articles. The 
report documents information relating to the Cocanarup Massacre. In support of suggestions 
that Aborigines have avoided the Ravensthorpe area since the massacre occurred in the 
1880’s, a 1902 report on the Aborigines of Ravensthorpe by the Native Welfare Department’s 
Travelling Inspector G.S. Olivey states ‘There were no natives at town when Olivey around. 
They had all gone to the coast. Police here informed Olivey that there were never many 
Aborigines around Ravensthorpe’. 
 

OUTCOMES OF ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
 
A search of DIA sites register on the 9th March 2004 revealed that there is one registered 
Archaeological site, (Site ID 2032 Jerdacuttup River) located within the area of the co-
ordinates supplied by Tectonic Resources NL. As the sites location is listed as unreliable the 
DIA have placed a 10 km buffer over the area. This buffer intersects the South West portion 
of the haul road corridor. Information in the site file and in a report by Corseni (1998) place 
this site south of Jerdacuttup Road. As such this site will not be affected by Tectonic 
Resources NL proposal. 
 
A recent survey of the area by Goode (2004) has reported the Jerdacuttup River as a site of 
mythological significance in association with Waugal (Marchant) beliefs. The large pools 
north of the Jerdacuttup Road crossing were also identified as being of significance for fishing 
and resource gathering. As such Tectonic Resources NL wish to cross the Jerdacuttup River 
with their haul road will require Tectonic Resources NL to seek ministerial approval under 
section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for consent of use to use the land that 
contains an Aboriginal Site. 
 
Previous archaeological reports of the area have suggested that the river valleys were most 
probably the focal points of Aboriginal occupation and movement throughout the district 
(Dortch, 1987; Dortch and Dortch, 1993). There are likely to be the remains of many camping 
places in the wooded sandy valleys in the district, and Dortch (1987) suggested that the most 
important sites in the district are probably open-air campsites in the alluvium along the 
Jerdacuttup River, 8 – 12 km east of the townsite. Dortch and Dortch (1993) also note that 
‘finds of stone arrangements are a real possibility in future investigations’. 
 
Historical records and previous ethnographic reports suggest that Aboriginal people have had 
little association with the Ravensthorpe area since the late 1800’s. It is suggested that the 
cause of this is the Cocanarup Massacre, which took place near Ravensthorpe during the early 
1880’s as a reprisal for the spearing of John Dunn, one of the first pastoralists to settle the 
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district in the 1870’s (Eades and Roberts, 1984; Gray, 1992; Gallant, no date; Forrest and 
Crowe, 1996). Despite the virtual absence of published historical accounts of the massacre, 
there is a substantial body of oral tradition held by descendants of the survivors of the 
massacre, which supports the actual existence of the massacre. Despite the fact that the 
accounts vary slightly in their detail, it is apparent that a large number of the area’s traditional 
Aboriginal population, including men, women and children, were killed during the event 
(Eades and Roberts, 1984). Following the massacre, all of the remaining Aborigines fled the 
district, never to return. As a result, there is a general paucity of ethnographic information 
about the Ravensthorpe – Hopetoun area. 
 

IDENTIFICATION OF SPOKESPEOPLE 

THE RIGHT TO SPEAK ON HERITAGE ISSUES 
Various authors have discussed the contemporary problem of who in the Aboriginal 
Community has the authority to speak on heritage issues within an area.  O’Connor et al. 
(1989:51) suggest that when this question is posed to people in Aboriginal Australia, answers 
are usually framed by such terms as ‘the traditional owners’, i.e., those people who are 
defined by place of birth i.e. descent.  Meyers presents a broader and more contemporary 
view of ‘ownership’ based upon descent and association: 
 

“An estate, commonly a sacred site, has a number of individuals who may identify 
with it and control it.  They constitute a group solely in relationship to this estate.  
Identification refers to a whole set of relationships a person can claim or assert 
between himself or herself and a place. Because of this multiplicity of claims, land 
holding groups take essentially the form of bilateral, descending kindred. 
Membership as a recognised owner is widely extended” (cited in Machin, 1993:22). 
 

Meyers then goes on to further clarify the current perception of ‘ownership’ when he states: 
 

“...such rights exist only when they are accepted by others.  The movement of the 
political process follows a graduated series of links or claims of increasing 
substantiality, from mere identification and residual interest in a place to actual 
control of its sacred association.  The possession of such rights as recognised by 
others, called ‘holding’ (kanyininpa) a country, is the product of negotiation” 
(Ibid.). 
 

While the notion of descent is clearly an important criterion within Meyers analysis, it must 
be seen in terms of the contemporary Nyungar situation. Nyungar tradition in the south west 
has been seriously eroded since colonisation, lines of descent have been broken, and 
previously forbidden and mixed marriages have interconnected many Nyungar groups who 
would not have traditionally had a close association (Ibid.).  Consequently, in contemporary 
times the criteria of historical ‘association’ seems to be important in regards to the ‘right to 
speak’ on heritage issues within an area: 
 

“Traditional subsistence no longer sufficed to support Aborigines so they combined 
this with menial work on farms and over time new relationships to land developed.  
As a consequence, the more recent history associated with their involvement with 
European agriculture and labour patterns is often more relevant than the pre-contact 
mode of attachment to an old way of life and the roots of the identity as original 
owners of the land.  Biographical associations are often tied to post-settlement 
labour patterns and identification.  These can predominate. This is part of a dynamic 
process of ethnicity, identity and tradition” (Machin, 1995:11). 
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O’Connor, et al. (1989) identified several criteria for determining contemporary community 
spokes people.  A spokesperson must have a long-term association with an area, usually as a 
young person, and had extensive contact with a member or members of the ‘pivotal 
generation of the culture transmitters’; those people whom, as children themselves, had 
contact with people who could pass on their traditional knowledge. A spokesperson must also 
demonstrate knowledge of the region’s natural resources, its hunting, fishing and camping 
grounds, its local water sources, and the flora.  This is important because a person without this 
knowledge is unlikely to be seen by their fellow Nyungars as truly being from that country, 
despite having been born or lived in that area. In some cases, people from outside a specific 
region have established themselves by political activism.  They are accepted by their fellow 
Nyungar because they may have participated in mainstream white pursuits, such as advanced 
education, or legal and political careers, that has empowered them within the broader 
community.  As such, these people are a valuable resource to the local Aboriginal 
Community.  The people consulted in this survey fulfil at least one of these criteria. 

NATIVE TITLE CLAIMS OVER THE SURVEY AREA 
Currently, there are two registered native title applications that include the area of the 
proposed road works lodged with the Register of Native Title Claims and the Schedule of 
Applications held by the Commonwealth Native Title Tribunal. The Schedule of Applications 
includes registered applications, unregistered applications, and applications still undergoing 
the registration test. 
 
• Southern Noongar WC 96/109 

 
Applicants:  
Mr. Aden Eades, Mr. Allan Bolton, Mr. Cedric Roberts, Mr. Dallas Coyne, Mr. Glen 
Colbung, Ms. Joyce Winsley and Ms. Rita Dempster. 
 
 

• Wagyl Kiap WC 98/70 
 
Applicants: Mr. Allan Bolton, Mr. Cedric Roberts, Mr. Glen Colbung, Mr. Ken Colbung, 
Mr. Kevin Miller, Mr. Mark Smith, Mr. Sam Miller, Ms. Hazel Brown, Ms. Marlene 
Ware, Ms. Mingli Wanjurri-Nungala, Ms. Rita Dempster and Ms. Rose Pickett. 

SELECTION OF SPOKESPEOPLE FOR THIS SURVEY 
The selection of spokespeople for the Ravensthorpe/Hopetoun area was based on advice given 
by Ms Geri Hayden - Case Officer for the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, Mrs 
Vernice Gillies – Heritage Officer from the Albany Department of Indigenous Affairs and Mr 
Dallas Coyne – spokesperson for the Southern Noongar Native Title claim groups. The 
following Aboriginal people participated in the survey. 
 
Ms Lynett Knapp claims to be a direct descendant of the Minung people. Her grandmother 
was a wongi and her grandfather came from the Eucla area. Her father Johnny Knapp was an 
initiated man who worked and camped along the south coast from Esperance to Albany. Her 
father told Lynett Knapp stories of his life in the Ravensthorpe area. 
 
Mr Dallas Coyne has a historical association with the area and is an applicant of the Southern 
Noongar Native Title claim. Mr Coyne works as a senior Aboriginal Police Aid in Albany 
and is an authority on the regions heritage having been a primary informant for 
anthropologists who work in the area over the last 20 years. 
 
Mr Lomas Roberts is the senior elder of the Roberts family and is an applicant on the Wagyl 
Kiap Native Title Claim. Mr. Roberts was born in Jerramungup in 1937 and as a youth lived 
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at the Gnowangerup Mission. Mr. Roberts claims that his grandmother Emille Dabb was one 
of the few surviving witnesses of the Cocanarup Massacre, which occurred near Ravensthorpe 
in the 1880’s (see the ethnographic background section for further details of the massacre). 
Mr. Roberts has worked as a farm hand for several farmers in the Ravensthorpe district. 
 
Mr George Miniter attended this survey upon behalf of his brother Mr Graham Miniter who 
is currently injured and unable to attend. The Miniter brothers are the grandchildren of Hazel 
Brown, who is an elder of the Roberts family and primary applicant on the Wagyl Kiap 
Native Title Claim. Mr George Miniter was born in Gnowangerup and now lives in Albany. 
Mr George Miniter currently works in Albany in agriculture.  
 
Mr Ronald (Doc) Reynolds currently lives in Esperance and belongs to an Aboriginal 
organization called Kepa Kurl. Mr Reynolds and his family have a historical association with 
Ravensthorpe having worked in the area cutting fence posts throughout the 1960’s and 70’s. 
Mr Reynolds runs a business that focuses on eco-cultural tourism and is also the Chair Person 
of the Aboriginal Lands Trust (ALT). Although not a member of the Wagyl Kiap Land Claim, 
Mr Reynolds was supported to participate in this survey by Mr Darryl Pearce, Chair Person of 
the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council. 
 
Mrs Gail Yorkshire-Selby was born in Borden and grew up in Gnowangerup before moving to 
Esperance. Her great grandparents and grandparents were traditional people from the 
Ravensthorpe area. Mrs Yorkshire-Selby speaks several Aboriginal languages, is a female law 
person and has a substantial body of traditional knowledge about the Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun 
region. Ms Lynette Knapp referred the consultant to Mrs Yorkshire-Selby as a knowledgeable 
person to participate in the survey who has traditional ties to the area. 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

AIMS 
• To establish contact with Aboriginal people who retain traditional or current knowledge 

pertaining to the region. 
• To determine if there are any sites of significance within the area of the proposed road 

works. 
• To record any ethnographic information provided about identified sites. 
• To generate recommendations from the community in regards to management strategies 

for identified ethnographic and archaeological sites that will enable Tectonic Resources 
NL to fulfil the heritage protection obligations of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972). 

 

METHOD 
Mr. Brad Goode, Consulting Anthroplogist, undertook the consultations during June 2004. 
All of the Aboriginal spokespeople examined maps and concept plans of the proposed haul 
road and inspected the proposed works area. Ms Kim Bennett, Environmental Manager from 
Tectonic Resources NL assisted with advice and technical descriptions of the proposed works. 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PROCESS 
On Friday 4th June 2004 the consultant Mr. Brad Goode and Ms Lynette Knapp (Wagyl Kaip 
Native Title claimant) traveled to Hopetoun and met Ms Kim Bennett, Environmental 
Manager for Tectonic Resources NL. Ms Bennett briefed us on the project details and the 
arrangements for the survey when the other informants arrive the following day.  
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On Saturday 5th June 2004 the consultant met Mr. Dallas Coyne, Mr. Harley Coyne, Mr. 
Lomas Roberts and Mr. George Miniter representing the Wagyl Kaip/Southern Noongar 
Native Title claim groups in Ravensthorpe. Ms Bennett briefed the group on the project 
details and provided each Aboriginal community member with a topographic map showing 
the proposed haul road clearly marked. Ms Bennett stated that for Tectonic Resources NL to 
mine gold and copper at its Kundip leases it would be necessary for Tectonic Resources NL to 
build a single lane haul road to move the ore to their process area near the intersection of 
South Coast Highway and Hatfield Road. The distance of the haul road would be 17.125km. 
The road would be 6-10m in width and constructed out of gravel. The road would be within a 
20-40m wide easement that was gazetted as road reserve in 1930 but never constructed. 
 
The group drove to Hatfield Road - stop 1(see map). Ms Bennett explained that this is where 
the haul road began. Ms Bennett said Hatfield Road would be widened and resurfaced. The 
group then drove south to the end of Hatfield Road and stopped - stop 2(see map). No issues 
were identified. The group then turned west and traveled along a firebreak between a farm 
paddock and the bush. The group drove west along this track to a point where the track turned 
to the south – stop 3(see map). Ms Bennett explained that the fence between the track and the 
farm paddock actually ran down the center of the road easement. Ms Bennett said that 
Tectonic Resources NL were planning to use the portion of the easement within the farm 
paddock in order to avoid unnecessary clearing. The Aboriginal community supported this 
idea. 
 
At this stop (stop 3) Ms Bennett explained that the track the group was on turns south away 
from the actual road easement, which continues across a small wooded hill. The group got out 
of the vehicles to inspect the road easement on foot following blue survey tape that marked 
the roads southern boundary. The Aboriginal community members expressed some concerns 
with the proposed road route, believing it was too close, the woodland that covered the south 
and top of the hill, which was identified as an area that contained trees suitable for use as 
Spearwood. Mr. Lomas Roberts said that he was concerned about Tectonic Resources NL 
having to clear such a large area to build a road and lose a valuable resource to the Nyungars. 
The other Aboriginal community members agreed with these concerns. The Aboriginal 
community asked Ms Bennett if the road could be moved further to the north. Ms Bennett 
stated that to move the road would require Tectonic Resources NL to negotiate with a private 
land - owner to acquire the land. Ms Bennett said that this is possible but she could not be 
sure of the outcome until the landholders were approached. Ms Bennett stated that the road 
easement as currently planned would mostly avoid the area of concern 
 
The Aboriginal community members acknowledged this statement but asked Ms Bennett for 
Tectonic Resources NL to consider moving the alignment further to the north on the north 
side of the hill. Mr. Dallas Coyne, on behalf of the group, asked the consultants to record a 
suitable path for the new road that would avoid the spear wood area. The following co-
ordinates provide an acceptable alternative alignment: 1/ 245 776mE, 627 4586mN  2/ 245 
753mE, 627 4573mN  3/ 245 735mE, 627 4561mN  4/ 245 719mE, 627 4541mN. 
 
The consultant asked the Aboriginal community members if they considered the area 
identified as significant due to the abundance of Spearwood as an Aboriginal site under the 
Act. The Aboriginal community responded that it was not a site as such, but an area of 
concern where they were requesting Tectonic Resources NL to consider other options. 
 
From here the group proceeded south, then went along the existing track to an area identified 
in a botanical study to contain a rare and previously unidentified Allocasuarinas. Here the 
group inspected the area on foot. Ms Bennett explained that it would be necessary to divert 
the road away from the easement in order to avoid this population. The Aboriginal 
community approved this proposal. 
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Figure 2. Mr Lomas Roberts, Mr George Miniter, Mr Dallas Coyne and Mr Hayley Coyne at the 

site of the rare Allocasuarina (Stop 4). 

The group then proceeded to the Jerdacuttup River crossing and held a discussion. Ms 
Bennett explained to the Aboriginal community that for the haul road to cross the river it 
would be necessary to construct a concrete culvert type bridge. A 0.6m high flood - wall 
would be built on the upstream side, the pavement would be concrete with pipes underneath 
to allow water to pass. In floods water could also flow over the top.  Ms Bennett said the 
object of the design was to minimise the restriction on the river’s flow. The consultant 
explained that the Jerdacuttup River had been reported in a previous survey as a mythological 
site and was at present undergoing registration. A Section 18 application would be necessary 
for this work to proceed. The Aboriginal community was asked to comment and if they would 
support this application. Ms Lynette Knapp asked if a more natural material other than 
concrete could be used. Ms Bennett replied that concrete was the best material to use, as it is 
inert and does not leach any particles or pollutants into the river. Ms Knapp accepted this 
statement. Mr. Dallas Coyne, as spokesperson, said that the main concerns of the group were 
that the water flow was not restricted, to avoid any pollution of the river, excessive vegetation 
clearing and that the river pools were not disturbed. Mr. Coyne stated that as Tectonic 
Resources NL had chosen a narrower part of the river and had designed the crossing method 
in a manner that addressed Aboriginal cultural concerns, the group had no issues with the 
proposals. 
 
After this discussion the group followed the remainder of the easement south then west to the 
Kundip mine lease owned by Tectonic Resources NL. This was the end of the Haul road. No 
Aboriginal Heritage issues were identified along this path. 
 
Adjacent to the Tectonic Resources NL mining lease there is an area that contains a dam and 
waste dump that were constructed during a past mining operation. Ms Bennett explained to 
the Aboriginal community members that another company that no longer mined in the area 
owns this dam. Tectonic Resources NL wishes to acquire the dam for a water supply for their 
operation. Ms Bennett explained that a requirement of the approval process for the transfer of 
the lease was for Tectonic Resources NL to conduct an ethnographic survey of the area 
containing the dam. Ms Bennett asked the Aboriginal community if there were any Aboriginal 
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cultural issues with the dam area and its acquisition by Tectonic Resources NL. Mr. Dallas 
Coyne stated that the dam was man made and that the surrounding area was already disturbed 
so that if anything had been there it would be gone now. The Aboriginal community members 
had no issues here. 
 

 
Figure 3. The Wagyl Kiap Native Title Representatives with Ms Kim Bennett at the Kundip 

Mine lease looking at the dam 

On Sunday June 6th 2004 the consultant and Tectonic Resources NL Environmental Manager 
Ms Bennett met Mr. Ronald (Doc) Reynolds and Mrs. Gail Yorkshire-Selby at the 
intersection of the South Coast Highway and Hatfield Road. Ms Bennett briefed the 
Aboriginal community members on the project details as with the previous group. Ms Bennett 
provided the Aboriginal community members with a map showing the route of the Kundip 
Haul Road clearly marked. Mr. Brad Goode interviewed the informants about their 
knowledge and associations with the project area before briefing them as to the results of 
archival research (site register search). 
 
After this discussion the group drove south along Hatfield Road before turning west along the 
farm track. During the drive Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby pointed out the high wooded hills and 
stated that they were favored campsites for Nyungars in this area. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby said 
that the hills overlooking the river were particularly favorable.  
 
The group stopped at Stop 3(see map). The consultants advised that the previous group had 
identified the trees in the area as a Spearwood source and had requested that the road be 
moved to the north over the top of the hill. The Aboriginal community members inspected the 
area on foot. They agreed that the area’s trees were good Spearwood and should be preserved. 
However they believed that the current farm track to the south would be a better place to build 
a road as it was already cleared. Mr. Reynolds also located some possible chert artifacts in 
this area. These possible artifacts (a core stone and three flakes) were located at the base of a 
rocky outcrop near the top of the hill on the south - facing slope. The recorded GPS co-
ordinates are 245 885mE and 627 4628mN, datum - WGS-84. This location is adjacent to the 
proposed road easement. 
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Figure 4. Mr Ronald (Doc) Reynolds and Mrs Gail Yorkshire-Selby examine possible artifacts at 

Stop 3. 

 
This find further strengthened the group’s opinion that the road should be moved to avoid the 
area that contained the artifacts. Mr. Reynolds said that more artifacts are likely to be found to 
the north of the hill where the previous group advised that the road should be diverted to. Mr 
Reynolds stated that the road would be better to be moved to the south along an existing track 
as it was already cleared. 
 
After this discussion the group traveled west along the track to the site of the Allocasuarinas 
population. Here Ms Bennett explained the need to deviate the road off the easement in order 
to preserve these trees. The Aboriginal informants supported the idea saying that they had no 
heritage issues with protecting trees. 
 
The group then inspected the Jerdacuttup River crossing. The consultant explained that the 
Jerdacuttup River had recently been identified as a mythological site and was undergoing 
registration. The consultant explained that for Tectonic Resources NL to be able to bridge the 
Jerdacuttup River with a concrete culvert Section 18 approval would be required. The 
Aboriginal community members were interviewed regarding their knowledge of the rivers 
significance and their views on Tectonic Resources NL Section 18 request. 
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Figure 5. Ms Kim Bennett and Mrs Gail Yorkshire-Selby discussing the Jerdacuttup River 

crossing proposal. 

Mr. Reynolds said that his late uncle had told him a traditional story about the creation of the 
Jerdacuttup River, the Stokes River and the Culham Inlet. The story connected all three water 
bodies and involved a mythological eagle. Mr Reynolds said he no longer could recall the 
specific details of this story. Mr. Reynolds and Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby also said that they 
believed that the Marchant or the water snake was responsible for creating all rivers in the 
area. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby said that the water snake is important to all Aboriginal people’s 
Dreamtime stories. They believe the Marchant was the creator of the Jerdacuttup River. The 
Aboriginal informants said they would support an application under Section 18 of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) to conduct the proposed work as long as the Yates trees near 
the crossing are not disturbed. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby said that these trees are culturally 
important because from camps high in the hills you can see where the watercourses are by 
seeing where these trees grow. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby also identified some sedge along the 
southeast embankment as sacred plants to women. She would not specify their significance to 
a male ethnographer. Mrs. Selby requested care be taken not to harm sedges along this bank. 
 
The group then inspected the area containing the dam from the mine site waste dump. Ms 
Bennett said Tectonic Resources NL want to acquire the dam and incorporate it within their 
current mining lease. Ms Bennett said that in order for Tectonic Resources NL to do this, they 
needed to have an ethnographic clearance on the dam site. Ms Bennett asked the Aboriginal 
informants if they had any heritage concerns with this acquisition.  
 
Mr. Reynolds said that as the dam is man made and past mining had disturbed the area he had 
no issue with the request. Mr. Reynolds and Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby said they knew of nothing 
of significance in the area containing the dam and waste pile. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby found 
some piles containing ochre soils dumped from past mining. Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby requested 
that before work is conducted which would cover them, could Tectonic Resources NL put 
some piles containing the ochre soils aside for Aboriginal community members to collect. 
Mrs. Yorkshire-Selby said it was valuable to Aboriginal people for ceremonies and art. Ms 
Bennett stated that she would notify Tectonic Resources NL of their request.  
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION OUTCOMES 
No new ethnographic sites were identified during the community consultation process. One 
possible archaeological site was identified by the Aboriginal community in the vicinity of 
stop 3 (see Map). The artifact site was subsequently inspected by Mr Paul Greenfeld 
(Archaeologist) and the material was found not to be artifactual.  
 
The Eucalyptus trees growing in the vicinity of stop 3 were also identified as a good resource 
for Spear wood. The Aboriginal participants in this survey requested that the road be diverted 
around this area of bush. The area was not identified as a ‘site’ and the informants did not ask 
the consultant to record the area as an Aboriginal Heritage Site. 
 
Located at the Kundip mine waste dump area, adjacent to the dam site, are some piles of soil 
containing ochre, the Aboriginal informants requested the mine place some of these piles of  
ochre aside for use by Aboriginal people prior to the area being redeveloped. 
 
The Aboriginal participants in the survey were prepared to support an application under 
Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for Tectonic Resources NL to build a 
crossing over the Jerdacuttup River, a reported but not yet registered Aboriginal Heritage site. 
The Aboriginal participants did not want the Yates trees in the vicinity of the crossing to be 
cleared as they are culturally significant to them. 
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Tectonic Resources NL propose to build a mine haul road between their mine at Kundip and 
their proposed processing plant located on the South Coast Highway. The route of the 
proposed haul road follows Hatfield Road and then a road easement that has been gazetted 
since 1930. A firebreak and then a bush track follows roughly the alignment of the gazetted 
road easement, this track is not continuous and detours around some areas of thick bush. The 
proposed haul road will be 17.125 kilometers long; it will be a gravel surface and be 6 to 10 
meters wide including the shoulders and drainage. The width of the gazetted road easement is 
between 20 and 40 meters. Hatfield Road is an existing gravel road that will be upgraded. 
 
The proposed haul road also crosses the Jerdacuttup River (an Aboriginal Mythological site). 
The proposed river crossing is a culvert and weir structure. The height of the crossing will be 
0.6 meter and is expected to be inundated during periods of high water flow. The crossing has 
been designed to have a minimum impact on the water flow. The crossing is located on a 
narrow part of the river downstream of several large pools. 
 
Tectonic Resources NL is also seeking to acquire the lease on a dam site that is adjacent to 
their mine lease at Kundip. For this transfer to take place an Aboriginal Heritage clearance is 
necessary. This dam site is also to be considered by this survey. 
 
A search of DIA sites register on the 9th March 2004 revealed that there is one registered 
Archaeological site, (Site ID 2032 Jerdacuttup River) located within the area of the co-
ordinates supplied by Tectonic Resources NL. As the sites location is listed as unreliable the 
DIA have placed a 10 km buffer over the area. This buffer intersects the South West portion 
of the haul road corridor. Information in the site file and in a report by Corseni (1998) places 
this site south of Jerdacuttup Road. As such this site will not be affected by Tectonic 
Resources NL proposal. 
 
A recent survey of the area by Goode (2004) has reported the Jerdacuttup River as a site of 
mythological significance in association with Waugal (Marchant) beliefs. The large pools 
north of the Jerdacuttup Road crossing were also identified as being of significance for fishing 
and resource gathering. As such Tectonic Resources NL’ wish to cross the Jerdacuttup River 
with a haul road will require Tectonic Resources NL to seek ministerial approval under 
section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for consent of use to use the land that 
contains an Aboriginal Site. 
 
Previous archaeological reports of the area have suggested that the river valleys were most 
probably the focal points of Aboriginal occupation and movement throughout the district 
(Dortch, 1987; Dortch and Dortch, 1993). There are likely to be the remains of many camping 
places in the wooded sandy valleys in the district, and Dortch (1987) suggested that the most 
important sites in the district are probably open-air campsites in the alluvium along the 
Jerdacuttup River, 8 – 12 km east of the townsite. Dortch and Dortch (1993) also note that 
‘finds of stone arrangements are a real possibility in future investigations’. 
 
Historical records and previous ethnographic reports suggest that Aboriginal people have had 
little association with the Ravensthorpe area since the late 1800’s. It is suggested that the 
cause of this is the Cocanarup Massacre, which took place near Ravensthorpe during the early 
1880’s as a reprisal for the spearing of John Dunn, one of the first pastoralists to settle the 
district in the 1870’s (Eades and Roberts, 1984; Gray, 1992; Gallant, no date; Forrest and 
Crowe, 1996). Despite the virtual absence of published historical accounts of the massacre, 
there is a substantial body of oral tradition held by descendants of the survivors of the 
massacre, which supports the actual existence of the massacre. Despite the fact that the 
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accounts vary slightly in their detail, it is apparent that a large number of the area’s traditional 
Aboriginal population, including men, women and children, were killed during the event 
(Eades and Roberts, 1984). Following the massacre, all of the remaining Aborigines fled the 
district, never to return. As a result, there is a general paucity of ethnographic information 
about the Ravensthorpe – Hopetoun area. 
 
No new ethnographic sites were identified during the community consultation process and the 
site inspection. An Aboriginal community member identified one possible Archaeological 
site, during this site inspection. This site was located adjacent to the road easement on a 
south-facing slope in the vicinity of stop 3 (see Map). A subsequent inspection by Greenfeld 
(2004) determined the material not to be artifactual. 
 
The bush growing in the vicinity of this area was also identified to be good to use as spear-
wood. The Aboriginal participants in this site inspection requested that the road be diverted 
around this area of bush. This bush area was not identified as a ‘site’ and the informants did 
not request the consultant to record the area as an Aboriginal Heritage Site. 
 
The Aboriginal participants in the survey were prepared to support an application under 
Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) for Tectonic Resources NL to build a 
crossing over the Jerdacuttup River. In supporting this work the Aboriginal participants did 
not want the Yates trees in the vicinity of the crossing to be cleared, as they are of cultural 
significance to them. 
 
The Aboriginal participants also supported Tectonic Resources NL wish to acquire the lease 
on the dam site adjacent to their mine lease at Kundip. There were no ethnographic issues 
with the acquisition of the dam site at this location. The Aboriginal participants also requested 
that Tectonic Resources NL put some piles of Ochre soils aside for the Aboriginal community 
to be able to collect. These soils are currently piled up around the waste dump area of 
Tectonic Resources NL Kundip mine lease. 
 
Tectonic Resources NL should be aware that the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) protects all 
Aboriginal heritage sites, whether they are known to the Department or not. Under Section 17 
of the Act, it is an offence to disturb any Aboriginal heritage site. Should Tectonic Resources 
NL become aware of any new Aboriginal heritage sites during the proposed road works, 
Tectonic Resources NL is required under Section 15 of the Act, to report the site to the 
Register of the DIA. Please refer to the Department of Indigenous Affairs brochure “Notes on 
the Recognition of Aboriginal Sites” provided with this report. 
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APPENDIX 1. OBLIGATIONS RELATING TO SITES UNDER 
THE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT (1972). 
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OBLIGATIONS RELATING TO SITES UNDER THE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE 
ACT, 1972. 
Report of Findings 
 
“15. Any person who has knowledge of the existence of anything in  the nature of Aboriginal 
burial grounds, symbols or objects of sacred, ritual of ceremonial significance, cave or rock 
paintings or engravings, stone structures or arranged stones, carved trees, or of any other 
place or thing to which this Act applies or to which this Act might reasonably be suspected to 
apply shall report its existence to the Registrar or to a police officer, unless he has reasonable 
cause to believe the existence of the thing or place in question to be already known to the 
Registrar.” 
 
Excavation of Aboriginal Sites 
 
“16. (1) Subject to Section 18, the right to excavate or remove any thing from an Aboriginal 
site is reserved to the Registrar. 
 
(2) The Registrar, on the advice of the Committee, may authorise the entry upon and 
excavating of an Aboriginal site and the examination or removal of any thing on or under the 
site in such a manner and subject to such conditions as the Committee may advise” 
 
Offences Relating to Aboriginal Sites 
 
“17. A person who- 
 
(a) Excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any Aboriginal site; or 
 
(b) In any way alters, damages, conceals, or who deals with in a manner not sanctioned by 
relevant custom, or assumes the possession, custody or control of, any object on or under an 
Aboriginal site, 
 
Commits an offence unless he is acting with the authorisation of the Registrar under Section 
16 or the consent of the Minister under Section 18.” 
 
Consent to Certain Uses 
 
“18. (1) For the purposes of this section, the expression “the owner of any land” includes a 
lessee from the Crown, and the holder of any mining tenement or mining privilege, or of any 
right or privilege under the Petroleum Act, 1967, in relation to the land. 
 
(2) Where the owner of any land gives to the Trustees notice in writing that he requires to use 
the land for a purpose which, unless the Minister gives his consent in this Section, would be 
likely to result in a breach of Section 17 in respect of any Aboriginal site that might be on the 
land, the Committee shall, as soon as they are reasonably able, form an opinion as to whether 
there is any Aboriginal site on the land, evaluate the importance and significance of any such 
site, and submit the notice to the Minister together with their recommendations in writing as 
to whether or not the Minster should consent to the use of the land for that purpose, and , 
where applicable, the extent to which and the conditions upon which his consent should be 
given. 
(3) Where the Committee submit a notice to the Minister under subsection (2) of this section 
he shall consider their recommendations and having regard to the general interests of the 
community shall either- 
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(a) Consent to the use of the land the subject of the notice, or a specified part of the land, for 
the purpose required, subject to such conditions, if any, as he may specify; or 

 
(b) Wholly decline to consent to the use of the land the subject of the notice for the purpose 

required, 
 
And shall forthwith inform the owner in writing of his decision. 
 
(4) Where the owner of any land has given to the Committee notice pursuant to the subsection 
(2) of this section and the Committee have not submitted it with their recommendation to the 
Minister may require the Committee to do so within a specified time, or may require the 
Trustees to take such other action as the Minister considers necessary in order to expedite the 
matter, and the Committee shall comply with any such requirement. 
 
(5) Where the owner of any land is aggrieved by a decision of the Minister made under 
subsection (3) of this section he may, within the time and in the manner prescribed by the 
rules of court, appeal from this decision of the Minister to the Supreme Court which may hear 
and determine an appeal. 
 
(6) In determining an appeal under subsection (5) of this Section the Judge hearing the appeal 
may confirm or vary the decision of the Minister, and may make such an order as to the costs 
of the appeal as he sees fit. 
 
(7) Where the owner of any land gives notice to the Committee under subsection (2) of this 
section, the Committee may if they are satisfied it is practicable to do so, direct the removal of 
any object to which this Act applies from the land to a place of safe custody. 
 
(8) Where consent has been given under this section to a person to use any land for a 
particular purpose nothing done by or on behalf of that person pursuant to, and in accordance 
with any conditions attached to, the consent constitute an offence against the Act.” 
 
 



 ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SURVEY KUNDIP HAUL ROAD, SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

40 

APPENDIX 2. – NOTES ON THE RECOGNITION OF 
ABORIGINAL SITES 
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NOTES ON THE RECOGNITION OF ABORIGINAL SITES 
 
There are various types of Aboriginal Sites, and these notes have been prepared as a guide to 
the recognition of those sites likely to be located in the survey area. 
 
An Aboriginal Site is defined in the Aboriginal Heritage Act, 1972, in Section 5 as: 
 
“(a) Any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal descent have, or 
appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made for or adapted for use 
for, any purpose connected with the traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people, past or 
present; 
 
(b) Any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special significance to 
persons of Aboriginal descent; 
 
(c) Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or 
ethnographic interest and should be preserved because of its importance and significance to 
the cultural heritage of the state; 
 
(d) Any place where objects to this Act applies are traditionally stored, or to which, under the 
provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or removed.” 
 
Habitation Sites 
 
These are commonly found throughout Western Australia and usually contain evidence of 
tool making, seed grinding and other food processing, cooking, painting, engraving or 
numerous other activities. The archaeological evidence for some of these activities is 
discussed in details under the appropriate heading below.  
 
Habitation sites are usually found near an existing or former water source such as a gnamma 
hole, rock pool, spring or soak. They are generally in the open, but they sometimes occur in 
shallow rock shelters or caves. It is particularly important that none of these sites be disturbed 
as the stratified deposits which may be found at such sites can yield valuable information 
about the inhabitants when excavated by archaeologists. 
 
Seed Grinding 
 
Polished or smoothed areas are sometimes noticed on/near horizontal rock surfaces. The 
smooth areas are usually 25cm wide and 40 or 50 cm long. They are the result of seed 
grinding by the Aboriginal women and indicate aspects of past economy. 
 
Habitation Structures 
 
Aboriginal people sheltered in simple ephemeral structures, generally made of branches and 
sometimes of grass. These sites are rarely preserved for more than one occupation period. 
Occasionally rocks were pushed aside or used to stabilise other building materials. When 
these rock patterns are located they provide evidence for former habitation sites. 
 
 
 
Middens 
 
When a localised source of shellfish and other foods has been exploited from a favoured 
camping place, the accumulated ashes, hearth stones, shells, bones and other refuse can form 
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mounds at times several meters high and many meters in diameter. Occasionally these refuse 
mounds or middens contain stone, shell or bone tools. These are most common near the coast, 
but examples on inland lake or river banks are not unknown. 
 
Stone Artifact Factory Sites 
 
Pieces of rock from which artifacts could be made were often carried to camp sites or other 
places for final production. Such sites are usually easily recognizable because the 
manufacturing process produces quantities of flakes and waste material which are clearely out 
of context when compared with the surrounding rocks. All rocks found on the sandy coastal 
plain, for example must have been transported by human agencies. These sites are widely 
distributed throughout the state. 
 
Quarries 
 
When outcrops of rock suitable for the manufacture of stone tools were quarried by the 
Aborigines, evidence of the flaking and chipping of the source material can usually be see in 
situ and nearby. Ocher and other mineral pigments used in painting rock surfaces, artifacts 
and in body decoration are mined from naturally occurring seams, bands and other deposits. 
This activity can sometimes be recognised by the presence of wooden digging sticks or the 
marks made by these implements. 
 
Marked Trees 
 
Occasionally trees are located that have designs in their bark which have been incised by 
Aborigines. Toeholds, to assist the climber, were sometimes cut into the bark and sapwood of 
the trees in the hollow limbs of which possums and other arboreal animals sheltered. Some 
tree trunks bear scars where sections of bark or wood have been removed and which would 
have been used to make dishes, shield, spearthrowers and other wooden artifacts. In some 
parts of the state wooden platforms were built in trees to accommodate a corpse during 
complex rituals following death. 
 
Burials 
 
In the north of the state, it was formerly the custom to place the bones of the dead on a ledge 
in a cave after certain rituals were completed. The bones were wrapped in sheets of bark and 
the skull placed beside this. In other parts of Western Australia the dead were buried, the 
burial position varying according to the customs of the particular area and time. Natural 
erosion, or mechanical earthmoving equipment occasionally exposes these burial sites. 
 
Stone Structures 
 
If one or more stone are found partially buried or wedged into a position which is not likely to 
be the result of natural forces, then it is probable the place is an Aboriginal site and that 
possibly there are other important sites nearby. There are several different types of stone 
arrangements ranging from simple cairns or piles of stone to more elaborate designs. 
 
Low weirs which detain fish when tides fall are found in coastal areas. Some rivers contain 
similar stone structures that trap fish against the current. It seems likely that low slab 
structures in the south west jarrah forests were built to provide suitable environments in 
which to trap some small animals. Low walls or pits were sometimes made to provide a hide 
or shelter for a hunter.  
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Elongated rock fragments are occasionally erected as a sign or warning that a special area is 
being approached. Heaps or alignments of stones may be naturalistic or symbolic 
representations of animals, people or mythological figures. 
 
Paintings 
 
These occur in rock shelters, caves or other sheltered situations which offer a certain degree 
of protection from the weather. The best known examples in Western Australia occur in the 
Kimberly region but paintings are found through most of the states. One of several coloured 
ochers as well as other coloured pigments may have been used as a site. Stenciling was a  
common painting technique used throughout the state. The negative image of an object was 
created by spraying pigment over the object which was held against the wall. 
 
Engravings 
 
This term describes designs which have been carved, pecked or pounded into a rock surface. 
They form the predominant art form of the Pilbera region but are known to occur in the 
Kimberlys in the north to about Toodyay in the south. Most engravings occur in the open, but 
some are situated in rock shelters. 
 
Caches 
 
It was common to hide ceremonial objects in niches and other secluded places. The removal 
of objects from these places, or photography of the places or objects or any other interference 
with these places is not permitted. 
 
Ceremonial Grounds 
 
At some sites the ground has been modified in some way by the removal of surface pebbles, 
or the modeling of the soil, or the digging of pits and trenches. In other places there is not 
noticeable alteration of the ground surface and Aborigines familiar with the site must be 
consulted concerning its location. 
 
Mythological Sites 
 
Most sites already described have a place in Aboriginal mythology. In addition there are 
many Aboriginal sites with no man-made features which enable them to be recognised. They 
are often natural features in the landscape linked to the Aboriginal Account of the formation 
of the world during the creative “Dreaming” period in the distant past. Many such sites are 
located at the focal points in the creative journeys of mythological spirit beings of the 
Dreaming. Such sites can only be identified by the Aboriginal people who are familiar with 
the associated traditions. 
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APPENDIX 3. SITES REGISTER SEARCH 
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APPENDIX 4. LETTERS OF ADVICE FROM THE ABORIGINAL 
COMMUNITY 
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APPENDIX 5. MAP OF THE REGION SHOWING THE HAUL 
ROAD AND DAM SITE 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report covers the archaeological inspection of two areas located along a proposed Haul Road 
(approx. 17.5km in length x 40m wide) from the RAV 8 Mine on South Coast Hwy to the old mining 
town of Kundip situated south of Ravensthorpe on the Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe Road.  The township 
of Ravensthorpe is located 290km east of Albany in the southeast of Western Australia. 
 
The archaeological inspection undertaken on 11 June 2004 resulted from two areas having being 
identified as having high archaeological potential.  The areas were identified during the course of the 
previously completed anthropological survey undertaken by Brad Goode in June 2004.  
 
The two areas identified during the anthropological survey as having high archaeological potential 
were a rock outcrop and a creek crossing. 
 
Kim Bennett (Environmental Manager) for RAV 8 Mine who had participated in the anthropological 
survey accompanied the author during the archaeological inspection.  Ms Bennett took the author to 
the areas identified during the course of the anthropological survey. 
 
Even though a complete archaeological survey of the proposed Haul Road has not been carried out the 
author was driven along the length of the Haul Road and believes the likelihood of locating 
archaeological sites or cultural material within the general region is very low.  This is mostly due to 
the lack of fresh water nearby with most of the lakes and pools being quite saline.  Furthermore, the 
landscape is incredibly weathered with all rock outcrop and raw material sources inspected along the 
Haul Road being of a poor quality and deemed not suitable for the manufacture of stone artefacts. 
 
On examination it was decided that none of the areas identified during the course of the 
anthropological survey contained any cultural material or archaeological sites. 
 
Given the results of the archaeological inspection and the reasons cited above the author cannot find 
any archaeological reasons why Tectonic Resources should not be allowed to proceed with the 
construction of its proposed Haul Road from the RAV 8 Mine on South Coast Hwy to the old mining 
town of Kundip situated south of Ravensthorpe on the Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe Road. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report covers the archaeological inspection of two areas located along a proposed Haul Road 
(approx. 17.5km in length x 40m wide) from the RAV 8 Mine on South Coast Hwy to the old mining 
town of Kundip situated south of Ravensthorpe on the Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe Road.  The township 
of Ravensthorpe is located 290km east of Albany in the southeast of Western Australia. 
 
The archaeological inspection undertaken on 11 June 2004 resulted from two areas having being 
identified as having high archaeological potential.  The areas were identified during the course of the 
previously completed anthropological survey undertaken by Brad Goode in June 2004.  
 

 
Figure 1:  Map of proposed development area. 

The two areas identified during the anthropological survey as having high archaeological potential 
were a rock outcrop and a creek crossing. 
 
Kim Bennett (Environmental Manager) for RAV 8 Mine who had participated in the anthropological 
survey accompanied the author during the archaeological inspection.  Ms Bennett took the author to 
the areas identified during the course of the anthropological survey. 
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Figure 2:  Map of Haul Road 
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BACKGROUND 

ENVIRONMENT 
According to Beard (1981:21), the town of Ravensthorpe is located within the Eyre Botanical 
Province.  The climate is Mediterranean, with an average rainfall of 350-450mm, which may come at 
any time of the year. 
 
Summer evaporation rates exceed rainfall so that during the drier times of the year water is confined to 
semi-permanent pools along rivers, waterholes, and rocky creek beds. 
 
The Nyungar people recognised six seasons or times of year: Maggoro, the winter months of June and 
July; Jilba, early spring from August through September; Kambarang, late spring from October to 
November; Birok, the summer months of December and January; Burnuru, the late summer season 
during February and March; and the annum is completed by Wangarang, the autumn months of April 
and May (Berndt, 1979). Each of these periods coincided with a seasonal abundance of particular 
foods.  The seasonal abundance of foods also determined the patterns of movement of the Nyungar 
people.  
 

VEGETATION 
According to Beard (1981: 210), the Ravensthorpe System is associated with the outcrop of 
greenstone rocks located around the town of Ravensthorpe.  The rocks which are metalliferous give 
rise to fertile, moisture retentive soils, which are suitable for agriculture.   
 
Settlement in the Ravensthorpe area appears directly related to the presence of the greenstone rocks 
with soil depth varying according to changes in topography, with shallow soils on the rocky ridges, 
deeper soils on mid-slopes and very deep soils being present in the valley bottoms (Beard 1981: 210).  
The vegetation types associated with this soil sequence are thicket, mallee and woodland or low forest. 
 
The thicket of the summit ridges of the Ravensthorpe Range and Mt Desmond is similar to that of the 
Barren Ranges, located to the west and according to Beard (1981: 210) is dominated by low mallees 
Eucalyptus pressiana and E. lehmannii, with Dryandra quercifolia.   
 
The two most consistent and typical species in mallee are Eucalyptus nutans and E. gardneri, which in 
favourable areas, when given respite from fire, grow to form a low forest.  At least another nine 
species of trees and shrubs are known to occur within the region, including the local endemic E. 
stoatei (Beard 1981: 210). 
 
According to Beard (1981: 210), the broad valleys are occupied by woodlands, where the soil is at its 
deepest, and consist of E. loxophleba and E. salmonophloia. 
 

GEOLOGY 
The Ravensthorpe Hills unit is a greenstone belt.  According to Beard (1981: 57), the area 
topographically consist of the Ravensthorpe Range stretching southeast from Mt Short to Mt Benson, 
Mt Desmond (which is lower), and the adjacent plains and undulating country situated upon Archaean 
diorite and Proterozoic metamorphic rocks which have been stripped of sand and laterite. 
 
According to Beard (1981: 57) the town of Ravensthorpe appears to lie approximately 260m above 
sea-level, with the Ravensthorpe Range estimated to reach 400m.  Mt Desmond is an elongated 
whaleback with the other hills being of no great relief and of subdued outline. 
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The Ravensthorpe Range has shallow calcareous loamy soils on the greenstone hills, with cracking 
clays on the more moderate slopes and surrounding plains (Beard 1981: 57). 
 

REGIONAL FRAMEWORK - HISTORICAL 
Prior to settlement in Western Australia, Dutch and the French, as well as sealers and whalers of 
mixed nationalities, had already landed and made contact with the local Aboriginals.  From early in 
the 16th century, the Dutch had been sailing north along the Western Australian coast en route to the 
Dutch East Indies, and ships were often forced close to the coast by the prevailing south-westerly 
winds (Cresswell, 1989).  Many who realised their proximity to the coast too late came to grief there.  
The early reports by the Dutch described the coast as a bleak and desolate place. Apart from a few 
expeditions to try and rescue shipwrecked sailors, the Dutch showed little interest in Australia 
(McDonald et al., 1994).  
 
There is some evidence that the survivors of shipwrecks may have been cared for by the Nyungar 
people, as the sailor Vasse was after he was accidentally left behind by Baudin’s expedition in 1801 
(Collard 1994).  It was the loss of Vasse, a crewman from the French corvette Le Geographe, from 
which the Vasse River near Busselton takes its name.  At times, the passing ships landed diseased 
crew on the coast to face their fate alone rather than risk infecting the entire vessel with disease. This 
practice spread highly contagious diseases amongst a population who had no immunity or effective 
means of treatment, and it is likely that some local populations were devastated as a result (Moore, 
1989).  
 
The first ‘settlement’ in Western Australia was the establishment of a garrison of soldiers at King 
George Sound on Christmas day 1826, by Major Edmond Lockyer (Le Souef, 1993).  The Swan River 
colony was founded in 1829. 
 
Initially, relations between the Aboriginals and the settlers were friendly, the Nyungar people showed 
the settlers to water sources and guided several early explorers through the land to the east of Albany. 
These include Edward John Eyre in 1841, surveyor J.S. Roe in 1848, and surveyor John Forrest in 
1870 (Archer, 1979). 
 
In 1868, John Dunn took up a lease of 28,000 acres in the hills to the northwest of the current 
Ravensthorpe townsite (Archer, 1979).  John Dunn selected a block about 20 miles up the stream 
‘Cocanarup’ where the Aboriginals said that the water always stopped (Eliza Dunn, John’s sister in a 
letter written in 1882 or 1883, reproduced in Archer 1979:185). 
 
Despite the virtual absence of published historical accounts of the reprisal attack known as the 
Cocanarup Massacre, there is a substantial body of oral tradition held by descendants of the survivors 
of the massacre that supports the actual existence of the massacre (Eades and Roberts, 1984).  
 
Although the accounts of the massacre differ in some aspects, it is clear that the massacre did occur, 
with some killings occurring on the property ‘Cocanarup’, and some killings occurring further east.  
Following the massacre, all of the remaining Aboriginals are said to have fled from the district to 
surrounding areas and pastoral properties, never to return to the Ravensthorpe area (Eades and 
Roberts, 1984; Forrest and Crowe, 1996, Gallant, no date; Gray, 1992).  The Ravensthorpe area has 
been regarded as a taboo area by Aboriginals ever since. According to Eades and Roberts (1984:7): 
 
Many Nyungars today speak with deep feeling about this wild, windswept country. They tell stories of 
the old folk that they lost in the massacre and recall how their mothers warned them to stay out of that 
area. ...The whole region has bad associations and an unwelcoming aura for them. 
 
In 1898, Jim Dunn discovered gold in payable quantities in Ravensthorpe, and so began a significant 
gold rush in the area.  Prospectors rapidly arrived from Norseman and Esperance, and not long after, 
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good quality copper was also discovered nearby (Archer, 1979).  By 1904, a Government smelter was 
in operation one mile from the rapidly growing Ravensthorpe townsite, which was gazetted in 1901 
(Archer, 1979).  
 

REGIONAL FRAMEWORK - ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SITE DEFINITIONS 
DIA uses several categories, such as ceremonial, mythological, art site, engravings, artefact scatter, 
middens and burials to describe the different elements found in any particular Aboriginal site.  For the 
present archaeological survey, I define an Aboriginal site as any place where there is material 
evidence of Aboriginal occupation or activity (Corsini 1999: 2).  Please note that the above definition 
is a scientific one and may not be of sufficient significance to constitute a place to which the Act 
applies under Section 5 or 6 and 39 of the Western Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. 
 
McCarthy (1976) in his work on stone tools notes that Aboriginal material culture (or artefacts) was 
dependent largely on natural raw materials.  The resulting implements and tool kit were well adapted 
to their nomadic lifestyle.  Wooden dishes, dilly bags, digging sticks, small grindstones and nets made 
of woven plant fibre or hair string were used by women.  Men’s implements included spears, shields, 
boomerangs and the woomera (combination spear thrower, dish and chisel).  Bone points and 
fabricators indicate that both men and women used animal skins for warmth and clothing.   
 
The Nyungar tool kit also included composite tools such as the Kodj (stone axe) and the Taap (knife), 
a saw like implement made from embedding microliths to a wooden handle using plant resin for a glue 
(McCarthy 1976). 
 
According to Corsini (1999: 2), archaeological excavations suggest that the microliths used in these 
types of implements occur only in deposits dated to between 6,000-4,000 BP, coinciding with the rise 
of sea level to its present level.  Many researchers suggest that the creation and use of microliths over 
such a short time frame may reflect a response to environmental changes bought about by the 
reduction in territory. 
 
It would appear that the most common type of archaeological site in the region is the stone artefact 
scatter.  These scatters can range from very small sites containing few pieces to very large complex 
campsites containing thousands of artefacts.  Isolated finds are single stone artefacts located in 
isolation, it is usual for a certain proportion of isolated finds to occur sparsely across various 
landscapes as a background artefact scatter. 
 
While stone artefact scatters are usually located in close proximity to sources of permanent and semi-
permanent water, they can also be found in association with suitable rock outcrops or quarries, which 
contain suitable siliceous material for quarrying and artefact production.  Stone artefact scatters may 
also be found in and on the slopes of caves or rockshelters.    
 
Human burials within the region are numerous and are known to have occurred in sandy areas such as 
dunes, hills and riverbanks.  Burials are not usually discovered within the region unless disturbed by 
some form of development or natural processes such as erosion. 
 
Other structures such as shelters (mia-mia’s) and stone fish traps have been constructed and used 
within the region but their preservation within the local environment is usually poor and short lived.   
 
Previous research within the southwest region also highlights the possibility of encountering scarred 
trees in most types of areas (coastal, inland, forest/woodland).  Many scars appear to occur on old 
Jarrah trees. 
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METHODOLOGY 
An archaeological inspection of two areas identified as having high archaeological potential was 
undertaken on 11 June 2004.  The two areas are a rock outcrop and a creek crossing. 
 
Ground visibility varied throughout the two survey areas from 20% in heavily vegetated areas up to 
60% in more open sandy areas. 
 
The archaeological survey followed a site identification model.  This type of survey allows 
archaeological sites to be located, recorded and avoided in compliance with the requirements of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972). 
 
The archaeological survey involved three separate phases: 
 
Archival research; 
Field survey; 
Report preparation. 
 

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
The archival research was undertaken by the Brad Goode, and consisted of a review of all available 
information held on the Aboriginal Sites Register at the Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA), 
Heritage and Culture Division (Perth).   
 
A search of the DIA Sites Register revealed that there is four registered Aboriginal heritage sites – Sit 
ID 2032 (DIA Site W01174) - North  Jerdacuttup River 1 & 2, Site ID 1890 (DIA Site W01175) – 
Jerdacuttup River, Site ID 15149 (DIA Site W02520) – Bandalup Rock Pool,  and Site ID 15150 (DIA 
Site W02521) – Bandalup Rockhole are located within approximately 20km of the proposed survey 
area.  A historical site identified by the Heritage Council is also located within the general region. 
 

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ABORIGINAL SITES. 
A thorough search was done of the Aboriginal Sites Register (Department of Indigenous Affairs) in 
order to identify all known Aboriginal sites within the project area, as well as the wider region. 
 
Details on the four registered Aboriginal and one Historic site are as follows: 
 
Site ID 2032 (DIA Site W01174) – North Jerdacuttup River 1 & 2. 
North Jerdacuttup River 1&2 are located on Jerdacuttup North Road on a pool in the river, however 
the AAD Sites Register records the location of this site to be unreliable. The site is an archaeological 
site containing at least thirteen artefacts of Quartz flakes, fragments and chert flake and fragment. 
Artefacts of quartz and red, green and brown chert were found at this site. The site was examined by S 
Corsini during an archaeological survey in 1998 conducted for Comet Resources NL. 
 
Site ID 1980 (DIA Site W01175) – Jerdacuttup River. 
This is an archaeological site located on the western bank of the Jerdacuttup River, just to the south of 
the Springdale Road crossing on the river. The site consists of archeological material found between a 
granite outcrop and a pool in the river. Rachel Fry recorded the site in 1989.  
 
Site ID 15149 (DIA Site W02520) – Bandalup Rock Pool. 
Bandalup Rock Pool is an ethnographic site recorded during a survey by Bob Chown in 1997 of areas 
north of the South Coast Highway for Tectonic Resources. The site is described as a traditional water 
source – rock pool.  
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Site ID 15150 (DIA Site W02521) – Bandalup Rockhole. 
Recorded by B Chown in 1997. It was believed to be a traditional water source by a party of 
Aboriginal informants interviewed regarding heritage places or sites in the areas north of the South 
Coast Highway for Tectonic Resources.  
 
Heritage Council of WA’s Register of Heritage Places – Number 13965 – Gnamma Hole.  
The location is given as the corner of Fence Rd and Highway One (the South Coast Highway), 
Jerdacuttup. The Gnamma Hole is located within Reserve 4274 on DOLA plan 421. No further 
directions for the location of the site are given. There are no site co-ordinates provided on the register. 
The site was listed on the register in 20/7/1999. A short description of the site indicates that more 
Gnamma Holes are located in the area on Oldfield Loc 775. The place is listed as a historic site 
indicating demographic settlement and mobility, specifically showing Aboriginal occupation. The 
place is recognised as having been modified for use by Aboriginal people. 
 
Registered Site ID 2032 (DIA site W01174) – North Jerdacuttup River 1 & 2 is located approximately 
9.5km south of the rock outcrop, with registered DIA Site W01175 – Jerdacuttup River being located 
approximately 27.5km south of the Rock Outcrop (see Results). 
 

PREVIOUSLY RESEARCH CONDUCTED WITHIN THE REGION. 
The majority of archaeological work conducted within the region appears to have been done by 
Charlie Dortch from the West Australian Museum (WAM).  Other archaeologists such as Stephen 
Corsini and Joe Dortch have also carried out work within the region. 
 
The most relevant reports located with relevance to the survey area are as follows:   
 
Dortch, C.E. (1987). Search for Aboriginal sites in proposed gravel reserves, Ravensthorpe District. 

Unpublished report prepared for the Main Roads Department, Albany. 
 
This survey examined six gravel reserves (borrow areas) in the broad divides (upland areas) of the 
Ravensthorpe Shire for the Main Roads Department.  The survey failed to find any Aboriginal heritage 
sites, but suggested that the lack of sites does not mean that the district was not used by Aboriginals 
during the traditional or historic period.  Rather, the report noted that stone artefacts are present on 
disturbed ground in the vicinity of Cordingup Soak (2 km ESE of the Ravensthorpe townsite), and 
suggested that numerous other open-air sites, mostly the remains of camping places, are present in the 
wooded sandy valleys in the district.  The report concluded that the river valleys were most probably 
the focal points of Aboriginal occupation and movement throughout the district, and suggested that the 
most important sites are probably open-air campsites in the alluvium along the Jerdacuttup River, 8 – 
12 km east of the townsite. 
 
Dortch, C.E. and Dortch, J. (1993). Search for Aboriginal Sites in Proposed Dam Catchment 

Extension and Gravel Source, Ravensthorpe Shire, Western Australia. Unpublished report 
prepared for the Water Authority of Western Australia. 

 
This survey searched for Aboriginal heritage sites within the Water Authority’s proposed 2ha dam 
extension and 4 ha gravel pit located 6-8 km south of Ravensthorpe, on the upper reaches of the 
Manyutup Creek, a tributary of the Phillips River.  The survey discovered one archaeological site, a 
partially destroyed diorite artefact quarry-flaking floor, within the area of the proposed dam extension.  
The report highlighted the paucity of ethnographic information about the Ravensthorpe area, and 
suggested that the more barren and upland habitats around Ravensthorpe ‘have an exceptionally low 
priority in terms of their cultural significance to present-day Nyungar communities’.  The report 
concluded that the archaeological value of the upland divides (as opposed to the river valleys) appears 
to be equally low, although ‘finds of stone arrangements are a real possibility in future investigations’. 
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Parker, R.T. and Corsini, S.J. (1998). Work Clearance Survey of the Ravensthorpe Nickel Project for 
Kaiser Engineers PTY LTD and Comet Resources NL.. Unpublished report prepared for 
Kaiser Engineers PTY LTD on behalf of Australian Interaction Consultants. 

 
This survey for archaeological sites was conducted within three areas proposed for nickel mining, 
Bandalup North, Bandalup Central and Bandalup South project areas, located to the south and east of 
Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun.  The survey did not discover any archaeological sites or materials within 
the project areas. 
 
Anon (1995). Jerramungup Aboriginal Site Recording: A report on an investigation of Aboriginal sites 
in the Jerramungup region carried out by staff of the Aboriginal Affairs Department’s South West 
Regional Office during September 1995. Unpublished report prepared by the Aboriginal Affairs 
Department. 
 
This report documents Aboriginal heritage sites in the Jerramungup, Needilup, Ongerup, Dillon Bay, 
Cocanarup and Ravensthorpe areas.  The report records the Cocanerup Massacre site on the north bank 
of the Twertatup Creek, which is a tributary of the Phillips River.  There are no sites recorded within 
the area of the proposed works. 
 
Even though there has been only few excavations carried out within the southwest region of WA it is 
possible, according to Dortch (1977, 1987 & 1993) to divide the stone tool industry of the region into 
an Early and Late Phase.  Early phase sites in the southwest are characterised by small thick scrapers, 
bipolar, notched-denticulate flakes, single and multi-platform cores, and are characterised by Devil’s 
Lair near Margaret River (dated to approximately 27,000 years before present), Kalgan Hall near 
Albany (dated to approximately 19,000 years before present), and Cheetup Rockshelter near 
Esperance (dated to approximately 13,000 years before present). 
 
Late Phase sites date mostly to the last 4,000 years and include the introduction of geometric 
microliths, backed blades and a variety of adze flakes, as well as other new stone tools known 
collectively as the Australian Small Tool Tradition (1977, 1987 & 1993, Mulvaney 1975, Smith 1982). 
 

PREDICTION OF SITE LOCATION 
Given the above archaeological information, it is predicted that the areas most likely to contain 
archaeological material, in the form of stone artefact scatters are the Quaternary gravels and dune 
sands.  Likewise, it is predicted that most large scatters will be close to permanent sources of water.  
Knapping floors or reduction areas may occur wherever suitable outcrops of flakeable raw materials 
occur (river cobbles & rock outcrops).  Burials are most likely to be found within the softer sands of 
the coastal dunes, inlets and rivers.  Scarred trees appear to be found on old trees and can occur 
anywhere. 

RESULTS 
The archaeological inspection carried out on 11 June 2004 was the result of two areas being identified 
as having high archaeological potential during the previously completed anthropological survey of the 
proposed Haul Road from the RAV 8 Mine to Kundip undertaken by Brad Goode in June 2004.  
 
The two areas identified during the anthropological survey as having high archaeological potential 
were a rock outcrop and a creek crossing. 
 
The author was driven along the route of the proposed Haul Road by Kim Bennett, the Environmental 
Manager for the RAV 8 Mine.  Ms Bennett had taken part in the anthropological survey and was able 
to take the author to the two areas identified by the Aboriginal informants as having archaeological 
potential. 
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Details on the results of the archaeological inspection are provided below: 

ROCK OUTCROP 
The rock outcrop identified as a possible quarry and artefact scatter is located within a proposed 
deviation of the Haul Road that is necessary to straighten out the Haul Road and avoid some very 
sharp corners. 
 
GPS (Rock Outcrop):   245733mE 
 (Zone 51, GDA 94)  6274568mN 
 

 
Figure 3:  Rocks at Outcrop 

 
On examination is was decided that the raw material present was mostly comprised of a weathered 
ironstone and sandstone or siltstone, not generally suitable raw materials for the production of stone 
artefacts. 
 
Registered DIA site W01174 – North Jerdacuttup River 1 & 2 is located approximately 9.5km south 
of the rock outcrop, with registered DIA Site W01175 – Jerdacuttup River being located 
approximately 27.5km south of the Rock Outcrop. 
 

CREEK CROSSING 
A large amount of stone gibber and weathered cobbles surrounding the creek crossing identified this 
area as having a high archaeological potential. 
 
GPS (Creek Crossing):  242927mE 
 (Zone 51, GDA 94)  6273041mN 
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Figure 4:  Rocks at Creek Crossing 

 
On examination it was decided that none of the stone gibber or weathered cobbles surrounding the 
creek crossing had been used for the manufacture of stone artefacts.  This was due to the small size of 
cobbles present as well as the poor nature of the quartz present. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
The results of the archaeological inspection did not find any cultural material or archaeological sites in 
the two areas identified by the Aboriginal informants during the anthropological survey of the 
proposed Haul Road.   
 
Even though a complete archaeological survey of the proposed Haul Road has not been carried out the 
author was driven along the length of the Haul Road and believes the likelihood of locating 
archaeological sites or cultural material within the general region is very low.  This is mostly due to 
the lack of fresh water nearby with most of the lakes and pools being quite saline.  Furthermore, the 
landscape is incredibly weathered with all rock outcrop and raw material sources inspected along the 
Haul Road being of a poor quality and deemed not suitable for the manufacture of stone artefacts. 
 
Given the results of the archaeological inspection and the reasons cited above the author cannot find 
any archaeological reasons why Tectonic Resources should not be allowed to proceed with the 
construction of its proposed Haul Road from the RAV 8 Mine on South Coast Hwy to the old mining 
town of Kundip situated south of Ravensthorpe on the Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe Road. 
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